
 

Virginia: At the regular meeting of the Council of the Town of Chilhowie held at the 

Municipal Building, Thursday, May 9, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Present: Honorable Gary L. Heninger, Mayor Presiding; Councilors James B. 

Bonham, III, Bill Clear, Brent Foster, Lewis W. Shortt, Jr., Kelly Spencer-

Hill and Cathy M. Smith. 

 

Absent: None.  

 

Also Present: Mr. William C. Boswell, Jr., Town Manager; Mrs. Marlene L. Henderson, 

MMC, Clerk-Treasurer; Messrs. Richard A. Money, Town Attorney; C. 

David Haynes, Fire Chief; and Stephen W. Price, Police Chief.   

 

Mayor Heninger called the meeting to order.  Mr. Boswell gave the Invocation.  The Pledge of 

Allegiance was recited.   

 

The matter of approval of the regular meeting minutes held April 11, 2013, Called Meeting 

of April 15, 2013 and Called Meeting of May 2, 2013 was brought on for discussion. 

Upon motion of Mr. Bonham, second by Mrs. Smith and unanimously passed the minutes 

of the regular meeting held April 11, 2013, Called Meeting of April 15, 2013 and May 2, 

2013 are approved.  Record of vote:  Ayes:  Councilors Bonham, Clear, Foster, Shortt, 

Spencer-Hill and Smith.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

Citizen Time 

Deanie Dimick Good evening, I am here to give you a brief update on the April 

activities in the Library.  The Chilhowie Library, from what Linda 

told me, was very busy.  Attendance or participation was up 12% 

over last year in April, but it was a very busy month for her.  They 

were open eighteen days with 102 visitors per day; they issued 

thirteen new Library cards.  They had ten children’s programs with 

188 attendance.  They also had the circulation of materials were up 

and computer usage was up.   And the public computers in the 

Library, I do not know if you all realize it, it is not just people go 

in and research for school and taking classes it is also when they 

have to apply for any government services, or any government 

service provisions the State of Virginia provides.  Some people do 

not have the internet at home or they do not have computers or 

cannot afford it, so they come and use the Library’s computers. 

 

 And Linda says they are very busy preparing for the summer 

reading program and she is also continuing to work to find extra 

space.  That is really the only concern she really has listed on the 

report today is the space issue.  Of course they are taking out a lot 

of the older books and trying to find space that way.  So the books 

are out in the front and they are putting them up for sale.  And the 

Friends of the Library has got them out there and their work study 



 

student reorganized them and they are easy to find. So help 

yourself and go over and spend $0.50 for a good book.  Any 

questions?  Thank you. 

 

Mayor Heninger Thank you. 

 

Lieu Via Gary Being that this is my first time speaking do I have to give my 

address and all that? 

 

Mayor Heninger Yes. 

 

Lieu Via Gary Lieu Via Gary, 1172 West Lee Highway.  I am coming to you 

tonight on behalf of the Chilhowie Garden Club.  We are 

requesting that you give us permission to put the Garden Club sign 

on the Town signs located at the four entrances to the Town.  And 

also build flower boxes at each sign.  With permission granted we 

would then begin putting our first sign on the Town sign located at 

the Exxon station, I kind of described it there on the letter.  We 

would add signs later on to the other three areas and flower boxes 

when funds to the Garden Club allows us to do that. 

 

 The flowers boxes would be built by a Garden Club member who 

has already volunteered to do that and the flowers would be 

planted and maintained by the Garden Club.  And we thank you for 

your consideration and permission to do that.  Any questions?   

 

Jim Bonham I have one. 

 

Lieu Via Gary Okay. 

 

Jim Bonham What does the sign look like?  Is it a small sign or a big sign? 

  

Lieu Via Gary Well, we are still in that process, it would be, we did not, I did not 

know if it was a certain size that we would have to have that 

information from you that it has to be a certain size.  There is a 

State logo sign that they are doing and we are checking into having 

the actual State sign and whatever size that is to put up there, kind 

of like your Rotary and Lion’s Club and that type of thing.  And if 

we are not able to get that then we will certainly give you a plan of 

what we are purposing to put up before we do anything like that. 

 

Mayor Heninger Okay, the flower boxes, would we have to check with VDOT on 

that? 

 

Bill Boswell Where are they going to be, at the base of the sign? 

