
 

Virginia: At the regular meeting of the Council of the Town of Chilhowie held at the 

Municipal Building, Thursday, March 14, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Present: Honorable Gary L. Heninger, Mayor Presiding; Councilors James B. 

Bonham, III, Bill Clear, Brent Foster, Lewis W. Shortt, Jr. and Cathy M. 

Smith. 

 

Absent: None.  

 

Also Present: Mr. William C. Boswell, Jr., Town Manager; Mrs. Marlene L. Henderson, 

MMC, Clerk-Treasurer; Messrs. Richard A. Money, Town Attorney; C. 

David Haynes, Fire Chief; and Stephen W. Price, Police Chief.   

 

 

Mayor Heninger called the meeting to order.  Mr. Boswell gave the Invocation.  The Pledge of 

Allegiance was recited.   

 

 

The matter of approval of the regular meeting minutes held February 14, 2013 was 

brought on for discussion. 

Upon motion of Mr. Bonham, second by Mrs. Smith and unanimously passed the minutes 

of the regular meeting held February 14, 2013 are approved.  Record of vote:  Ayes:  

Councilors Bonham, Clear, Foster, Shortt and Smith.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

 

Citizen Time 

 

Ron Thomason Mayor Heninger and members of the Town Council, Town Manager Bill 

and our fine Attorney Rick, it is always a pleasure for me to come and 

speak to the Councils about our Tourism initiatives and how we are doing 

and I have something that I want to give you that we will talk about for a 

second and it kind of gives you an overview of what we have been doing 

in the County. 

 

 Mayor knows all of this but I will give him one anyway.  One of the things 

that the Virginia Tourism Corporation does is they put together all this 

data for every individual County throughout the State and it is very easy to 

get it off of www.virginia.org.  You can get it just as easily as I can, but if 

you look at the document in front of you it talks about travel economic 

impacts and these are the dollars that deals with tourism for Smyth 

County; that is the entire County.  If you look over to the right you can see 

from 2010 to 2011 the expenditures in Tourism went up 8.1% and that was 

the average of the State.  So our Tourism is doing just as well Statewide as 

in the other Counties and I think that is a very important number.   

 



 

 Now if you go down and look at the local excise tax collections, the 

lodging excise tax collected went from $82,000 to $142,000 which is a 

72.6% increase from 2010 over to 2011.  And the food service excise tax 

collected went to $767,296 to $1,091,809 for a 42.3%.  Now how does 

that occur?  It occurs from traffic.  That occurs from traffic going into our 

motels and restaurants and spending dollars.  This is the way this whole 

document is determined and as you can see we are making a difference.   

 

 Now how are we doing that?  If you look at now almost everything is so 

electronic.  Some of us might not be quite as astute as some of our 

children and our middle age, but we are doing it through websites and 

mobile websites.  We have three websites of our own.  We have our own 

Tourism website, we have a website for our motorcycle trial and we have 

a website for our fishing trail.  So everybody has access to the things that 

we are doing and we really only scratched the surface when it comes to 

being able to become mobile super, but we are gradually getting there.  

We are gradually spending the dollars to get us there. 

 

 Our next program and I hope when I come back next year I can tell you 

that you can take one of these mobile hand phones and you can actually 

pull up our website in your hand.  People are doing it today, but I have not 

done that yet because in the next budget year I should have the dollars 

hopefully to be able to do that and then people that are driving up and 

down the Interstate will not have to come to the Tourism Center if they 

want to come to the Riverfront Restaurant.  We will have it on there and 

they can look on there and they can see that.  It is just like if they want to 

come to the museum, it will be on there and they can come do that.  It is a 

way of life and it is something that we have to move into that age and we 

are gradually doing it. 

 

 One of the really big things that I am really proud of is our motorcycle 

trail.  We have two different trails and we only did this by, we were not 

going to be able to do this if we had not been able to do it on a cooperative 

effort with both Tazewell County and Wythe County.  And we got grants 

to do those and you can see we got Back of the Dragon, Route 16, thirty-

two miles from Marion to Tazewell and then over on the right side we 

have the Claw of the Dragon, which is a number of trails throughout 

Southwest Virginia.  Now the Mayor has probably ridden every one of 

these as you know he is now has got two or three motorcycles. 

 

Mayor Heninger Two. 

 

Ron Thomason Okay, the reason we did that is thirty-two is good, thirty-two miles is good 

and I just got back from a motorcycle show in Charlotte.  I spent three 

days there promoting our motorcycle trails.  Thirty-two miles is good and 

the Tail of the Dragon which has been so popular down in North Carolina 



 

and Tennessee is only eleven miles, as you can see on our advertisement.  

We say eleven; try thirty-two and I can honestly say that everybody that 

came by at the show said that thirty-two is a lot better than eleven.  Plus 

the fact when they leave Tazewell and when they leave Marion all these 

other trails that we have implemented, allows them to stay more than one 

day and that is what they are doing. 

 

 I have had Mayor Helms to call me on two different occasions and say I 

cannot get in the Sugar Grove Diner.  I say what is wrong do they have it 

closed and he says no there are so many motorcycles here they have got 

the place full and he says our initiative is working.  After I came back 

from the show I had a call from a guy from Chicago and he said he wants 

more information not only about the motorcycle trails but they want to 

come and spend several days if they come that far.  So this is the whole 

thing is to give them plenty things to do when they come, plenty of areas 

to ride and so that is what we have done with that initiative.    

 

 The other thing is our fishing trail, we are so excited about that because 

you all have got a trout stream now and there are a lot of people fishing it.  

There are a lot of people coming to Smyth County now to fish.  I also 

went to a two day fly fishing festival in Winston-Salem because I think 

that is the next big thing in fishing that we will see in Southwest Virginia.  

As we know the South Fork of the Holston River and the North Fork of 

the Holston River are two premiere fishing streams, both for small mouth 

bass and for trout.  And so that is what the fly fishing guys want, when 

they come to fish they do not want to stay one day, they want to stay two 

or three days and that is what we are after.  We want people to come stay 

spend the night and eat in our restaurants that generates these revenue 

dollars that we are talking about here. 

