
Virginia: At the regular meeting of the Council of the Town of Chilhowie held at the 

Municipal Building, October 9, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Present: Honorable Gary L. Heninger, Mayor Presiding; Councilors Donna S. 

Blevins, James B. Bonham, III, Billy L. Clear, Alan W. Counts, Charlie E. 

Doane and F. Brent Foster. 

 

Absent: None.  

 

Also Present: Mr. John E. B. Clark, Jr., Town Manager; Mrs. Marlene L. Henderson, 

MMC, Clerk-Treasurer; Messrs. Paul Cassell, Town Attorney; Stephen 

Price, Chief of Police; C. David Haynes, Fire Chief; and Jay Keen, Public 

Works Director.   

 

Mayor Heninger called the meeting to order.  Pastor David Gary gave the Invocation.  The 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited.   

 

Approval of Minutes: 

Motion by Brent Foster, second by Donna Blevins Council adopts the regular September 11, 

2014 meeting minutes.  The motion was approved with following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye   Jim Bonham   Aye 

Bill Clear   Aye   Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane   Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 

 

Citizens Time: 

Mrs. Cathy Smith appeared before Council to state that the Chilhowie Community Fall Festival 

was a success.  The Town event was planned in a very short time and it was a job well done.  

Mrs. Smith stated that the Town should move forward and work together with other 

organizations.  Concerning the Downtown Revitalization, Centennial, Tourism Center and 

walking trail citizens should be a participant and not a criticizer and make positive things happen 

in the Town. 

 

Lynn Pease appeared before Council to update the Council of the Library’s participation.  During 

the month of September there were 1,711 visitors, 2,158 items checked out and 99 children 

attended the children’s programs.  There is a need for a bigger Library but there have been no 

complaints.  The building is clean and well run. The Friends of the Library held the fall book sale 

during the Festival and it was very successful.  

 

Mary Leclair appeared before Council and stated that the Town staff and Town Council did a 

great job with the Chilhowie Community Fall Festival.  People in the community rallied around 

the Town volunteering to help.  Everyone worked together as a team.  Mrs. Leclair congratulated 

the Town Council and staff on the successful Festival and stated with each year it will grow and 

the Town should continue the Festival. 

 

 

 



Old Business: 

Mr. John E.B. Clark, Jr. reported on the following: 

 Presentation of Chilhowie/Washington County Service Authority Plant Study – Bobby 

Lane of the Lane Group appeared before Council to again give the presentation which he 

gave during the November 14, 2013 regular Council meeting in order to update the newer 

Council members concerning the Water Treatment Plant Study.           

 

 Resolution of Governing Body on Signing Authority on Water Project -  Mrs. Marlene 

Henderson presented to following: 

 

 

RESOLUTION OF GOVERNING BODY OF  

THE TOWN OF CHILHOWIE 

 

 The governing body of the Town of Chilhowie, consisting of six (6) members, in a duly 

called meeting held on the 9
th

 day of October, 2014 at which a quorum was present RESOLVED 

as follows: 

 

 BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that, in order to facilitate obtaining financial assistance 

from the United States of America, United States Department of Agriculture, Rural 

Development, (the Government) in the construction of the Mill Creek WTP Improvements 

Project, the governing body does hereby adopt and abide by the covenants contained in the 

agreements, documents and forms required by the Government to be executed. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor, Vice Mayor or Acting Town Manager be 

authorized to execute on behalf of the Town of Chilhowie, the above – referenced agreements 

and to execute such other documents including, but not limited to, debt instruments and security 

instruments as may be required in obtaining the said financial assistance. 

 

 This Resolution, along with a copy of the above-referenced documents, is hereby entered 

into the permanent minutes of the meetings of this Town Council. 

 

Attest: 

_______________________________   ______________________________ 

     Clerk-Treasurer       Mayor 

 

 

CERTIFICATION 

 

 I hereby certify that the above resolution was duly adopted by the Town Council of the 

Town of Chilhowie in a duly assembled meeting on the 9
th

 day of October, 2014. 

 

_______________________________ 

     Clerk – Treasurer 

 

 



 

Motion by Brent Foster, second by Bill Clear Council adopts the Resolution as presented.  The 

motion was approved with following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye   Jim Bonham   Aye 

Bill Clear   Aye   Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane   Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 

 

 Consideration of Approval of Hill Studio Contract for Downtown Planning Study - Mr. 

Clark reported the proposed contract from Hill Studio is included in the Council’s packet.  