 



 

Lieu Via Gary Yes, at the base of the sign. 

 

Kelly Spencer-Hill Like a hanging basket? 

 

Lieu Via Gary No, it would be a planter on the ground that we would kind of 

build up and put the dirt in it and maintain it. 

 

Mayor Heninger Probably need to check with Jeff Jones and make sure, I mean it 

probably will not be a problem. 

 

Bill Boswell And we can help put up the sign when you get it, the Town can. 

 

Lieu Via Gary Okay.   

 

Bill Clear Have you checked with VDOT yet? 

 

Lieu Via Gary No, this is the first time that we have brought this to your attention. 

 

Bill Clear VDOT may have something to say about it. 

 

Brent Foster Yes. 

 

Bill Boswell We will find out.   

 

Lieu Via Gary You all will determine that then?  All I need to do is check on the 

type of sign that we are going to have then?  Alright. 

 

Brent Foster So we will get back in touch with you when we find out about 

VDOT. 

 

Mayor Heninger I think we need to talk to Jeff Jones to make sure, it is better to be 

safe than sorry.   

 

Lieu Via Gary Thank you. 

 

Mayor Heninger Thank you. 

 

Bev Haddock Hi, I am Bev Haddock, 779 Meadow Drive, Marion.  I am here 

representing the Board of the Smyth County Humane Society.  

You might remember that I was here, I guess about a year and a 

half ago, at that point we were working on our budget just like you 

all are working on your budget and I understand.  We had a couple 

of representatives here to talk to the Budget Committee this past 

week. I just wanted to go over our request so everybody can hear it 

and to see if anybody had any more questions about it.  

 



 

 The Humane Society is an all volunteer 501C3 organization. What 

we are requesting right now from all of the Municipalities is some 

money so we can get a matching grant from the Two Mods 

Foundation and that is a small foundation that supports low cost 

spay neuter services in ten southern states.  We had two of their 

grants that had no strings attached to them. Then in the 2011 and 

2012 fiscal year they changed the rules on us and said we had to 

have a matching grant from Municipalities within the County in 

order for them to give us any money.   

 

 So at that point I came before you and asked and explained that we 

were asking the County for $2,000 and each Town for a $1,000 

because Two Mods will match up to $5,000 and this is strictly for 

spay and neuter services.  They have once again changed the rules 

in terms of what we can request and so for the 2013 and 2014 

fiscal year we are hoping again to get a matching grant so we are 

asking for the same thing, $2,000 from the County and $1,000 

from each of the Town’s within the County.  The rules that they 

changed this year is that they are requiring that the inclusion of a 

two year commitment from the local Municipalities for 

consideration of the grant. 

 

 Now, so therefore that would necessitate the request would include 

not only this fiscal year that you all are working on but the same 

amount for the 2014 and 2015 fiscal year.  Now we realize this is 

very challenging for governing bodies. I actually had a chat with 

the fellow who is in charge of the grant or the Foundation and 

explained that Municipalities work on a yearly basis and it is very 

hard for them to promise future gifts.  But that is still what they are 

saying that is what their guidelines are and we are asking if you 

can give us or see fit to give us this money. I know you would have 

to be thoughtful and creative in the way that you do that.  I know 

we went before the Marion Town, because they did give us money 

two years ago and they said they would do it but they would have 

to decide how it was going to come out of the different budgets, 

that kind of thing.   

 

 We have been before the County and asked and we will be going 

before them again on next Tuesday.  So we wanted to request this 

and answer any questions you might have about what we do.  I 

have given everybody one of our new brochures and a copy of the 

letter that we wrote back in February explaining this and letting 

you know that our main project is spay and neuter of the animals in 

the County that is unwanted in order they can be adopted or people 

who cannot afford to have their pets spayed and neutered. Because 

it can be rather expensive, we work not exclusively, but mostly 



 

exclusively with the Margret Mitchell Center low cost spay and 

neuter center in Bristol.  It is run and funded by the Bristol 

Humane Society which has a very large foundation thanks to 

Margret Mitchell who left all of her money basically to them. 