 

 But then we have all these other things in the County that some people do 

not quite understand the assets that we have.  We have numerous assets in 

the County, we have the theatre in Marion, the Song of the Mountains, we 

got the Museum in Saltville which is one of its kind; and just numerous 

people.  We had three groups today, now this is interesting, and one from 

California, one from Nebraska and one from Montana and all three went 

to the Museum.  I mean that….now how are they finding this out, it goes 

back to the website.  People are beginning to look on our websites and see 

the things that we have.   

 

 You do not do this overnight, you have to kind of grow and grow and we 

are really starting to see that happen.  The Smyth County Jam, it is 

amazing to go down here on Monday night to see the Smyth County Jam.  

Have any of you in here have gone to see that, you alt to do that because it 

is one heck of an extravaganza.  They can have anywhere from fifty to one 



 

hundred musicians in there playing and that is special because that is our 

heritage and our music is very special. 

 

 The Settlers Museum, I guess you just read that they received a grant from 

the Virginia Tourism Corporation to upgrade a lot of their facilities so that 

will be very special for them.  If you want to hike and bike where can you 

do it better than Mount Rogers?  I do not know any place that you can do 

it better, maybe Hungry Mother State Park, which is such a phenomenal 

asset for our county because 250,000 people come to Hungry Mother State 

Park every year.  Now we are trying to figure out how to get those people 

out in the community more than just staying out at Hungry Mother.   

 

 Our winery, a lot of people are going up to our Winery, a lot of people 

stop because that is so big today, the Wineries; and Heartwood, all the 

traffic going up and the highway visiting Heartwood a lot of those folks 

are starting to stop in and see us.  One of the new things I am sure you 

have heard about is the distillery, everybody heard about the distillery out 

on Walker’s Creek? That is going to be really interesting to see how that 

goes.  For the past two years I have gone to the Bus Coach Show and one 

of the owners of the still they built like this in Gatlinburg and he says it is 

amazing how many bus coaches go to see that.  That is so fascinating for 

people to see because it says it is real moonshine so they go.  I am hoping 

and I believe that we will get to see some of the same results from that 

here.   

 

 Marion has filed to become an Appalachian Trail community because we 

certainly ought to do that because we have the Appalachian Trail running 

about sixty plus miles in our County so we should do that.  In our next big 

initiative will be trails, hiking, biking, equestrian because I do not think 

there is any doubt, this is the way we are going to go.  So these are just 

some of the things that we are doing and I want to thank you all for your 

support and what you have been doing for us.  Billy is just starting to trim 

and he is making the outside of the house look good.   

 

I thank you for all that you do.  We want to make the house look good 

during the 100
th

.  And I know Dwight is probably here to talk about the 

100
th

 and we really do want the house to look good and whatever we can 

do to help you with that we really appreciate that.  The painting of the 

house, the house looks so much better and if you have not gone over to see 

the floors.  The floors look great.  Have you been over to see them? 

 

Jim Bonham I have not been over yet. 

 

Ron Thomason Of course the Mayor has been over and you might tell them what you 

think about them. 

 



 

Mayor Heninger They look great. 

 

Ron Thomason They do, and it makes the house look so much bigger and it is so much 

lighter and everybody that comes in the house today talk about the floors 

and so that is great.  So, once again thank you for that.  Now the one thing 

the Tourism Board did do is our per capita last year was $4 and we raised 

it up $0.25 to $4.25 this year and I sure hope you all will be able to help us 

with that because I think the things that I am doing is doing one thing, 

Southwest Virginia has never been promoted and that is my one thing is 

how to drive people to Southwest Virginia and we are doing it with 

marketing and advertising every dollar that I can use I am spending on 

promoting all of Southwest Virginia and primarily Smyth County.  I think 

without a doubt it is really working and we will start to see it even grow 

more. 

 

 I do have one thing that I want to do, I want to make the Mayor our 

official Back of the Dragon and I have brought him a shirt and cap.  You 

need to be sure to get a picture of the Mayor with his shirt and his cap on. 

 

Mayor Heninger Thank you. 

 

Cathy Smith Thank you. 

 

Mayor Heninger Hey Ron, there was one thing you forgot to tell.  That day we were at the 

river and you fell in. 

 

Ron Thomason Well the river got up.   

 

Mayor Heninger Yes, after you fell in it did.   

 

Ron Thomason I called John Morgan and the phone system went out and I called Comcast 

and they stated that they did not have any outages.  So I asked John what 

he thinks and he stated that we should probably go in the basement to find 

out what the problem is and so it is dark down there, down those little 

stairs.  Bo you ever been down those little stairs? 

 

Jim Bonham Yes, sure have.  

 

Ron Thomason Well, John was right behind me and he said now you be careful so I got 

down to the bottom and I stepped down and water came up above my 

knees in that house, but thank you for having your man come over and 

getting my sump pump running because we got the water pumped out.  

And it was real interesting, people that came into the Tourism Center saw 

a real hillbilly with no shoes on and his paints rolled up to his knees.   

 



 

Bill Clear Ron, I have a question.  What other trails are you talking about? Is there a 

trail from Chilhowie to Konnarock down to Damascus or from Chilhowie 

to Konnarock back to Marion, is that one of them? 

 

Ron Thomason Yes. 

 

Bill Clear I think that is a prettier ride than the Back of the Dragon ride as far as that 

goes.   

 

Ron Thomason Yes, if you look right here Bill, here is Saltville and here is Chilhowie and 

it goes to Whitetop right down through here and goes around Konnarock 

and goes up and goes back up to Sugar Grove and back around, that trail is 

called the Wooly Mammoth.  Do you ride a motorcycle? 

 

Bill Clear Just a little bit. 

 

Ron Thomason Oh, that is great.  What we need to do because the Mayor of Saltville, he 

rides, need to get some kind of carrier for the next parade and have Mayor 

Helms ride in it beside Gary and have all three in the parade.   

 

Bill Clear I have a red wagon we can pull them in. 

