
Virginia: At the regular meeting of the Council of the Town of Chilhowie held at the 

Municipal Building, December 11, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Present: Honorable Gary L. Heninger, Mayor Presiding; Councilors Donna S. 

Blevins, James B. Bonham, III, Billy L. Clear, Alan W. Counts, Charlie E. 

Doane and F. Brent Foster. 

 

Absent: None.  

 

Also Present: Mr. John E. B. Clark, Jr., Town Manager; Mrs. Marlene L. Henderson, 

MMC, Clerk-Treasurer; Messrs. Paul Cassell, Town Attorney; Stephen 

Price, Chief of Police; C. David Haynes, Fire Chief; and Jay Keen, Public 

Works Director.   

 

Mayor Heninger called the meeting to order.  Gary Montgomery gave the Invocation.  The 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited.   

 

Approval of Minutes: 

Motion by Alan Counts, second by Donna Blevins Council adopts the November 13 and 

November 25, 2014 meeting minutes.  The motion was approved with following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye   Jim Bonham   Aye 

Bill Clear   Aye   Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane   Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 

 

Citizens Time: 

Lynn Pease, 752 Skyview Drive, appeared before Council to update the Council of the Library’s 

participation.  The Chilhowie Library was open fifteen days and closed for two holidays during 

the month of November.  There were 1,480 visitors which is an average of 99 people per day.  

During the month of November there were seven children’s shows with 131 children in 

attendance.  Mr. Pease thanked the Town Council and the Town of Chilhowie for the continued 

support.   

 

Sheila Ball, 501 Shuler Hollow Road, appeared before Council to address the possibility of a 

Dog Park being located in Chilhowie.  This would provide dog owners a safe environment to 

allow their pets to run off leash and get exercise in a controlled environment.  The closest Dog 

Park to Chilhowie is located at the Coomes Center in Abingdon and Sugar Hollow Park in 

Bristol.  There are also Dog Parks in Blacksburg, Radford, Salem and Roanoke.  Ms. Ball 

reported that she has created a Facebook page named Smyth County Dog Owners for a Dog Park 

and within two weeks she has 240 members.   

 

A Dog Park would need to be at least one acre.  A dog run is an area where the owner can allow 

their dog to run free without a leash but a dog park is more elaborate.  A dog park is a fenced in 

area within an existing park that provides water, bags for waste disposal, benches and shade 

trees.  Clean up would be the responsibility of the dog owners and the Town.  The dog park 

would promote responsible dog ownership and prevents them infringing upon the rights of others 



within the community such as joggers, small children or people who are afraid of dogs.  It also 

makes it easier for Animal Control to enforce the leash law.     

 

A sign would be required for the entrance of the park stating the rules and regulations.  Ms. Ball 

has contacted areas from Kingsport to Roanoke and they all reported that they have not had any 

issues concerning their dog parks.  The proposed dog park would have to be enclosed by a four 

to six foot vinyl coated fence with a secondary fence to enclose smaller dogs.  Liability may be 

an issue but the pets are the owner’s sole responsibility and owners are liable for their pets.  All 

vaccinations must be current and tags are required by State Law.  All dogs would be required to 

wear a collar and an I.D. at all times.  The dogs would not be allowed inside the enclosure 

without their owner.  Owners will be required to have their dog on a leash while entering and 

exiting the park.   

 

The only complaints that have been brought to Ms. Ball’s attention are the people who do not 

want to clean up after their dogs in their park.  Bag dispensers located throughout the park would 

encourage people to pick up after their dog.  Volunteer clean up days could also be scheduled to 

clean up the dog park.  Possible locations for a dog park include the upper end of the Recreation 

Park, the area behind the Exxon if developed, mega site, or somewhere off Route 107 and 

possibly the Tourism Center.  Ms. Ball will research grants and possible donations.   

 

Todd Necessary, 435 Sprinkle Avenue, Marion, Virginia appeared before Council to offer 

support to the proposed dog park in Smyth County.  Mr. Necessary would gladly drive to 

Chilhowie and pay a membership fee to utilize a dog park.  Members of a dog park are very good 

Stuarts of their animals and the property in the park itself.  Mr. Clear inquired as to the size 

requirement for a dog park.  It was stated that it would be a minimum of one acre.  Mr. 

Necessary stated that the dog park in Watauga, North Carolina the park was three acres and was 

divided up for the large dogs and smaller dogs.   