 

 What we do with regards to spay and neuter is to sign up the 

transports that they send to Smyth County.  Last year we had thirty 

transports go. They can take up to thirty animals on each transport, 

and we subsidize part or all of the cost of an all time yearly record 

of 598 surgeries for animals and that obviously prevented 

thousands of unwanted animals from being born, neglected, 

abandoned and euthanized in our County.  If you would take a look 

at the accompanying table or graph that we put together. These are 

statistics from the Department of Agriculture that each animal 

shelter is required to turn in every year.  Since we have been really 

busy and more organized and had a more healthier budget the last 

several years, we even applied for grants last year and got an 

$8,000 Pet Smart grant. 

 

 You can see the number of strays coming into the shelter has 

indeed decreased, there in the top graph.  Therefore the second 

graph of the number of animals being euthanized has also dropped.  

Unfortunately there is still way much of an overabundance of 

unwanted animals and people who do not get their pets spayed or 

neutered. So that I do not think we are going to be putting the 

animals shelter people out of business anytime soon, which we 

would really like to do which would mean that people are taking 

care of their animals and spaying and neutering them.  But there is 

all the information from year to year there and so you can tell since 

we have really got active and taken this on. We used to do 

approximately twenty-five spay or neutered, twenty-five to fifty, 

and we are now up to six hundred.  It takes lots of work and we are 

all volunteers and this would allow us to continue this hard work 

and get a matching grant to continue the work. 

 

 You may have a question about how much it costs. The average 

cost for a spay surgery is $55 at Margret Mitchell and of course it 

matters if it is a cat or dog, male or female, but that is the average 

cost and we require that a citizen pay a co-pay minimum of $25.  

We do make some exceptions because we look at the household 

income and base that on the school lunch programs and 

qualifications in terms helping folks, but leaves an average of us 

helping to subsidize approximately $30 per surgery.  I wanted to 

see if you all had any questions. 

 

Mayor Heninger Does anybody have anything? 



 

 

Rick Money How much do you generally get from the public in donations? 

 

Bev Haddock Per year?   

 

Rick Money Yearly.  You sale donuts I know. 

 

Bev Haddock No, we do not sale donuts.  

 

Rick Money Someone sold donuts. 

 

Bev Haddock No, that is Promise Land, we are not Promise Land Animal 

Rescue. We work closely with them but we are not them, just like 

we are not the shelter.  A lot of people think that we are one of the 

two.  We do have lots of bake sales, we have had auctions in the 

past and we had yard sales and things like that.  I do not have the 

numbers in front of me; I did not bring the budget numbers.  But 

we also get lots of donations, memorial donations and of course 

people pay to be members, a whopping $15 to join us.  Which we 

hope all of you will do, or $20 for a family to join us.  But if I 

remember correctly and do not quote me on it, but I would say we 

got $8,000 to $10,000 from donations last year and more from 

some of the fundraisers that we did plus the $8,000 grant from Pet 

Smart helped and we have a couple of other grants that we really 

do not have to reapply for as long as we do what they ask us to do 

as terms of the paper work and send back in they automatically 

renew for us, like Bob Barker, To Tell The Truth.  Lord, I am 

dating myself aren’t I?  Truth or Consequences. 

 

Cathy Smith Price is Right. 

 

Bev Haddock Price is Right, yes.  He has quite a foundation and we are plugged 

into that and that is for large animals. 

 

Mayor Heninger Okay, does anybody have any questions? 

 

Bev Haddock We know things are tight for everybody and every budget for 

every organization and every government. Our philosophy is if you 

do not ask then you do not get.  So we are here asking so we can 

help more animals in the County. Thank you so much, appreciate 

it. 

 

Gary Montgomery Mayor, Councilwomen and Councilmen.  I am going to make this 

short here. I am going to go in this order right here. I am Gary 

Montgomery, 1113 Sunset Drive.  Donations, we have the First 

Baptist Church of Chilhowie and the Baptist Chilhowie.  We have 



 

raised the money through several contingents, I will mention later.  

We have enough to get a flag pole to donate to the Town and we 

want to put it in the Park.  We are asking for space to put it in the 

park at the end of Pine Avenue, in the Park, between the tree and 

Shelter 4. The flag pole was donated by First Baptist Chilhowie 

and also Chilhowie Baptist Church and the Chilhowie Centennial 

group have donated and Mr. Bill Goodman, Goodman Jewelry 

donated.  There is one more, oh, our own Mayor also donated to 

the cause.   