 

Mayor Heninger We will get him a tricycle.   

 

Ron Thomason Thank you all very much. 

 

Mayor Heninger  Thank you. 

 

Ron Thomason Anyway, I was going to tell you and if you ever need to use these for 

anything I have two more that just shows the assets of the County like 

museum, reenactment and winery.  I have two of those so if you ever need 

them you are welcome to them. 

 

Mayor Heninger Thank you.  Tammy Austin is not here is she? 

 

Marlene Henderson I do not think so. 

 

Dwight Barker Mayor Heninger and Council members I appreciate you giving me the 

opportunity to come and give you a little update on the Centennial 

Committee workings until this point.  As you recall our goal is to have our 

birthday party on December 16
th

 and that is the date that the first Town 

Council was dually elected.  We have looked into how we are going to 

have the birthday party and so on and we have looked at the date of the 

sixteenth and got a little worried about it, this year it is on a Monday night 

and we were thinking traffic might not be as well and might not be able to 

get as many people out that we would like to.   



 

 

 We want to try if it is okay with the Council is try to piggy back with the 

Christmas celebration and after the parade and the Santa visit if we could 

have our birthday party at that point.  I think that is scheduled for 

December 7
th

 and if we run into problems with weather and so forth then 

we will postpone and have it on the 16
th

.  The events we are going to have 

and we are working on now will be up at the Old High School.  Before I 

forget it want to thank Ron and Mrs. Kathryn Beattie for allowing us to 

put a display, Mrs. Beattie’s display, over at the Tourism Center.  I think 

she will be changing and updating it occasionally.   

 

 This is information about things in Chilhowie and Chilhowie’s history, if 

you ever get a chance to get out go over and look at it, it is a very good 

display.  I did not realize that there was another Mayor Heninger until I 

looked at it.  The Committee last met on March 5
th

 and some of the things 

that we have acted upon are we have in the works beginning with this 

month, March, Smyth County News has graciously agreed to print an 

article each month about Chilhowie and our Centennial and we are 

working on what will be in each article for this nine month period, we are 

working on that now.   

 

 What we are going to try to do is also have some photographs of then and 

now that we can put in the paper and it will also start this week.  One of 

our Committee members will be writing the articles.  The Committee has 

approved a Christmas ornament.  A lot of you have probably seen the 

Christmas ornament that the Old High School Committee made, the brass 

ornament.  We are working with the same company that made that one for 

us.  The Committee wanted to have a brass one, but when I talked with the 

artist with the company with the Seal as we have it we are going to lose an 

awful lot of detail if we use that, so what we will do probably is do some 

color on it and I think it is really going to look good.  We will have that 

hopefully by August anyway. 

 

 There is a young man from Chilhowie, Joey Blevins, who is now a student 

at Virginia Intermont College.  Joey will be working on creating a design 

and producing a mural for the Town.  I wanted to place that in some 

prominent location and the location has yet to be chosen and I am sure we 

will be coming back to you when we get to that to give some ideas of what 

we want to do.  I think he started working on it today, I spoke to him this 

morning and he is very excited that he is going to be able to do something 

for his hometown, so we are really glad that Joey is on board.  He will be 

working very closely with Mr. Boswell and the rest of the Committee as 

he does this. 

 

 We are working with some local business men on having some flags 

designed and made that we can display on the streets, much like the way 



 

we display the Apple Festival flags.  We are in the process of working on 

that and we can understand once we have a design, the turn-around time is 

not going to be very long, so we should be able to use those and have them 

up part of the time this spring and summer and toward the time of the 

Centennial Celebration.  We have had some interest as well in a garden 

flag; several citizens have stated that they would like to have a Centennial 

flag in a small garden flag variety.  We have not talked much about that 

but we will be talking about it during our next meeting. 

 

 There has been some interest as well in a calendar, the calendar, if you 

recall, from the Art Department at Chilhowie High School use to do every 

year, we are looking into that to see if we will be able to do that as well.  

The Committee hopes to have a lot of this information that I am talking 

about now in a form that people can see it and if we get that done.  We 

want to get that done by the end of the spring or beginning of the summer.  

What we want to do is when Apple Festival time comes around to use that 

as our real kick off point and have a tent at Apple Festival and have the 

items there for people to see and purchase of they would like.  There will 

be some things there we will have to give away and others that we will 

have for sale.  The ones for sale, we are basically looking at paying the 

cost of producing the item and not worry about making any money on it, 

just make sure we break even with it. 

 

 One of the other things that we are planning to do, and this one is well on 

the way as well, if you remember the little booklet that Ralph Stokes wrote 

on Chilhowie, Valley of Many Deer, we have secured the blessing of the 

family to reproduce that.  We want to put a memorial page in front with a 

little caption underneath it about Ralph and that we plan to give away if at 

all possible.   

 

 One of the things that we have had a lot of problems with would be 

pictures.  We have not got many pictures from the past.  If you know 

anyone or your family has any pictures of family or events in Chilhowie or 

just general things that went on in Chilhowie we would really like to have 

those.  I feel like probably one of the reasons people have not come 

forward with them yet, one they do not know a lot about it yet, and two 

they do not want to give them to us, they are theirs.  What Mr. Boswell 

has told us, if they have pictures and would like to bring them by Town 

Hall we can get those scanned and give them the originals back, right then.  

So if you know anyone that has pictures that we can use, please ask them 

to bring it and also if there is a story that goes with the picture, just wright 

that down for us so we can corporate it in some way.  Any questions? 

 

Mayor Heninger You were talking about the flags, I noticed in Marion they have flags with 

the businesses name on it and the businesses then buy them.  Have you 

thought about that? 



 

 

Dwight Barker We have talked about that; Kelly do you know where that stands right 

now? 

 

Kelly Spencer-Hill I do not think we have got any further than just talking about the 

opportunity.   

 

Dwight Barker That is a good point and we have discussed it but have not looked into it 

much yet.  I think that would work.   

 

Mayor Heninger Everybody would do that I believe and hang them up.   

 

Dwight Barker Any other questions? 

 

Mayor Heninger Do you all have anything? 