 

Barbara Brown, 435 Sprinkle Avenue, Marion, Virginia reported that the dog park in Roanoke is 

seven acres.  She proposed that 25% of the area be designated for small dogs and 75% be 

designated to large dogs.  Mr. Clear inquired if water would have to be provided.  Ms. Brown 

stated that if water is available that would be great but if water is not available then it would be 

the owners’ responsibility to provide water.  Dog parks also have benches and shade provided; a 

fence would be the largest expense.  Mr. Bonham inquired if the proposed dog park would 

require lighting.  It was stated that lighting would not be required; the park hours would be dawn 

to dusk.   

 

Cathy Smith appeared before Council as a Board member of the Chamber of Commerce.  On 

December 3
rd

 the Chamber of Commerce held their Networking Breakfast at the Smyth County 

Technology Center and there were over 50 people in attendance.  The presentation during the 

breakfast was provided by Virginia Highlands Community College Workforce Development.  

Mrs. Smith also attended the ribbon cutting for Mayville Engineering Company in Atkins.  The 

Governor, Secretary of Commerce and Trade, Mr. Jones; Senator Bill Carrico, Delegate Jeff 

Campbell and Israel O’Quinn were in attendance.  This company has created 160 new jobs and 

there is discussion for expansion; it is a $10 million investment.  Mrs. Smith and Mr. Clark were 

the only people in attendance from Chilhowie.  As representatives of the community it is 



important to attend and show support at events such as this.  A goal of the Chamber of 

Commerce is to mesh all of the communities together, support all of the localities events and 

work together.  This idea could create possibilities for the people of Chilhowie.  All elected 

officials and appointed officials within the county need to come together and work to make this a 

better place to live.   

 

Public Hearings: 

 Proposed changes of Article I, Section 26 regarding Fire and EMS Departments.  

Mrs. Henderson presented to following: 

 

Public Hearing Notice 

The Chilhowie Town Council will be holding a public hearing to solicit input on several changes 

relating to Article I, Section 26 of the Code of Chilhowie in regards to the Town of Chilhowie 

Fire and EMS Department. The public hearing will be held on Tuesday, December 11, 2014 at 

7:00 p.m. at the Chilhowie Town Hall, 325 East Lee Highway. A copy of the proposed ordinance 

is available for review at the Town Hall. At the hearing any person is invited to appear and speak 

thereon. 

By Authority of the Mayor and Town Council, 

John E. B. Clark, Jr., Interim Town Manager  

 

Mayor Heninger opened the Public Hearing at 7:36 p.m. 

 

Gary Montgomery Somebody has got to answer to somebody.  It looks like a solid 

plan to me. 

 

Cathy Smith It is a well written plan. 

 

Mayor Heninger closed the Public Hearing at 7:37 p.m. 

 

 Proposed establishment of a General Board of Appeals for Fire and Building Code.  

Mrs. Henderson presented the following: 

 

Public Hearing Notice 

The Chilhowie Town Council will be holding a public hearing to solicit input on establishing a 

General Board of Appeals instituted to receive appeals related the Virginia Statewide Fire 

Prevention Code and the Uniform Statewide Building Code, and comparable town statues and 

ordinances. The public hearing will be held on Tuesday, December 11, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. at the 

Chilhowie Town Hall, 325 East Lee Highway. A copy of the Proposed Ordinance is available for 

review at the Town Hall. At that hearing any person is invited to appear and speak thereon. 

 

By Authority of the Mayor and Chilhowie Town Council, 

John E. B. Clark, Jr., Interim Town Manager  

 



Mayor Heninger opened the Public Hearing at 7:38 p.m. 

No one wished to speak. 

Mayor Heninger closed the Public Hearing at 7:38 p.m. 

 

Old Business: 

Mr. John E.B. Clark, Jr. reported on the following: 

 

 Council Action on two Public Hearings – Mr. Jim Bonham inquired about an 

application to remove a fire hydrant on Main Street therefore parking can be 

completed legally.  He suggested postponing any adoption of the proposed change of 

Article I, Section 26 until the fire hydrant is removed.  Chief David Haynes stated 

that the Fire Department is in no way opposed to removing the hydrant.  Mr. Foster 

inquired if it is a possibility of marking the hydrant as out of service.  Mr. Cassell 

stated that the Town Manager and/or Fire Chief can be instructed to exempt the 

hydrant under discussion from enforcement.    

