
Virginia: At the continued meeting from June 13, 2013 of the Council of the Town of 

Chilhowie held at the Municipal Building, Tuesday, June 25, 2013 at 7:00 

p.m. 

 

Present: Honorable Gary L. Heninger, Mayor Presiding; Councilors James B. 

Bonham, III, Bill Clear, Brent Foster, Lewis W. Shortt, Jr., Kelly Spencer-

Hill and Cathy M. Smith. 

 

Absent: None.  

 

Also Present: Mr. William C. Boswell, Jr., Town Manager; Mrs. Marlene L. Henderson, 

MMC, Clerk-Treasurer; Messrs. Richard A. Money, Town Attorney; C. 

David Haynes, Fire Chief; Stephen W. Price, Police Chief and Jay Keen, 

Public Works Director.   

 

Mayor Heninger called the meeting to order.   

 

The matter of the utility rate increase was brought on for discussion.  Mrs. Smith inquired as 

to why the residential rate begins at 2,000 gallons instead of 5,000 gallons.  Mr. Foster stated that 

not many people use more than 2,000 gallons.   

Upon motion of Mr. Foster, second by Mr. Clear Council hereby adopts the utility rate 

increase as advertised.  Record of vote:  Ayes:  Councilors Bonham, Clear, Shortt, Spencer-

Hill and Smith.  Nays:  Councilman Foster.  Absent:  None.      
 

The matter of the proposed 2013-2014 budget was brought on for discussion.  Mr. Foster 

inquired if the budget could be changed once it has been adopted.  Mrs. Henderson stated that it 

can be changed at any time.  Mr. Clear inquired as to why it would be changed once it was 

adopted.  Mr. Foster stated that if anything needs to be changed it can be changed.  Mr. Clear 

stated that he could understand that if it was an emergency.  Mr. Foster stated that he was asking 

for “what if” purposes.  Mr. Bonham inquired if there was something that Mr. Foster would like 

to change in the budget.  Mr. Foster stated that there is not anything in the actual numbers that he 

would like to change but he would like to see a hiring freeze since it is run as tight as it is.  He 

stated that he would also like to see a freeze on switching positions around so there is no more 

expense put on the budget than what there is already.   

 

Mr. Bonham inquired if he was regarding to overtime.  Mr. Foster stated that this was not 

pertaining to overtime.  He stated that the employees work overtime to repair leaks and make 

sewer repairs and that cannot be stopped.  Mayor Heninger stated that overtime is going to occur.  

Mr. Foster stated that he was regarding the fact of switching positions to increase salaries.  Mr. 

Clear inquired if positions were switched then that would involve training.  Mr. Foster agreed.  

Mrs. Smith stated that a special circumstance would be if someone obtained a certification that 

would bump them up to the next pay grade.  Mr. Foster stated that he would agree with that, if 

someone received training then they deserve the increase. Mrs. Spencer-Hill inquired if there had 

been someone switching positions for a higher salary.  Mayor Heninger stated that has not 

happened to his knowledge.  Mr. Boswell stated that the Town is currently on a hiring freeze and 

no one is switching positions to his knowledge.  Mr. Money inquired if they were attempting to 



make an amendment to the budget.  Mr. Foster stated that they are not trying to make an 

amendment to the budget and Mr. Boswell had stated that the Town is on a hiring freeze and that 

he is satisfied with that.  Mr. Foster stated that the Town has been so tight on its money there is 

no need for any new person to be hired unless someone retires.  And if they need to be replaced 

then they will be replaced.  Mrs. Spencer-Hill stated that it would be a as need basis.        

Upon motion of Mr. Foster, second by Mrs. Smith and unanimously passed Council hereby 

adopts the proposed budget.   Record of vote:  Ayes:  Councilors Bonham, Clear, Foster, 

Shortt, Spencer-Hill and Smith.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.   
 

The matter of setting the Tax Levy for 2013-2014 was brought on for discussion.  Mrs. 

Henderson stated that there has been no change to the Tax Levy and it is the same Resolution 

since 2008.  Mrs. Henderson presented the following:   

 

RESOLUTION 

 

Tax levy for 2013-2014 

 

  

(1) Upon all real estate, in the Town of Chilhowie, Virginia, $0.17 cents per 

$100.00 of assessed valuation. 

 

(2) Upon all tangible personal property in the Town of Chilhowie, Virginia, 

$0.30 cents per $100.00 of assessed valuation.  Minimum tax:  $5.00.  The 

automobile decals cost will be added to the personal property bill.   

 

(3) Upon all machinery and tools within the Town of Chilhowie, Virginia, $0.30 

cents per $100.00 of assessed valuation.  Minimum tax:  $5.00. 

 

 

(4) Upon all mobile homes in the Town of Chilhowie, Virginia, $0.30 cents per 

$100.00 of assessed valuation.  Minimum tax:  $5.00. 

 

Upon motion of Mr. Bonham, second by Mr. Foster and passed Council hereby adopts and 

sets the foregoing tax levy for the fiscal year 2013-2014.  Record of vote:  Ayes:  Councilors 

Bonham, Clear, Foster, Shortt, Spencer-Hill and Smith.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.   

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGED AND SIGNED: 

 

 

 
__________________________        _____________________________ 

     Gary L. Heninger, Mayor       Marlene L. Henderson, Clerk 

 

Mr. Clear inquired as to who is in charge to ensure that everyone pays their real estate taxes.  