 

Dwight Barker Well thank you very much. 

 

Mayor Heninger Thank you Mr. Barker.   

 

Greg Vannoy Mr. Boswell, Council and Mr. Mayor, I am here again, we spoke about 

this early last year when we were doing the planning grant for this project, 

speaking about the Sulphur Springs area for a Community Development 

Block Grant Project.  I have some information if anyone does not 

remember what we are speaking about.  We are putting in a Block Grant 

application on behalf of the Town with the Mount Rogers Planning 

District Commission to rehab some houses and help eliminate some blight 

out through there.  And try to work with a couple commercial properties 

out through there trying to eliminate some blight with some grant funding.   

 

 What I am here tonight for, we have several things Mr. Boswell need to 

sign before the 27
th

 and I think we placed a Resolution in front of the 

Mayor there.  Does everyone have a copy of that?  That will allow Mr. 

Boswell to be the signatory on this.  The number on this is around 

$257,000 that will be applying for and that number may change a little bit 

up or down as we hammer out more cost estimates on the rehab.  We have 

a couple of folks that have not responded yet and we have not been able to 

get on the inside of a couple of properties to see inside so we are basing 

our estimates on just the outside of some properties. 

 

 What we will be doing especially with some of the commercial properties, 

we have contacted the Masonic Lodge and give them a list of things that 

we can do, a list of the program details, things like that.  Kegley Trucking, 

been doing some fencing/screening of some of the properties side by side 

there with it.  Some of the vacant homes out there that are dilapidated 

beyond repair will be helping the landowners and homeowners tear those 



 

out and make some lots that might be saleable for future home ownership 

production.  One of the old trailers out there has already been removed and 

hoping the other one might get gone before we get too far in there.  I really 

think it will do a very good thing for that little corridor that attaches out to 

Route 107. 

 

 It will really open up once we start to tear out some of the units and fixing 

up some of the other places.  It will really improve that area and for the 

home owners that are there and the renters that are already there.  It will 

also cut back on a lot of the utility costs as well for them-low to moderate 

income families.  Does anyone have any questions about the projects? 

 

Jim Bonham Is it a total grant or is it a matching type fund? 

 

Greg Vannoy For the commercial properties it is a matching grant, so if we can put up to 

whatever they are willing into the property inside and show receipts for we 

can spend that much outside and they do not have a payback on that.  As 

far as the homeowners go, it is an ability to pay calculation, a formula set 

forth by HUD that we include any kind of utilities or bills that comes off 

their income and then whatever is left there is a certain percentage of that 

they say they can pay.  Usually it is less than $50 per month. 

 

 On rehabs we are able to put up to $25,000 a unit into the project.  There 

is one rental duplex so we can put $50,000 in that one total.  On rental 

properties the landlord can match that money as well at any time and 

anything that match it with they do not have to pay back off their total, but 

they do pay back a certain portion of that.  Most of the homes out there 

have old ceiling coil heat in the ceiling and things like that. I know one of 

the homes a couple of years ago had some work done and as soon as they 

touched the sheet rock the whole ceiling fell down because that stuff 

expands and contracts for so many years.  We are hoping to get some good 

energy efficient heat systems in those places with windows, doors and 

roofs and things like that that really cut back on utility cost and to help 

folks have a little bit left at the end of the month.  

 

Jim Bonham You have answered my question, thank you. 

 

Greg Vannoy The application is due March 27
th

 and we will hopefully hear back about 

the application by the end of May or June.  There is a rehab conference 

scheduled for the middle or later part of June in Stanton and they want to 

have everybody announced by then.  So if we get it we will know by then 

and if not that will be about the time we start jumping back on the 

Farmer’s Market application anyway.  So I probably will be seeing you 

guys either way about the middle of summer.           

 

Bill Clear What are you chances of getting this grant? 



 

 

Greg Vannoy The overall application amount that we are asking for is not a lot.  What 

has happened over the last several years as funding has been cut several 

times deeply with the Department of Housing and Community 

Development and so this project will depend on, everyone we are helping 

out there is lower to moderate income families so really we are in a 

concentrated area doing a set number of homes for a set cost.  Our budget 

is going to be pretty accurate and we will have agreements from most 

everybody and I think the State will look at it very favorably.  

 

 That being said I do not know, we hope that it is one of those that is a 

smaller amount of money and we hope when they get down to pecking 

order of those things and they get to the end where there is not enough to 

do another big project, we hope they will throw our little project in there.  

So there is not enough to do a $700,000 or $1,000,000 project there might 

be $250,000 or $260,000 to do it and we will get it done; that is our hope.  

And with that being said if they do have enough and someone backs out 

then we will be able to sneak in there as well.   

 

But I think this might be the first one of several that we can come up with 

in the Town and going forward.  And what we have talked about, the 

Mayor and Mr. Boswell, we spoke about it at the Public Hearing at 9am 

we were the only three around that morning.  The possibility of keeping a 

planning grant going and a project going all the time in the Town and 

surrounding areas, if we identify an area we can write a planning grant for 

it, get some funding to come in and do some studies and cost studies and 

everything like that while we are planning these things and really keep 

momentum going in the Town and surrounding areas as we are trying to 

attract businesses here to provide some good affordable housing for folks 

and really improve the area.   

 

Mayor Heninger Do you all have any questions?   

 

Bill Boswell Mr. Mayor we really need this Resolution passed and we can do it later 

after Citizen’s time.          

 

Mayor Heninger Okay. 

 

Greg Vannoy Really the signatory part Mr. Boswell has the majority of things, the 

citizens participation agreements and things like that and he is basically 

signing off that basically all those statements are true and things like that.  

He is not committing the Town to anything monetary at this point.   

 

Mayor Heninger Thank you Greg. 

 



 

Deanie Dimick Good evening, I am here to give you a quick update on the Library 

activities for the month.  They were open for fifteen days and had an 

average of 104 visitors per day.  I think that seems to be the running 

average.  Linda said that over all it was a little down from last February 

but if you recall I think last February was a nice and this February was a 

little chilly and between that and sickness is what brought the numbers 

down a little.  But year to date the numbers are up for circulation and it 

stays quite busy.   