 

 We are asking for the space to put the flag pole.  We would like to 

get it installed during the summer months.  Back to Chilhowie, 

they usually meet, well they do meet during the Apple Festival 

time and we would like to have it done by then.  And preferably 

before they have the thing in the park.  We will have the Mayor, he 

is going to donate it and it is going to be a good cause and we are 

going to try to get everybody in the Town involved.  I think it will 

be a good thing and I am going to leave it at that and if anyone has 

any questions? 

 

Brent Foster What size is the pole do you know? 

 

Gary Montgomery Excuse me. 

 

Brent Foster How tall? 

 

Gary Montgomery Oh, it is a 25 foot pole, and the wind speed is up to 96 mph.   

 

Mayor Heninger Have you already got enough money for it? 

 

Gary Montgomery We have enough money for the pole but we can use more because 

there are other things.  There is the flashing that goes around the 

pole and makes it look pretty and it was also mentioned maybe 

they wanted to have lighting on it. 

 

Mayor Heninger You would have to have a light on it down there wouldn’t you? 

 

Brent Foster Yes. 

 

Mayor Heninger You would have to have a light on it.   

 

Gary Montgomery Any donations would be welcomed toward the pole and 

accessories to the pole and also the 2013 Back to Chilhowie, they 

are also taking donations, they have a whole different thing going. 

But I have their address, matter of fact I have some addresses right 



 

here if you want to contact…..most of them are churches if you 

had any more questions. 

 

Lewis Shortt Who would be responsible for keeping the flag up and putting it up 

and down? 

 

Mayor Heninger You do not have to if you have a light on it you do not have to take 

it down at night. 

 

Gary Montgomery There is a reason why, let me give you the reason why Pine 

Avenue was chosen.  The park has no flag pole and when you have 

ballgames or anything like that when you want the Pledge of 

Allegiance you look toward the east…..there are reasons why 

things are done.   

 

Cathy Smith It is a good idea, we need one down there.   

 

Upon motion of Mr. Foster, second by Mr. Shortt and unanimously passed Council hereby 

refers this matter to the Building and Grounds Committee to definitely find the right spot 

to locate the flag pole.  Record of vote:  Ayes:  Councilors Bonham, Clear, Foster, Shortt, 

Spencer-Hill and Smith.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

The matter of the Manager’s Report was brought on for discussion.  Mr. Boswell presented 

the following: 
 MANAGER’S NOTES 

TOWN OF CHILHOWIE COUNCIL MEETING 

MAY 9, 2013 
7:00 P.M. 

 
 

A. Invocation  
       Pledge of Allegiance  
       Roll Call  
 
B. Approval of the Regular April 11 and Called Meeting of April 15 and May 2, 2013  

meeting minutes  
 

C. Citizen Time 
 
- Gary Montgomery – Donation of Flag Pole for Recreation Park 
 
 

D. FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION: 
 

1. Manager’s Notes – May 2013 
 - Highlights, Discussion & Clarification 

TOWN MANAGER’S NOTE: Request approval to be included in the Town website 
www.chilhowie.org 

 
2. Public Works 

- Update on status of Water/Sewer Capital Projects 
 

Sludge Handling and Lab Project at WWTP 

http://www.chilhowie.org/


 

TOWN MANAGER’S NOTE: Project started March 1, 2013. Through April, 15% of the 

work has been completed. Progress meeting scheduled May 31st. 
 

 - Farmer’s Market – No actionable items 
 TOWN MANAGER’S NOTE: Public hearing as requested by Board of Supervisors held on 

May 2nd. Further action pending until Board of Supervisors meets on May 14th. 
 
- Grubmore Road Water Extension - No actionable items 
 TOWN MANAGER’S NOTE: Action pending waiting on funding request to Representative 

Morgan Griffith’s office by residents. 
 

3. Finance & Personnel – Committee Report 
- Back Pack Program (Continued from August meeting) 
- Berry Lease 
- Approval to publish budget for public hearing 

Town Manager’s Note:  The budget must be advertised once for public hearing.   
Following public hearing Council must wait a minimum of seven days then adopt the 

budget 
 
4. Wellness & Parks  
 - Wellness Program – No actionable items 

- Park Walking Trail - No actionable items 
 
5. Old High School  
- Update from OHS committee meeting – OHS Renovation 
 

6.     Fire & Police – No actionable items 
 
E.  Any Other Council Business 
 
  Consideration of appointments to fill unexpired terms 

 
Zoning Board of Appeals: David Haynes, resigned 
    H. C. Carter, Jr., resigned 

 
F.     Adjournment 

 
Around Town 

What’s Going on in Chilhowie?? 