There should be only one contract between the primary contractor and Hill Studio and the 

Hill Studio subcontractors will be left up to them.  The budget is $28,000.  Gavin Blevins 

of Mount Rogers Planning District Commission has been working on this project and 

appeared before Council to answer any questions.  Mr. Blevins stated that Thompson and 

Litton as well as Arnett Muldrow and Associates will subcontract under Hill Studios to 

complete four tasks.  Task One-a kick off meeting, Task Two-an economic restructuring 

plan, Task Three-a Downtown Revitalization Master Plan and Task Four-a final 

documentation of support.   

     

Motion by Brent Foster, second by Bill Clear Council approves the contract with Hill Studio in 

the amount of $28,000 and authorizes the Town Manager to sign the contract.  The motion was 

approved with following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye   Jim Bonham   Abstain 

Bill Clear   Aye   Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane   Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 

 

 Appointment to Planning Commission for unexpired term – Mrs. Henderson reported that 

the open seat for the Planning Commission has been advertised on the website and 

marquee in front of the Town Hall.  Two letters of interest to serve on the Commission 

have been received, one from Jim Paine and one from Laura Etta Wilkinson.  Mr. 

Bonham nominated Todd Williams.  Mr. Foster suggested Council to interview all three 

candidates during the next regular scheduled Council meeting.     

 

Motion by Brent Foster, second by Donna Blevins Council continues this matter and invites the 

three (3) candidates to the regular scheduled November 13, 2014 Council meeting.  The motion 

was approved with following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye   Jim Bonham   Aye 

Bill Clear   Aye   Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane   Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 

 

 Report on Board of Zoning Appeals action on 21 foot variance at 868 Midnight Drive – 

Mr. Clark reported the Board of Zoning Appeals met on September 23
rd

 to discuss the 

issue of granting a 21 foot variance for a non-conforming mobile home.  Testimony from 

the audience during that meeting was to elimination of the trailer, moving the trailer to 

another location and the upkeep of the trailer.  A mobile home is not allowed in a 

residential district unless it is in a designated mobile home park unless the mobile home 

was there prior to the Zoning Ordinance or the 1988 Boundary Adjustment which is 



believed to be the case.  The Board of Zoning Appeals voted 3-1 against granting the 

variance request.  Therefore the new trailer will not go in and the old trailer will remain.  

The petitioner has two options, one being to appeal it to the Circuit Court and two being 

repeat the same process.        

 

New Business: 

Mr. John E.B. Clark, Jr. reported on the following: 

 Presentation of preliminary cost/revenue figure of Fall Festival – Mrs. Henderson 

reported that is the preliminary total expenses are $18,755.37 and the Town took in 

$11,941.13 in revenue which leaves a net cost of $6,814.24.  Mr. Foster stated that some 

of the expense would have incurred regardless due to the police overtime.  Mrs. Donna 

Blevins suggested the Apple Festival Committee and the Town to combine their efforts.  

The Apple Festival Committee has a lot of expertise therefore the Town and the Apple 

Festival Committee could do a great job if they work together.  Mr. Charlie Doane stated 

that in order for two entities to come together as one it will require work on everyone’s 

part.   

 

Mrs. Blevins stated that the Town was supposed to set up a plan similar to the Apple 

Festival’s Master Plan.  Mrs. Henderson stated that it never came before Council.   

 

Motion by Donna Blevins, second by Brent Foster Council requests the Town staff to organize a 

meeting with the Apple Festival Committee and Town Council to combine efforts and to pool 

resources. The motion was approved with following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye   Jim Bonham   Aye 

Bill Clear   Aye   Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane   Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 

 

 Proposed changes of Fire Department Code – Fire Chief David Haynes reported that he 

has made some recommendations for additions to the Town Code.  Chief Haynes 

suggested the proposed changes be reviewed by the Fire and Police Committee.   

 

Mr. Bill Clear inquired about the hydrant that has been hit twice within 45 days and if it 

can be protected somehow.  Mr. Jay Keen stated that they have looked into that and will 

address the matter.  Mr. Bonham inquired if the fire hydrant on Main Street can be moved 

out to Whitetop Road or West Main Street.  Chief Haynes stated that if that hydrant is 

moved the hydrant on the corner of Whitetop Road cannot be moved.      

 

Motion by Brent Foster, second by Charlie Doane Council refers this matter to the Fire and 

Police Committee for review before the next regular scheduled Council meeting.  The motion 

was approved with following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye   Jim Bonham   Aye 

Bill Clear   Aye   Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane   Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 

 

 Proposal of establishment of Building/Fire Code Appeals Board – Chief Haynes reported 

that when the Town decided to enforce the Building Official and Code Administrators 



and also when the State wide Fire Prevention Code was adopted one of the requirements 

is to have an appeals board.  The appeals board needs to be established.  The board can be 

combined.  Mr. Cassell stated that generally it is one board to fulfill both requirements 

and hears all appeals.      