 

 They are continuing the try to make room in there rather than expand the 

Library so they are getting rid of old books and bringing in new ones.  So 

anyone who wants books they are still having the book sale going on out 

there in the area right outside the Library doors.  They had a couple of 

computers to go down, but are now fixed but they were down for a couple 

of days.   One thing Linda wanted me to be sure to bring up, I think she 

mentioned during the last meeting when she was here that the light that 

was out and that was responded to right away by the Town and it was 

fixed and she appreciates that.  She also wants to thank the Friends of the 

Library again for their continued support; her words exactly are “without 

the Friends supporting us it would make it difficult, they are greatly 

appreciated.”  They provide things like treat bags for the story time and 

bought some book cards for the book sale items.   

 

 I gave you all one of these little packets that has a lot of information about 

all the Libraries and what they are doing in the region.  I looked through it 

before I came and it has all the different children’s programs and topics 

and the different times and places they do all of those; and some different 

articles about people who have used the Libraries and has benefited from 

our Libraries.  While our Tourism is a nice asset, I also think our Libraries 

are a nice asset.  I also want to thank the Town for your support and 

continued support for the Libraries.  Any questions?  Alright, thank you. 

 

Mayor Heninger Thank you. 

 

Scott Schreiber Thank you your Honor.  I am here on behalf of the Chamber of Commerce 

the LEAD program.  Mr. Mayor you were here six months ago and Mr. 

Clear and Mrs. Smith was gracious enough to come upon a Saturday a 

little after lunch time and meet with the group.  We have been together for 

about 7.5 months and have about 1.5 months left together.  I am here 

tonight just as a matter of information for the Council on some of our 

initiative with our two groups, our year end leadership program, if you 

will.   

 

 One group is working more on a volunteerism initiative where they are 

working with 45 to 50 Churches and non-profit organizations and other 

community groups throughout the County much like we did with the 



 

Merillat job fair and the opportunity fair down here at the church about a 

month ago.  Just do a volunteerism fair just to let people in the community 

know ways to volunteer and giving back.   

 

 The other group is kind of piggy backing a little bit with what Ron’s group 

is doing with the Tourism Center, but their goal is to educate Smyth 

County about Smyth County.  Ron is looking for funding to go outside the 

I-81 corridor; here we are looking to let Smyth County residents know 

what is available.  So we are kind of working in step with Ron and his 

team not just for initiatives for fishing, hiking and biking and what not but 

the cultural activities, Libraries and anything like that to let Smyth County 

people know what is available in Smyth County to really promote the 

assets. 

 

 A perfect example would be most all of us have family and friends that 

live outside of Smyth County and we did kind of like a secret shopping if 

you will, we made a few phone calls to some businesses up and down I-81 

and stopped in some convenience stores and just said hey we are in the 

area passing through is there anything to do and over whelming the 

response was there is nothing to do in Smyth County or you have to go 

here and there.  And then we hear Sally Morgan and her group with 

Economic Development talking about the leakage statistics of people 

going north and south of the County to work, to have dinner and to shop.   

 

 The motto really is to stay here, play here to serve her and live here, but 

just too really educate Smyth County as to what is going on.  So my goal 

has been to get to the Councils and just to let you all know up front; there 

has already been a wonderful article in the newspaper but we are using 

any of the media outlets that we have access to, we have secured some 

funding with some different Facebook pages, radio, TV spots and anything 

that we can try and do to promote Smyth County to Smyth County.  We 

kind of wanted to get to you all and let you all know ahead of time so we 

were not two months into this initiative and you guys were wondering I 

wish we knew this was going on or that they were doing it.  I appreciate 

the opportunity of coming out and I just wanted to let you all know what 

we are doing.  Thank you. 

 

Mayor Heninger Thank you.     

 

Gene Groseclose Mayor, ladies and gentlemen, in January I was here and talked to you 

about the Apple Festival and the Town building the Apple Festival a 

building on Town property.  I missed February due to some reason but I 

am back to see if there has been any discussion on this and if there has 

been we would love try to start to get something done so we can store our 

stuff. 

 



 

Jim Bonham I can say I think we discussed that in Council briefly but we have not yet 

taken any action on it.  I think it is something probably the Building and 

Grounds group needs to look at to see how it would work with Old School 

property and recreation property.  

 

Brent Foster I think, for a lack of a better word, a proposal or hand drawings would be 

fine, to show where it would be and what it would look like and whether it 

would be a metal building or brick.   

 

Gene Groseclose It would be a metal building because it would be a whole lot cheaper for 

us. Unless it has been torn down we have staked it off where the old 

restrooms were, so it is this side of the Headstart in an area that is not 

being used now for recreation or anything now.  But we can draw 

something and you can look at it, because we put up metal post on the 

corners.   

 

Upon motion of Mr. Foster, second by Mr. Clear and unanimously passed Council hereby 

refers this matter to the Building and Grounds Committee. Record of vote:  Ayes:  

Councilors Bonham, Clear, Foster, Shortt and Smith.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

Gene Groseclose Thank you. 

 

Shirley Little Thank you all for wanting to listen to me.  First off I want to thank the 

Rescue Squad back here, if it had not been for them, they took care of me, 

17 days in the hospital.  If it was not for them I would not have been here 

so they say.  So I thank you all for the way you took care of me. 

 

 Next, there is a house that burned down over here next to the motel, this 

man does not have any insurance and no way to help and it is an eye sore.  

I would like to see our Town pull together and at least help him get some 

of the trash off.  The house down the road, the people moved off before 

Christmas and they have left a mess.  A lot of people from the motel come 

down that road to walk their dogs.  Now this is not a pretty scene and I am 

sure you all would not like it if it was on your street.  So I would like for 

you to consider that.   

 

 Another thing, I have been in Chilhowie for 55 years, but my husband has 

been very instrumental in building things, he has built seven buildings 

through Chilhowie and everything we do is for the good of Chilhowie.  