 
Planning Commission – Public Hearing 

May 29, 2013, 7 pm 
Request for Special Use Permit for 413 Chilhowie Street 
 
Emory and Henry College 
English as a Second Language 
Thursdays, 2 p.m. 
Old High School 

 

Centennial Anniversary Committee Meeting 
May 21, 2013, 6 pm 
Community Room 
 
Zumba - $5.00 per session 
Mondays, Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. 

Old High School 
  

Yoga - $5.00 per session 
Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. 



 

Old High School 

 
Adult GED Classes 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 

Old High School 
12 noon – 3:00 p.m. 
 
C. O. A. C. H. 
Chilhowie Organization for Art, Community and History, Inc. 
1st Thursday 
The Art Place 

5:30 p.m. 
   
   Smyth County Jam 
   Every Monday Night 
   Lions Club Building 

 

Upon motion of Mr. Shortt, second by Mr. Foster and unanimously passed Council hereby 

accepts the Manager’s Report as presented and directs it be entered into the minutes as 

reported and posted on the www.chilhowie.org website.  Record of vote:  Ayes:  Councilors 

Bonham, Clear, Foster, Shortt, Spencer-Hill and Smith.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

The matter of the Public Works was brought on for discussion.  Mr. Boswell reported that 

the Sludge Handling and Lab project at the Wastewater Treatment Plant was started on March 1, 

2013 and through April 15% of the work has been completed.  Mr. Boswell stated that the next 

progress meeting with the contractor is scheduled for May 31, 2013. 

 

Bill Boswell On the Farmer’s Market the Public Hearing that was requested by the 

Board of Supervisors was held May 2, 2013.  You have in front of you an 

email that I received from Michael Carter, the Smyth County 

Administrator, asking how the Town intends to proceed after hearing the 

comments.  And I simply told him that I would present the email to you all 

tonight and let you tell me how you want me to respond to him. 

 

Brent Foster I think we just need to wait and see what the Board of Supervisors says.  If 

they say no, there is no use to…..there will be nothing to do.  

 

Bill Boswell Okay. 

 

Jim Bonham Or maybe this Council can make a recommendation to the Board.  How 

does Council feel about that? 

 

Brent Foster I am all for making a recommendation to them.   

 

Mayor Heninger But the ball is in their court now.  I mean they wanted us to have a public 

hearing; we had it, so now it is up to them.  I do not even know why really 

you got this.   

 

Jim Bonham I think there was one Supervisor, that one was here, I think he probably 

got the opinion that the folks in Town does not really want the property 

http://www.chilhowie.org/


 

converted, you know…and the deed changed.  I do not know, we ought to 

have some discussion on it and see which way we can go when we go up 

to the Board to see if there is anything else that needs be done there or not.   

 

Bill Clear Does he want to know if the Council is in favor of it? 

 

Jim Bonham I think so, I think he is trying to get a feel from the Council.  You know 

we have been here and we have listened to our public hearing and 

everything and I think maybe he is looking for some input from us is the 

way I read the email.  What is your take on it Mr. Manager? 

 

Bill Boswell I think he is asking the Council what they want to do next.   

 

Brent Foster I think common sense says if we did not want it we would have not started 

the process on it.   

 

Bill Clear We have had several meetings discussing it, what four or five times we 

have discussed it? 

 

Bill Boswell Mr. Mayor would it be appropriate to send Mr. Carter a copy of the 

minutes of the public hearing for dissemination to the Board?   

 

Mayor Heninger I think that is what you need to do, but we could take a vote with the 

Council and see who is in favor and who is not and present that to them to.  

 

Jim Bonham I got to thinking about this when we was in the public hearing, I wish we 

would have asked one question to the public, and that was is everybody in 

favor of a Farmer’s Market. 

 

Brent Foster I think from what we heard everybody is in favor of one it is just where to 

have it. 

 

Jim Bonham Yes, that is the issue I think. Most everybody that was here at the meeting 

was supportive of the Farmer’s Market. 

 

Brent Foster Yes, I agree. 

 

Kelly Spencer-Hill I am not sure where to have it is the issue, it is the issue of the current 

location with the deed change and the structure. 