 

Motion by Brent Foster, second by Jim Bonham Council refers this matter to the Fire and Police 

Committee for review.  The motion was approved with following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye   Jim Bonham   Aye 

Bill Clear   Aye   Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane   Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 

 

 

 Request to hold second annual Warrior Run 5K on October 18
th

 at 10:00 am – Chief 

Stephen Price stated that the Police Department assisted with the previous year’s run and 

the school handles most of the details.  There were no issues experienced previously with 

the 5K run.   

 

Motion by Alan Counts, second by Donna Blevins Council approves the Warrior Run 5K.  The 

motion was approved with following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye   Jim Bonham   Aye 

Bill Clear   Aye   Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane   Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 

 

 

 Consideration of date that Halloween will be observed – Contacts have been made with 

the Town of Saltville and the Town of Marion.  Mr. Clark stated that the Town of Marion 

will observe Halloween on October 31
st
.  The Smyth County Board of Supervisors has 

the matter on their agenda for the October 14
th

 meeting, but there is no resolution at this 

time.  Chief Price stated that the Town of Saltville will also celebrate Halloween on 

October 31
st
.   

 

Concerning the Churches that hosts Truck or Treats this will impose an additional cost. 

Mr. Doane stated that it would be a good act for the Town of Chilhowie to move 

Halloween to Saturday, November 1
st
.       

 

Motion by Donna Blevins, second by Bill Clear Council approves Halloween being observed on 

November 1
st
. The motion was approved with following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye   Jim Bonham   Aye 

Bill Clear   Aye   Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane   Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 

 

 

 Chilhowie Elementary School Fall Festival Duck Race, October 11, 1:00 pm, from 

Shelter 3 to 2 – The Duck Race will take about 15 minutes.    

 



Motion by Charlie Doane, second by Brent Foster Council approves the Duck Race.  The motion 

was approved with following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye   Jim Bonham   Aye 

Bill Clear   Aye   Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane   Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 

 

Committee Reports: 

Mr. John E.B. Clark, Jr. reported on the following: 

 Report from Wellness and Parks Committee on Recreation Administration – The 

Wellness and Parks Committee met on Monday, October 6
th

 to discuss several matters 

the Recreation Department is experiencing.  One matter is leadership, there is Football, 

Cheerleading, Basketball and Wrestling and at this time there are four (4) individuals that 

oversee each of those sports.  Mr. Clear stated that it was decided that there is a need for 

one person to oversee all of the recreational sports but the budget does not allow for that 

this year.  It is ideal that this position be included in next year’s budget.   

 

Other matters are the need for background checks of those who coach and organize the 

recreational sports.  Scheduling gym space for basketball is also challenging.  Wrestling 

requires several hundred dollars for heating of the Riverside school where they practice.  

In years past the football director was paid but not the basketball, wrestling or 

cheerleading. Mr. Clark suggested dividing a lump sum between the four people who 

oversee each sport. Someone needs to have the mantel as a Town official in order to have 

authority.   

 

Motion by Brent Foster, second by Charlie Doane Council accepts the recommendation to pay 

the four (4) individuals who oversee the sporting events for this year. The motion was approved 

with following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye   Jim Bonham   Aye 

Bill Clear   Aye   Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane   Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 

 

 Report from Water Treatment Plant Steering Committee - Mr. Clark stated that there was 

a meeting held and there is some urgency to get the project started.  Mr. Foster stated that 

it was stated in the contract that the engineering portion would be awarded to the Lane 

Group therefore it does not have to be bid back out.  The Lane Group is also very familiar 

with the project and has been a part of the project since the beginning.  Mr. Bonham 

inquired if there are any kinds of procurement matters that may have to be addressed.  

Mr. Clark stated that there are procurement terms but they are in the Preliminary 

Engineering Report and a roll over clause is included in the PER.  If procurement was 

required it would set the project back three months.   

 

Mr. Foster stated that the filters used at the Water Treatment Plant have a life expectancy 

of six (6) years and they will be approaching that when the new plant is planned to be 

brought online.  If not the filters will be replaced at the cost of $400,000 to use for 

approximately one (1) year.  Contract negotiations will begin based on Rural 

Development’s budget and will be pending upon Rural Development’s approval.      



 

Motion by Brent Foster, second by Bill Clear Council authorizes the Town Manager to assist in 

negotiations of a contract in compliance with Rural Development requirements.  The motion was 

approved with following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye   Jim Bonham   Aye 

Bill Clear   Aye   Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane   Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 

 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 

 

       ______________________________Mayor 

        Gary L. Heninger 

 

       _______________________________Clerk 

        Marlene L. Henderson  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