We just recently sold a piece of property that will benefit the new factory 

that is coming in down here.  I cannot understand why the Farmer’s 

Market is so important up here on this property when we have the Apple 

Festival up there and we have a beautiful park down here.  For two or 

three years I have tried my very best to get some help down there.  The 

bathrooms were open two times last year.  They still have those stupid 



 

looking port-o-potties.  How many of you would go in a port-o-potty, I 

would not.  

 

Bill Clear They are not there anymore. 

 

Shirley Little There not there anymore, okay.  But like I say I have been sick so I have 

not been up through there.  But will the toilets be open? 

 

Mayor Heninger But they are coming back. 

 

Shirley Little Oh, they are coming back.   

 

Mayor Heninger On the other end.   

 

Brent Foster The toilets have already been vandalized some, so I was told.   

 

Shirley Little Jay Keen told me last year at the meeting that they was going to be put up 

there.  Said no problem, a camera can be put up there and we will get it up 

there, still no camera that I know of.   

  

 Our kids are important in the Town. I have raised seventeen kids and I can 

name some of them and you all know who they are.  The Neikirks lived 

with us and we never charged them a dime, but these kids growing up 

here, they do not have anything to do.  They go down there at that park 

and they get on one or two little horses that they can ride, they need 

things. 

 

 McDonald’s told me, the man out of Bristol told me that, he said if the 

Town would get behind you we will make a big donation to where we can 

get some nice equipment in there, just like these other parks have.  We got 

one little tiny slide and you know it comes down into sand and whoopee 

do.  They got a few swings down there, but why can we not get something 

for the kids?  I know some of you do not like that park down there and I 

know some of you have said that you wish it would wash away.  We need 

things and you are talking about tourist coming into Town, that is an ideal 

place for people to come and have picnics and things, but I cannot seem to 

get any further than what was two years ago.  I would really like to see 

this done. 

 

 Now, I went to the Board of Supervisors meeting the other night, they told 

us that the property was not their problem.  The Farmer’s Market was not 

their problem it was Chilhowie’s problem.  If the Town’s people did not 

want it then the Town’s people had the right to stand up and say.  Now I 

have talked to people at the Chilhowie Baptist Church and they said that it 

would take up their parking and take up the stuff where the kids play when 

they have vacation bible school.  They said they are trying to build on out 



 

to the back and that would take all of their parking.  Some of them do not 

like it, and so they are against it.  Some of the people that live up there 

said that they did not want that in their front door because of the traffic.  

So I think we need to consider and I heard this through the grapevine that 

we got a grant coming for this Farmer’s Market up there.  Why can we 

not, and we are supposed to have money for the Town Park down there 

which has never been finished.  Why can we not finish up the park down 

there?   

 

 I have done talked to the farmers last year and three of them said they 

would be willing to go to the park.  So why are we so dead set on this 

Farmer’s Market up here taking this property?  And the Board of 

Supervisors has done said that it is our Town and we have a choice so you 

all can bet I am going to work on it.  I am going to work on it.  Okay, 

thanks a bushel. 

 

The matter of the Manager’s Report was brought on for discussion.  Mr. Boswell presented 

the following: 
TOWN MANAGER’S NOTES 

TOWN OF CHILHOWIE COUNCIL MEETING 

MARCH 14, 2013 

7:00 P.M. 
 

A. Invocation  
       Pledge of Allegiance  

       Roll Call  

 
B. Approval of the Regular February 14, 2013 meeting minutes  

 
C. Citizen Time 

 
Ron Thomason – Smyth County Tourism Association 

Tammy Austin – Project Graduation 

Dwight Barker – Centennial Committee 
 
 

D. FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION: 
 

1. Manager’s Notes – March 2013 
 - Highlights, Discussion & Clarification 

TOWN MANAGER’S NOTE: Request approval to be included in the Town 

website www.chilhowie.org 
 

2. Public Works 
- Update on status of Water/Sewer Capital Projects 

Sludge Handling and Lab Project at WWTP 
TOWN MANAGER’S NOTE: Project started March 1, 2013. Progress meeting 

scheduled March 28th. 

- Farmer’s Market – No actionable items 
 TOWN MANAGER’S NOTE: The Mayor, Mrs. Smith and Town Manager 

attended a Public Hearing before the Board of Supervisors on March 12th   

http://www.chilhowie.org/


 

regarding modification of the deed. Board will not take any action until their next 

regular scheduled meeting. 
3. Finance & Personnel – Committee Report 

- Smyth County Educational Foundation Request 
- Back Pack Program (Continued from August meeting) 

- Project Graduation Request for Funding  

- Berry Lease Agreement 
 

4. Wellness & Parks  
 - Wellness Program – No actionable items 

- Park Walking Trail - No actionable items 
TOWN MANAGER’S NOTE: A letter has been received from VDOT regarding 

our funding. Town Manager has been in touch with the Richmond office to 

prepare a response. Lane Group continues to have problems and delays getting 
responses back from Bristol VDOT office on drawings. Meeting with VDOT at 

Lane Group on Friday, March 15th at 9 am to resolve any issues. 
5. Old High School  

- Update from OHS committee meeting – OHS Renovation 

 
6.     Fire & Police – No actionable items 

   Burn Building 
TOWN MANAGER’S NOTE: Fire Chief and Lane Group to attend meeting with 

Fire Programs Group to receive final comments on drawings. Advertisement for 
bids will be Sunday March 17th. To maintain schedule dictated by Fire Programs 

Group, building permit must be issued by April 30th.  