 

Motion by Brent Foster, second by Donna Blevins Council adopts the proposed change of 

Article 1, Section 26 regarding Town of Fire & EMS Department. The motion was approved 

with the following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye   Jim Bonham   Aye 

Bill Clear   Aye   Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane   Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 

 

Motion by Jim Bonham, second by Brent Foster Council to exempt the hydrant located on Main 

Street from enforcement.  The motion was approved with the following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye   Jim Bonham   Aye 

Bill Clear   Aye   Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane   Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 

 

 Mr. Bonham inquired if Council was still reviewing the exception of maintaining a 

complete group for the appeals.  There are strict requirements in the State Code.  Mr. 

Cassell stated that the General Board of Appeals will do their very best to comply 

with the State regulation.  At times it may not be possible with an area as small as 

Chilhowie.   

 

Motion by Brent Foster, second by Donna Blevins Council adopts the General Board of Appeals 

for Fire and Building Code. The motion was approved with the following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye   Jim Bonham   Aye 

Bill Clear   Aye   Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane   Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 

 

 Consideration of repealing Existing 26-91 “Board of Fire Prevention Code Appeals.” 

– Mr. Cassell reported that this is duplicative of what was just done and the General 

Board of Appeals allows for one Board of Appeals to cover everything with the 



limited population in the Town of Chilhowie.  Mr. Clark inquired if a Public Hearing 

would be required.  Mr. Cassell confirmed.   

 

Motion by Jim Bonham, second by Brent Foster Council sets a Public Hearing during the regular 

scheduled Council meeting, January 8, 2014.  The motion was approved with the following 

recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye   Jim Bonham   Aye 

Bill Clear   Aye   Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane   Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 

 

 Adoption of Additions on Classifications Plan from November 25
th

 Council meeting 

– Additional narrative codification has been added.  An employee that does not 

receive a merit increase will be put on a plan of action.  The plan of action will serve 

as a guide to the employee through proactive steps and earning a good rating of seven 

or higher.  The time frame for the plan of action will be no less than three months and 

no more than six months.  If the employee receives an evaluation of seven or more 

they will receive the 2.5 merit increase from the date forward not retroactively to the 

original anniversary date.  The department heads will be evaluated by the Town 

Manager and the Mayor will co-sign the evaluation.   

 

Motion by Jim Bonham, second by Alan Counts Council adopts the Pay Classification Policy as 

amended.  The motion was approved with the following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye   Jim Bonham   Aye 

Bill Clear   Aye   Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane   Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 

 

 Consideration of adopting three documents relating to Mill Creek Regional Water 

Treatment Plant Upgrade. 1. Amended and Restated Regional Water Agreement. 2. 

Memorandum of Understanding. 3. Proposed contract between The Lane Group and 

Town/WCSA. – Mr. Bobby Lane with The Lane Group discussed the three 

documents.  Amendment 1 is the result of a requirement of a Letter of Condition 

received from Rural Development.  When funding was proposed for the project two 

items were addressed such has how the Town and Washington County Service 

Authority will pay back the loan and how the Service Authority will pay their portion 

of the loan to the Town so the Town can pay Rural Development.  This amendment 

modifies the terms of the agreement such that the agreement will remain in full force 

and effect as long as the regional facility is in operation or as long as the Rural 

Development loan remains unpaid.   

 

Council proposed some changes during the previous meeting and those changes are 

advised in Amendment 1.  Mr. Lane reported that the Memorandum of Understanding 

between Chilhowie and Washington County is drafted as a result of the Steering 

Committee meeting at which time it was decided that the Letter of Conditions needs 

to lay out which party does what.  It also assigns the responsibility for Bond Council, 

Legal Services Agreement, facility control and accounting to the Town of Chilhowie.  

Basically assigns the payment of engineering services to Washington County up until 



loan closing. At closing the WCSA will be reimbursed for the amounts paid for 

engineering services. 

 

Revisions have been made to the Engineering Services Agreement by request of 

Washington County Service Authority.  This document is in accordance with Rural 

Development guidelines.  Once the agreement is approved it will be sent to Rural 

Development for review, approval and sign off.   

 

Rural Development requires the Town and Washington County to have a full time 

resident inspector on the job.  The inspector does not have to be an employee of the 

engineer.  From a liability standpoint The Lane Group recommends the inspector be 

someone from the engineer and daily inspection will be required. 