 

Brent Foster I think the biggest issue was the structure.  I think if there were no 

structure there it might be less of a problem with it being up there.   

 

Gene Groseclose I think what is happening, this community is sort of working against it, is 

where it is going, not against the farmers, but we do not want to see the 



 

ninety-nine years changed because if you change it you never know what 

is going to go on it by the next Council or whatever. 

 

Brent Foster Right. 

 

Gene Groseclose I think that it what we are against, changing the ninety-nine year deal. 

 

Mayor Heninger But this deed change was just changed for the Farmer’s Market.  There 

were no other buildings. 

    
Cathy Smith Can stipulations be put in that deed change that nothing else is to be built, 

that the rest of it is to remain green? 

 

Mayor Heninger I thought that was the way it was going to be anyway. 

 

Cathy Smith That is what I thought. 

 

Lewis Shortt That was the Board of Supervisors thought. 

 

Mayor Heninger It was just set up for the Farmer’s Market and that was it.   

 

Bill Boswell The deed that the County’s Attorney drafted was very specific and it 

followed that idea that it was just for this structure and nothing else. 

 

Cathy Smith Okay, if it specified I would feel more comfortable with that.  If it was 

specified that nothing else was going to be up there and if the County’s 

Attorney has taken care of that then, but it means there are other 

spaces….. 

 

Mayor Heninger When this first started you all wanted us to go present this to them, well 

when we talked to them they wanted a sketch of what we had in mind. 

 

Cathy Smith Yes, we had preliminaries. 

 

Mayor Heninger So we came up with that area that does not mean that is where it is going. 

 

Cathy Smith No. 

 

Mayor Heninger We had to have something to go by.   

 

Cathy Smith Yes, I remember that.  It can be moved. 

 

Brent Foster They wanted an idea of what we are thinking about. 

 

Mayor Heninger Right, they wanted to see what we had in mind. 

 



 

Cathy Smith It does not have to be that, it can be smaller. 

 

Mayor Heninger It does not have to be an L shape, it can be straight.   

 

Mary Heninger Okay, from what my feeling is for what a lot of people want; if we can 

petition them to have a permanent structure it is all contingent on can we 

get an agriculture grant or a grant to build that structure so we do not have 

to pay for it.  Then it is all contingent on the fact if they allow us to have it 

there, if they approve of the said structure, then not only that the Board of 

Supervisors would have to approve.  And I am assuming that it would be 

all of us working together, where would be the area to put that on that 

property and they can still say no even if they agree that we can put the 

structure there.  If they were not approving the structure they were not 

approving of the positioning of the structure then they still say no. 

 

Mayor Heninger But if it goes in the Town Park we cannot get grant money. 

 

Cathy Smith No, because it is in a flood zone. 

 

Mayor Heninger So that kills it.  If we do not get the grant money Richmond or somebody 

would love to have it.   

 

Shirley Little May I say something?  I said I was not going to say anything. 

 

Mayor Heninger Go ahead. 

 

Shirley Little I was talking to a farmer last night and you all, every one of you know 

him, and this is what he said to me:  Mrs. Little the Farmer’s Market in 

Marion is not doing what it should be doing, he said the one in Bristol is 

not doing what it should be doing. 

 

Mayor Heninger It is not just a Farmer’s Market, they are selling everything.   

 

Shirley Little But Gary, wait a minute.  He said everybody; he said most people now are 

going back to raising their own gardens, he said because of the economy 

and everything else, they are raising their own things.  He said the 

Farmer’s Market in three or four years will not be.  Now this is a farmer 

that told me this.   

 

Mayor Heninger But 90% of the customers up there are senior citizens.   

 

Bill Clear The thing is we can use this for other things.  We do not have to have a 

Farmer’s Market; if we do not get it it is gone.  We can use it for a lot of 

different things. 

 

Mayor Heninger That is right. 



 

 

Mary Heninger It can be used by the Churches.  It can be used by the Apple Festival 

during the Apple Festival; it can be used for many many different things.  

It is not just nor has to be only for the Farmer’s Market.  I know when we 

go to the Apple Festival the tables are always practically sitting in the sun 

and you are either boiling up where we eat our food, or you are getting 

rained on.  For whatever reason almost every year…….. 

 

Laura Etta Wilkinson Eighteen spaces would not do for the whole Apple Festival. 