F.  Any Other Council Business 
 

  Consideration of appointments 
 

Zoning Board of Appeals: David Haynes 

    H. C. Carter, Jr. 
 

 
G. Adjournment 

 
Upon motion of Mrs. Smith, second by Mr. Bonham and unanimously passed Council 

hereby accepts the Manager’s Report as presented and directs it be entered into the 

minutes as reported and posted on the www.chilhowie.org website.  Record of vote:  Ayes:  

Councilors Bonham, Clear, Foster, Shortt and Smith.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

http://www.chilhowie.org/


 

The matter of the Public Works was brought on for discussion.  Mr. Boswell reported that 

the Sludge Handling and Lab project at the Wastewater Treatment Plant started on March 1
st
, the 

first progress meeting is scheduled for March 28
th 

at the Lane Group.  Mr. Bonham inquired if 

there were any more particulars regarding this matter.  Mr. Boswell stated that they would get 

into a lot more details during the first progress meeting.  Mr. Bonham inquired about a pre-

construction conference.  Mr. Boswell stated that the pre-construction conference was held a 

couple of months ago and was included in the Council’s packet for the previous meeting.  He 

stated that it was reported during the last meeting that the pre-construction conference was held 

on January 28
th

.   

Upon motion of Mr. Foster, second by Mr. Bonham and unanimously passed Council 

hereby continues this matter.  Record of vote:  Ayes:  Councilors Bonham, Clear, Foster, 

Shortt and Smith.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

 

The matter of the Finance and Personnel was brought on for discussion.  Mr. Boswell 

reported that the Finance and Personnel Committee met prior to the Council meeting just to 

review the general preparation of the budget for next year as well as going over some of the 

funding requests that have been received.  He stated that there was really no action that came 

from the Committee.  Mr. Boswell stated that the item carried over of the Smyth County 

Educational Foundation request there are no one present before the Council to discuss that, he 

recommended that item be dropped from the agenda.   

Upon motion of Mr. Foster, second by Mrs. Smith and unanimously passed Council hereby 

drops the item of the Smyth County Educational Foundation Request from the agenda.  

Record of vote:  Ayes:  Councilors Bonham, Clear, Foster, Shortt and Smith.  Nays:  None.  

Absent:  None. 

 

 

Mr. Boswell reported that Council has been continuing to update themselves each month on the 

Back Pack Program, but during the last meeting it was reported that they are good for two or 

three months.  Mrs. Smith stated that they are good until the end of the school year thanks to 

some donations.   

Upon motion of Mrs. Smith, second by Mr. Foster and unanimously passed Council hereby 

continues this matter.  Record of vote:  Ayes:  Councilors Bonham, Clear, Foster, Shortt 

and Smith.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

 

Mr. Boswell stated that concerning the Project Graduation request for funding, someone was 

supposed to be before Council this meeting but there is no representative present.  Mrs. Smith 

stated that Council had requested an explanation and there has not been a letter submitted and 

she stated that she does not know why Mrs. Austin is not present. Mrs. Smith stated that she 

would speak with Mr. Sturgill.      

Upon motion of Mrs. Smith, second by Mr. Foster and unanimously passed Council hereby 

continues this matter.  Record of vote:  Ayes:  Councilors Bonham, Clear, Foster, Shortt 

and Smith.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

 



 

Mr. Boswell reported that the Berry Lease Agreement was voted on and continued from the 

previous Council meeting and the Committee has not met on the matter.   

Upon motion of Mr. Foster, second by Mrs. Smith and unanimously passed Council hereby 

refers this matter to the Finance Committee for further review.  Record of vote:  Ayes:  

Councilors Bonham, Clear, Foster, Shortt and Smith.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

 

The matter of the Old High School was brought on for discussion.  Mr. Bonham reported that 

they have been working on an outdoor lighting project.  He stated that they were able to 

complete one of the outdoor light fixtures and currently working on the flag pole light.  Mr. 

Bonham stated that they have ordered a new ballast for the other fixture; therefore they are 

currently working on the front lights and hope to have the flag pole up by the next day.  Mr. 

Bonham stated that he anticipates they will have the rest of the other fixtures completed as they 

receive parts.   

 

Mr. Clear inquired about the Christmas wreath that is still hanging above the stage, he inquired if 

they were going to take it down and where they were going to store it. Mr. Bonham stated that 

was a good question since it is so large.  Mr. Foster inquired as to how big the wreath is.  Mr. 

Bonham stated about ten feet.  Mr. Clear confirmed.  Mr. Bonham stated that they need to look 

for an appropriate storage place. Mayor Heninger stated that until a storage place is located they 

better leave the wreath up to keep from it being destroyed.  Mr. Boswell stated that there has also 

been discussion to move it outside, but they also need to understand how they are not going to 

damage the building by hanging it outside.  

 

 Mr. Foster inquired if there were a back room at the shop where they park backhoes where it 

could be hung on a wall and covered with a tarp.  Mr. Boswell stated that it could be placed in 

the first building that you come to at the shop.  Mr. Foster stated that it could be hung on the wall 

to keep from taking up floor space and hang a tarp over it to keep some of the dust off.  Mr. 

Bonham suggested the food pantry, if there is a vertical wall since it is a heated space it might be 

better.  Mr. Boswell stated that they will take it down and find a place to put it if that is Council’s 

request.  Mr. Foster stated that they first need to find a place to put it and then take it down.   

Upon motion of Mr. Bonham, second by Mr. Foster and unanimously passed Council 

hereby continues this matter.  Record of vote:  Ayes:  Councilors Bonham, Clear, Foster, 

Shortt and Smith.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

 

The matter of Wellness and Parks was brought on for discussion.  Mr. Boswell reported that 

a letter has been received from VDOT regarding the funding for the walking trail.  He has been 

in touch with the Richmond office so a response can be prepared to the letter and the Lane Group 

continues getting delays in responses back from the Bristol VDOT office on drawings.  Mr. 

Boswell stated that there is a meeting scheduled for March 15
th

 at 11am with VDOT at the Lane 

Group’s office to see if the project can be moved to the end so they can advertise the project.  

 

Mr. Bonham inquired if the Town was pursuing extra grant money incase VDOT did not hold up 

to their end of the bargain.  Mr. Boswell stated that he does not see any reason why the Town 

would lose the grant funding.  He stated as soon as they get back the drawings they are 



 

essentially ready to advertise assuming they do not throw another curve tomorrow.  Mr. Bonham 

stated that he was just inquiring if the Town had a contingent plan.  Mr. Boswell stated that there 

would be a problem with a contingency plan because it is so much money.  He stated that VDOT 

would much rather the Town spend the money than take it back and try to figure out something 

else to do with it because the Enhancement Programs are gone, they no longer exist, they have a 

new program.  Mr. Bonham stated to go ahead and spend the money for them.    