 

Motion by Brent Foster, second by Bill Clear Council approves all three documents contingent 

upon Washington County Service Authority action.  The motion was approved with the 

following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye   Jim Bonham   Abstain 

Bill Clear   Aye   Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane   Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 

 

 Replacing railing at Tourism Center - Five contractors have been contacted over the 

past four months and a price was not obtained close to the current price of $12,500.  

Mr. Clark stated the contractor has a liability policy, workers compensation and a 

contractor’s license policy on himself.  

  

Motion by Charlie Doane, second by Brent Foster Council approves the cost of $12,500 to 

replace the railing at the Tourism Center.  The motion was approved with the following recorded 

vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye   Jim Bonham   Aye 

Bill Clear   Aye   Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane   Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 

 

 Update on Planning Grant in Downtown Revitalization and Proposed Agreement with 

Mount Rogers Planning District Commission – The Committee will meet two more 

times, January and February and then they will submit their findings.  They will then 

prepare the grant submission package by March 15, 2015.   

 

The Mount Roger Planning District Commission services, as contracted, is $7,000, 

planning grant activities $2,000, conducting a visiting session is $2,000 and pre-

contact activities is $3,000.  The remaining $28,000 will go to Hill Studios and their 

sub-contractors.    By Council approving the contract, Mount Rogers will be able to 

draw down their portion of the $35,000 planning grant. 

 

Motion by Brent Foster, second by Donna Blevins Council approves the contract as presented. 

The motion was approved with the following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

 



Donna Blevins   Aye   Jim Bonham   Abstain 

Bill Clear   Aye   Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane   Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 

 

 Appointment of Two Terms on Planning Commission ending December 31, 2014 – 

The terms of Lynn Pease, current Chairman of the Planning Commission and Jim 

Bonham, the Council representative will expire on December 31, 2014.   

 

Motion by Donna Blevins, second by Brent Foster Council reappoints Lynn Pease and Jim 

Bonham to serve on the Planning Commission. The motion was approved with the following 

recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye   Jim Bonham   Aye 

Bill Clear   Aye   Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane   Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 

 

 Appointment of three terms on Industrial Development Authority ending December 

31, 2014 – The terms ending is Martha Lynn Heath and Shirley Little will expire on 

December 31, 2014.  Both have agreed to serve if reappointed.  The term of Travis 

Hill expires December 31, 2014.  He now lives outside of Town limits and someone 

will need to be replaced. Sarah Heffinger has expressed an interest. Mr. Foster will 

contact Ms. Heffinger and inquire if she would like to serve. 

 

Motion by Brent Foster, second by Jim Bonham Council reappoints Shirley Little and Martha 

Lynn Heath to the Industrial Development Authority.  Sarah Heffinger will be contacted and 

appointed to serve on the Industrial Development Authority if she agrees.  The motion was 

approved with the following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye   Jim Bonham   Aye 

Bill Clear   Aye   Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane   Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 

 

New Business: 

Mr. John E.B. Clark, Jr. reported on the following: 

 

 Letter from Mr. Dick Ryan on Old Wellness Center Equipment – Mr. Ryan appeared 

before Council to discuss a letter from the Lifetime Wellness Center in Marion 

expressing interested in placing a satellite in Chilhowie to offer wellness classes as 

well as exercise equipment for a fitness center.  The Wellness Center is replacing a lot 

of the exercise equipment and would like to donate the older equipment to the Town 

of Chilhowie.  The donation would consist of thirty pieces of equipment that is valued 

at $1,500 each.   

 

The Wellness Center would like to meet with a small committee from the Town to 

discuss the possibility of the equipment donation.  Mr. Bonham stated that the Old 

High School could be a good venue due to the extra space in the back of the building.  

Mr. Ryan reported that it would not only be a fitness center but classes could be 

offered as well.  The Wellness Center will also maintain the equipment, but the Town 



can also get the equipment and sell it and keep the money.  A Committee was formed 

by Donna Blevins, Brent Foster, Mayor Heninger and John Clark to further 

investigate the wellness equipment.   

 

Motion by Jim Bonham, second by Charlie Doane Council authorizes Town Manager upon 

approval to locate a place to store the equipment and plan to get equipment. The motion was 

approved with the following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye   Jim Bonham   Aye 

Bill Clear   Aye   Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane   Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 

 

 Request from Mrs. Shelia Ball on Dog Park – Mr. Bonham stated that they would be 

further along with the project if they would set up a 501(C)(3) organization so there 

would be a management group associated with the dog park.  Then bring the matter 

before the Planning Commission so it can be reviewed for a location for zoning 

purposes.  Location and funding are the main obstacles to overcome.  Mrs. Ball stated 

that she will conduct grant searches and send letters to other organizations.   