 

Mary Heninger No.    

 

Laura Etta Wilkinson There is something….. 

 

Mary Heninger But you could have tables under there that would provide seating for that 

many people.  It would help you tremendously.  

 

Laura Etta Wilkinson I am not worried about the Apple Festival succeeding or not succeeding 

because I think we are okay.  What I want to address is this:  We have a 

deed, ninety-nine years, right?  You all want to change it, and then you say 

oh we will put in here nothing else but a Farmer’s Market can go here.  

Okay, who is going to change that?  So if you can change a ninety-nine 

year deed and you put in there just the Farmer’s Market, the next Council 

can come in and say well we are going to change this.  I think you need to 

think about that.   

 

Bill Clear Council is not changing anything, it is the County Supervisors, and they 

are the ones that are going to be changing this. 

 

Laura Etta Wilkinson No.    

 

Shirley Little No, no, no. 

 

Laura Etta Wilkinson I am addressing what you said about you can put in there just a market.  

Now another thing you keep forgetting, this is a residential section and a 

Farmer’s Market is a business, goods are traded for cash, they pay a tax.  

We presumed up there not for that to go a business in a residential section.  

There is no Conditional Use Permit that I can find or anything else.  If you 

would read what goes into a residential section, you do not put a business 

there. 

 

Bill Clear You say that, Apple Festival has all kinds of business there, right? 

 

Laura Etta Wilkinson The deed says it may be used for festivals and community events, that is 

specified in it. 

 



 

Mary Heninger The Farmer’s Market is a community event. 

 

Bill Clear Right. 

 

Laura Etta Wilkinson It is still for sale and if you put a building there then it is still a permanent 

structure.  And you do not realize in front of Allen Counts’ house he is 

going to have this structure all year long that you look straight through, 

have a Farmer’s Market.  Are you going to move the yard sales up in front 

of him?  And are you going to have music up on the stage every night?  

You are in a residential section. 

 

Mary Heninger  Why would you have music every night? 

 

Laura Etta Wilkinson I do not know, why would you have a stage?  I do not know.  These are 

questions that we asked last week to answer to.   

 

Mary Heninger When I looked at the architectural renderings of this I have heard several 

people talk about a stage, maybe I did not look at it closely enough.  When 

I think of a stage I think of if I am on level ground I have a stage that is up 

like this, and I did not see that on the rendering of the drawings.  I thought 

it was like a bump up.  I used to see a stage area that was eight or six feet 

high or five feet high.  I did not see that on that drawing.  Is that what we 

are talking about?  When I looked at it and the way I thought when I 

looked at it it was like a bump up there, like a little raised area, not like a 

stage that I am thinking of like what is over in the park, something like 

that.  That is not what I saw or what I perceived it to be.  Sometimes what 

we see and what we perceive and what it actually are is two different 

things.   

 

Laura Etta Wilkinson That is what is said on the blue print, the word is stage.  

 

Cathy Smith It is the area…..I have the drawing here and you all are welcome to look at 

it.  It is an area that is slightly built up.  We have looked at, we have got 

examples from Blacksburg, Abingdon, Galax, Hillsville and somewhere 

else that had it and it is probably no more built up than this.   

 

Laura Etta Wilkinson The height makes no difference it is still for that purpose.   

 

Cathy Smith No, it is up just a tad, maybe six or eight inches.   

 

Shirley Little I would not want it in mine. 

 

David Gary  You are wanting to put a structure up there but you do not know where 

you are going to put it, you do not know what size it is going to be and 

you do not even know what it is going to be used for, it is going to be used 

for a multitude of things is what you are saying or it can be.  That was my 



 

whole point the last meeting.  You are wanting a blank check to build 

something up there that the public has no idea what it is. 

 

Mary Heninger You see that is because the Board of Supervisors told them they had to 

present an architectural rendering.   

 

Mayor Heninger And Allen, you might think that it is going to be in your front yard; well it 

might not even be in that area.   

 

David Gary That is my whole part, just what you are saying. 

 

Mayor Heninger But the County wanted something to look at.   

 

David Gary You do not know where you are going to build it.  You do not know what 

size it is going to be.  So again we do not have any information. 

 

Bill Clear This is where you all can help us out some.  You all said that you all 

wanted to work with us; well this is where you can help us out some.  We 

have got to work with the Board of Supervisors first, that is the first thing.  