Upon motion of Mr. Foster, second by Mrs. Smith and unanimously passed Council hereby 

continues this matter.  Record of vote:  Ayes:  Councilors Bonham, Clear, Foster, Shortt 

and Smith.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

 

The matter of any other Council business was brought on for discussion.  Mr. Boswell stated 

that the Town has received a notice that there is a retirement party for John Clark on March 25
th

.  

He stated that it is $60 per couple and $30 per single person and one Council member has 

inquired if the Town would pay for them to go.  Mr. Boswell stated that there will be more than 

one person from the Town attending.  Mayor Heninger stated that everyone was invited.  Mr. 

Boswell stated that it would have to be a blanket to pay for Town employees to go to Mr. Clark’s 

retirement party.  Mayor Heninger stated that if he went he would pay his own way.  Mr. Foster 

stated that this is not a budgeted item, if it is opened up as a blanket there could be the whole 

Town Shop, Fire Department the Lawyer and Police Department that would attend. 

Upon motion of Mr. Foster, second by Mr. Shortt and unanimously passed Council hereby 

will not pay for any Town Employee to attend Mr. John Clark’s retirement party. Record 

of vote:  Ayes:  Councilors Bonham, Clear, Foster, Shortt and Smith.  Nays:  None.  

Absent:  None. 

 

 

Mr. Bonham announced that he heard today that the Town’s former Town Manager has accepted 

the position of Town Manager for the Town of Marion.   

 

 

Mr. Boswell reported that the Town employees are absolutely doing an exceptional job in taking 

care of our citizens and handling the complaints they receive but there seems to be a source of 

harassment both here in the office and out on the streets.  He stated that he wanted to make 

Council aware of it and he passed out some items that are being seen in the office on a bi-weekly 

basis from certain individuals.    

 

Mr. Boswell stated that the Town employees are also being subjected to the bird being shot at 

them.  He stated that this is happening to policemen and rescue squad personnel as they are going 

racing down the road in ambulances.  Mr. Boswell stated that it is has progressed to 16 year old 

underage girls in Town.  He stated apparently there is nothing that can be done about it, but it is 

occurring.  Mayor Heninger stated that there have been obscene gestures to his wife and 

daughter.  Mr. Boswell stated there is a pattern of harassment and there is a Councilman who 

was harassed as well as he was waiting in line at the Bank of Marion to do his banking.  He 

stated that there is nothing Council can do but he felt that it is very important that they were told 

publicly what is going on with the Town employees and Councilmen.   

 



 

Mrs. Smith inquired as to where the line could be crossed to where something could be done.  

Chief Price stated that at this time according to the Commonwealth Attorney’s office nothing.  

Mrs. Smith inquired unless someone was physically attacked.  Chief Price stated that unless they 

could show a pattern of stalking which we have discussed before, you have to keep the dates and 

times of incidents and show a pattern.  Mayor Heninger stated that they have been investigated 

by the State Police and everything.  Mrs. Smith stated that to her it is harassment.  Chief Price 

stated that they come right up to the line but never step over it.  Mayor Heninger stated that they 

know how far to push it.   

 

Chief Price stated that there have been a couple of situations where something could be done.  

He reported that the Police Department was caught up on a call and Mr. Haynes called and stated 

that he was being followed in the Fire Department Tahoe coming across Highway 107 from 

Saltville trying to get back to an ambulance to go on an emergency rescue call.  Chief Price 

stated that Mr. Haynes was running in emergency mode, legally with lights and siren on trying to 

get back and one of them was following him.  The Police Department was tied up on another call 

and by the time they could get to him that person had disappeared.  Mr. Haynes stated that when 

he put the radio call in they backed off so apparently they have scanners.  Mrs. Smith stated that 

several months ago during warm weather she has been followed as well.   

 

Chief Price stated that there is also a civil way to handle it as well.  He stated it is like eating at a 

restaurant, you get bad service and word of mouth gets out and people generally stop going to 

that restaurant to eat.  Mrs. Smith thanked the Town Manager for bringing this matter up and 

now the Council is more aware.  Mayor Heninger stated that it gets old after a while.  Mrs. Smith 

agreed and stated that it is progressing. 

 

 

The matter of the Resolution for Mount Rogers Planning District was brought on for 

discussion.  Mrs. Henderson presented the following: 

 

Resolution 

In support of a 

Virginia Community Development Block Grant 

Application for the 

Sulphur Springs Housing Rehabilitation Project 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

Whereas, pursuant to the public hearing held March 5th, 2013, the Chilhowie Town Council 

wishes to apply for $351,250.00 of Community Development Block Grant Funding for use with 

the Sulphur Springs Housing Rehabilitation Project, and 

Whereas, the Sulphur Springs Road Housing Rehabilitation Project will benefit Low-to-

Moderate income households, and  

Whereas, the Sulphur Springs Road Housing Rehabilitation Project will address commercial and 

residential blight. 

Now Therefore Be It Resolved that the Town Manager is hereby authorized to sign and to 

submit the appropriate documents for this Community Development Block Grant Application. 

 



 

Adopted this 14
th

 Day of March, 2013 

 

__________________________________ 

Bill Boswell, Town Manager 

 
Upon motion of Mr. Foster, second by Mr. Bonham and unanimously passed Council 

hereby approves the Resolution as presented.  Record of vote:  Ayes:  Councilors Bonham, 

Clear, Foster, Shortt and Smith.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

Upon motion of Mr. Shortt, second by Mr. Foster and unanimously passed the meeting 

adjourned at 8:15 p.m.  Record of vote:  Ayes:  Councilors Bonham, Clear, Foster, Shortt 

and Smith.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.   

 

 

_________________________________  ____________________________________                                                                              

 Gary L. Heninger, Mayor           Marlene L. Henderson, MMC, Clerk 

 

Date approved:  April 11, 2013 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 