 

 Proposed agreement with Mount Rogers Planning District Commission on H.L. 

Bonham Tourism Trail – Mr. Clark reported the project is scheduled to being in the 

spring 2015.  The 2004 construction cost estimate is $600,000 and the total cost is 

$715,000 and the Town is responsible for $143,000.  There is a contract with PDC 

and the fee can be a part of the $143,000.  In the contract 2% of construction not to 

exceed $12,182 is the Town’s match portion of costs.  This protects the Town in two 

ways, if costs estimate increases over $600,000 they cannot charge more than the 

$12,182.  If the cost estimate goes down due to the trail goes to gravel instead of 

asphalt the cost would be less than $12,182.  The expense is not a budgeted item and 

the project will be bid out in the spring.    

 

If the project is not moved forward the Town could be held liable and have to pay 

back a percentage of the grant funds to VDOT for the remodeling of the H.L Bonham 

Tourism Center.  The Town can complete some of the project’s construction and use 

that as an in-kind match.    

 

Motion by Brent Foster, second by Jim Bonham Council accepts the Memorandum of 

Understanding with Mount Rogers Planning District Commission. The motion was approved 

with the following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye   Jim Bonham   Aye 

Bill Clear   Aye   Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane   Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 

 

 Removal of Old Lomans Store – Mayor Heninger reported that several years ago two 

teenagers burned the inside of the building.  The structure is very dangerous and 

hazardous.  Winter is a good time to tear the building down.  Mr. Montgomery stated 

that the First Baptist Church wants the building torn down.  The Loman’s family 



agrees with the removal the building.  At one time there was discussion of replacing 

the building with a Pavilion.   

 

Motion by Brent Foster, second by Donna Blevins Council authorizes the Public Works 

Department to tear down the building at Public Work’s convenience.   The motion was approved 

with the following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye   Jim Bonham   Aye 

Bill Clear   Aye   Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane   Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 

 

 Veteran’s Memorial- Mayor Heninger stated there are a lot of local Veterans that 

have approached him requesting a Veteran’s Memorial.  There is space available 

beside Town Hall.  Donations would be accepted.  Mr. Foster suggested the School to 

look into the matter as an art project.      

 

Motion by Brent Foster, second by Alan Counts Council refers this matter to the Buildings and 

Grounds Committee.   The motion was approved with the following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye   Jim Bonham   Aye 

Bill Clear   Aye   Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane   Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 

 

Committee Reports: 

Mr. John E.B. Clark, Jr. reported on the following: 

 

 Report on Festival meeting on December 2, 2014 – The outcome of the Festival 

meeting was to develop a Steering Committee that consists of two school officials, 

two Council members and two Apple Festival Committee members to meet at the 

school prior to Christmas.  One discussion was how the Town would act upon the 

selling of food or items on private property during festival dates.  The current generic 

Master Plan the Town has generated is too specific and there is a difference between 

a three hour event and a three day event.   

 

Motion by Brent Foster, second by Donna Blevins Council will have the Apple Festival Master 

Plan finalized by the February meeting at the latest.  Motion withdrawn.  

 

Mrs. Blevins inquired if the Steering Committee is still scheduled to meet.  Mr. Clear 

inquired if the parade is to be turned over to the Apple Festival.  It was stated that is a 

matter the Steering Committee would address. Mr. Clear inquired if the Town hired 

an Activities Director would that person be the head of the Festival.  At this time the 

Town does not have an Activities Director.  Mrs. Blevins stated that there is already 

an Apple Festival Committee in place.   

Mr. Cassell inquired as to what Council would like to be done.  Mr. Foster explained 

that the generic Master Plan the Town has was never adopted and it is too specific.  

The request is for the Town Attorney to review the Master Plan and revise it to be 

simpler terms.  Mr. Cassell stated that he would require guidance to cut down the 

Master Plan.  Mr. Groseclose inquired if Mr. Cassell had reviewed the Apple Festival 



Master Plan and if there was anything wrong with the current plan.  Mr. Cassell 

confirmed he has reviewed the Apple Festival Master Plan and it is a separate 

document to what the Town is trying to implement.  The reason for the Town to 

develop an overall generic Master Plan is for one to be available to anyone else that 

would like to host an event in the Town of Chilhowie. 