Mrs. Henderson stated that bills are sent out and then a second notice is sent out and then the 



debt is collected through the Department of Taxation Set Off Debt and if they do not pay that 

what if the property is ever sold the Town collects the debt then.  Mr. Clear inquired if that has 

ever been done.  Mr. Boswell confirmed.  Mrs. Henderson stated that the Town’s collection rate 

is 98%.  Mr. Foster commended her on the efforts and results of collections.  

 

The matter of any other Council business was brought on for discussion.  Mayor Heninger 

stated that the Berry’s water line was discussed during the Committee meeting.  Mrs. Smith 

reported that the motion was made to have Berry’s pay the connection fee of $2,905. She stated 

that back flow prevention will be installed as well as a high low meter at Berry’s expense.  Mrs. 

Smith reported that Berry’s had requested the Town to waive the $2,905 and the Public Works 

Committee felt that there were other situations with customers and Berry’s is a customer to.  Mr. 

Foster inquired if the $2,905 is not just at the cost of the Town.  Mr. Keen stated that the cost of 

materials alone is right at $2,500.  Mrs. Smith stated that with the labor and all they are 

screeching by.  Mr. Keen stated that it would take a full day to install.   

 

Mr. Bonham inquired if this is being done for water leaks, older lines, and older buildings and 

since the owner is installing a new line.  Mrs. Smith confirmed and reported that they are going 

to replace the 6” fire line, but if the Town would absorb the cost of $2,905.  She stated that 

Berry’s would also install a new 2” water line.  Mrs. Smith reported that currently the 6” fire line 

has a 2” water line tapped in that runs into the building, this will be disconnected so there will be 

a 6” fire line as well as a 2” water line.  Mrs. Smith stated that Berry’s would have to pay for it to 

be metered correctly.  Mr. Shortt stated that there would be a liability to the Town without the 

back flows.  Mrs. Smith agreed.  

Upon motion of Mrs. Smith, second by Mr. Foster and unanimously passed Berry’s Truss 

is to pay a connection fee of $2,905 and also install a backflow prevention device and a 

meter at their cost.   Record of vote:  Ayes:  Councilors Bonham, Clear, Foster, Shortt, 

Spencer-Hill and Smith.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.   
 

Mr. Foster inquired if the backflow goes on the fire line.  Mr. Keen confirmed and stated that the 

backflow is included in the $2,905.  Mr. Foster inquired if the fire line will be metered once it is 

installed.  Mr. Keen confirmed.  Mr. Foster inquired if the fire line is ever used.  Mr. Keen stated 

that he is sure that it has been used at some point and time but he does not know what for.  Mrs. 

Smith stated that concerning the fire line they will be able to tell if there is any water going 

through the meter or not.   

 

Mr. Keen reported that the water meter at Kennametal was installed since the late 1970’s and 

there have been issues with the meter the last couple of years.  He stated that they read the meter 

daily for something in the plant and they have requested that the meter be replaced.  Mr. Keen 

stated that Kennametal paid for the meter originally and the cost is $4,945.99.  He stated that 

they requested the meter be changed during the week of July 4
th

, but they have changed that until 

sometime in August.  Mr. Keen stated that Kennametal will purchase the vault that goes in 

around the meter.    

 

Mr. Bonham stated that he was confused on the property, he inquired that Berry’s was going to 

pay for their replacement meter but the Town is paying for Kennametal’s.  Mr. Keen stated that 

Berry’s is changing their location.  Mr. Bonham inquired if it was going to be placed at their 



property line.  Mr. Keen stated that it is not, it will be placed right in front of the building. Mr. 

Bonham inquired if both situations were being treated the same way.  Mr. Keen stated that 

Kennametal purchased their meter originally when it was installed.  Mr. Boswell stated that 

Berry’s is changing the design and the location.  Mr. Keen stated that Kennametal is taking the 

old meter out and installing a new one in the same spot and there will be no tap made, Berry’s is 

making a new tap.  Mr. Bonham stated that it appears that the Town is buying one meter and 

charging for another.  He stated that he understood that new construction is being done.  Mr. 

Foster stated that Berry’s has never had a metered line coming into the building.  Mr. Bonham 

inquired if Mr. Keen is not trying to say that the Town is charging Berry’s for the tap fee, but not 

charging Kennametal a tap fee because they are not making a new tap.  Mr. Keen confirmed. 

Upon motion of Mr. Shortt, second by Mrs. Smith and unanimously passed Council hereby 

approves to go ahead and change the meter for Kennametal. Record of vote:  Ayes:  

Councilors Bonham, Clear, Foster, Shortt, Spencer-Hill and Smith.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  

None.   

 

Mrs. Smith reported that there has been a question regarding a donation request, she stated that 

she has checked with Dr. Robinson with the School Board regarding Chenoa’s request and they 

typically do not contribute financially to these types of trips due to the number of requests.  Mrs. 

Smith stated that Dr. Robinson is not aware if the school is doing anything for her or not.    

 

Upon motion of Mr. Shortt, second by Mrs. Smith and unanimously passed the meeting is 

adjourned at 7:26 p.m. Record of vote:  Ayes:  Councilors Bonham, Clear, Foster, Shortt, 

Spencer-Hill and Smith.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.   

 

 

_________________________________  ____________________________________                                                                              

 Gary L. Heninger, Mayor           Marlene L. Henderson, MMC, Clerk 

 

Date approved:  July 11, 2013 

 

 

 