 

Motion by Brent Foster, second by Donna Blevins Council will no later than February approve 

or disapprove the 2015 Apple Festival Master Plan.  Motion withdrawn. 

 

The Apple Festival Master Plan Council has is for 2014.  Mr. Foster stated that he 

would like to use that as a template.  Mrs. Blevins stated the Apple Festival 

Committee would need to submit a new Master Plan for 2015.  Mr. Doane suggested 

changing the date on the 2014 Master Plan.  He inquired if the Apple Festival Master 

Plan was approved in February would that allow enough time for the Apple Festival 

Committee to organize the 2015 Apple Festival.  Mr. Groseclose stated that if some 

areas of the plan had to be changed and agreed upon that would push the approval of 

the plan back a month or so.  He suggested the plan be approved or disapproved 

during the January Council meeting.   

 

Motion by Charlie Doane, second by Donna Blevins Council will add the 2015 Apple Festival 

Master Plan to the January Council meeting’s agenda for approval or disapproval. The motion 

was approved with the following recorded vote: 

Donna Blevins   Aye   Jim Bonham   Aye 

Bill Clear   Aye   Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane   Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 

 

Mr. Clark inquired about the Steering Committee meeting.  He stated that the Band 

Competition will be revised in the Master Plan to allow the school to organize and 

execute the Band Competition.  Mr. Groseclose stated that the Apple Festival 

Committee has already given the Band Competition to the school.  Although the 

name of the competition will remain under the Apple Festival, but it will be a school 

function.  Mrs. Blevins insisted the Town and the Apple Festival work together 

concerning the festival therefore there should not be any blame going around or non-

cooperation.   

 

 Department Reports – Mr. Clark reported that Council gave 2% raise to all full time 

employees in September and the other 1.5% would come into effect with the 

classification plan.  He stated that the part time employees only received 2% increase.  

Payroll is currently $40,000 and an extra 1.5% would be an extra $600.  This is a 

budgeted item.   

 

Motion by Donna Blevins, second by Alan Counts Council approves a 1.5% increase in pay to 

all part time employees to go into effect January 1, 2015. The motion was approved with the 

following recorded vote: 

 

 



Donna Blevins   Aye   Jim Bonham   Aye 

Bill Clear   Abstain  Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane   Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 

 

Chief Haynes reported that Dr. Reynolds is retiring December 19, 2014.  He serves as 

the Fire/EMS Medical Director. Dr. Mark Wilkinson has agreed to serve as the 

Fire/EMS Medical Director.  He is currently the OMD for Wings and Abingdon 

Ambulance Service.  He is over all emergency rooms for Mountain States Health 

Alliance.  Dr. Wilkinson is highly recommended and they are currently finishing up 

the paperwork.  The Chilhowie Fire/EMS Department is pleased to have him come on 

board.   

 

Chief Haynes stated that two grants have been recently submitted.  One is for an 

ambulance for $189,465.  This grant is 95% grant and 5% match for a total of $9,022.  

The second grant submitted is for mobile portable radios for a total of $99,841 and 

some other equipment for a total of $21,180.  The match total is $5,762.  The sale of 

the ambulance that will be replaced will generate more revenue than both of the 

required match amounts.   

 

Chief Haynes reported that they have received positive feedback from Taco Bell and 

action will take place in January.  Mr. Foster inquired about the pool behind the 

Rainbow.  Chief Haynes stated he will follow up on the matter.  The trailers were in 

the process of being removed when Chief Haynes last met with the property owner.  

 

Chief Price reported that two new Police vehicles will be delivered soon.  The speed 

trailer has been placed in several areas around Town and seems to be accomplishing 

its purpose.  The Police Department has been very busy the past several days and 

Chief Price and all of the Officers would like to thank the State Police, Smyth County 

Sheriff’s Department as well as the surrounding Towns for all of their support.   

 

Mr. Keen stated that he would obtain the demolition permits required and schedule to 

being work on the removal of Loman’s Store.       

 

Motion by Brent Foster, second by Donna Blevins this meeting is adjourned at 9:15 p.m. The 

motion was approved with the following recorded vote: 

Donna Blevins   Aye   Jim Bonham   Aye 

Bill Clear   Aye   Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane   Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 

 

 

  

       ______________________________Mayor 

        Gary L. Heninger 

 

       _______________________________Clerk 

        Marlene L. Henderson  