They can say no and boom it is through.   

 

David Gary And then they can say yes and you all…….. 

 

Bill Clear And then you all can help us out.   

 

Mayor Heninger And then we all can sit down and decide what we want.   

 

Mary Heninger Okay that is what I am saying, as a community we set down and decide.  

We all want something that will enhance that area not make it be 

something that we would be disgraced by.  I have seen some of these 

markets; they are very nice markets, okay?  Went I went to Allen’s house 

the other day, I love you and I love your family.  Your Father married 

Gary and I.  I cannot tell you how highly I think of your family, I really 

do.  But I did walk down that street and I looked at the angle of that area 

from your home, do you know what I saw?  I saw a tree with every limb 

with everything cut off that looked horrible standing there and I saw a 

gravel pit right there at your house.  I do not consider that green.  We have 

talked about this deed in 2001 they went up and they petitioned this we are 

going to make it……May I finish talking first please.  

 

Lieu Via Gary I am just waiting for my turn. 

 

Mary Heninger That irritates me that you are jerking your hand, I am very sorry.  Okay, 

you went in 2001 and petitioned them to do this and you said you were 

going to make it a green area.  You have not planted one tree, one 

shrub….. 



 

 

Laura Etta Wilkinson That is the Town’s responsibility. 

 

Mary Heninger The Town did not go and petition that, members from the Town did; 

specifically certain groups. 

 

Lieu Via Gary The Town accepted the deed with all the stipulations.   

 

Mary Heninger But with the Apple Festival and some of the other groups that were there 

they never planted one shrub or one tree.  We are talking about a structure 

that we want that is nice, that is landscaped very nicely around it.  We do 

not want it to interfere with anything that is done in that field.  It can only 

enhance the look of that area since there is absolutely nothing there now 

enhancing it at all.  There is nothing there that is enhancing it.   

 

Laura Etta Wilkinson Gary did you read the deed that I passed out last time.  It says the Town is 

to landscape it with trees and shrubbery and maintain it. 

 

Mary Heninger I did not even know up until here recently that Smyth County owned it, I 

thought Chilhowie owned it. 

 

Laura Etta Wilkinson I am telling you what the deed says, it does not say unofficial groups.  I 

said at the last meeting that I knew three groups in Town that would be 

glad to landscape and do something.   

 

Mary Heninger Why is that? 

 

Laura Etta Wilkinson No, no, no, no. 

 

Mayor Heninger We need, we have had a public hearing on this; we just need to stop it and 

we need to move forward and we need to just let the County decide 

whatever.   

 

Gene Groseclose  I think that it is going to be too late for the Farmer’s Market this year and I 

do not know how many of you have been over to the Fire Department.  

But you know you have six or seven leaks over there that they have to 

move equipment around every time.  We cannot keep up the buildings we 

got and we are trying to build more.  I am wondering if it is in the budget 

to put a roof on the building?  It was leaking before I left there and I have 

been gone several years.   

 

Mayor Heninger That is totally different.  This is grant money for up here.   

 

Gene Groseclose It is not grant money until after you use it. 

 

Mayor Heninger That is right, if we do not get it then we do not build it. 



 

 

Mary Heninger If we do not get the grant money then we will not build a structure. 

 

Mayor Heninger Okay we are going to move on now.   

 

Lieu Via Gary Mr. Mayor may I just say one thing, I did have my hand up.  With all of 

this discussion we are off the whole matter that Mr. Bonham brought up.  

What I am opposed to is changing that deed.  If you change that deed, and 

that is what this whole thing is going before the Board of Supervisors is all 

about not all the particulars and not all of that, it is whether we want to 

change the deed.  No, I think that is what everybody here is against, not 

against the Farmer’s Market or anything, we are against changing that 

deed.  Even having a stipulation in that deed because if you do then again, 

year after year after year after year you are going to be going after 

somebody saying they are going to change it to this and change it to that.  

We are opposed to changing that deed.  With all the stuff it is not 

appropriate until all the ducks are in a row.  Thank you.   

 

Mayor Heninger Okay, Bo, what do you want to do? 

 

Jim Bonham I think there should be a little discussion to go on here with Council to see 

if we want to vote on it.  I mean do we want to vote on the support of 

changing the deed and carrying on with it and convert it or do we want to 

go the other way and not do any changes to the deed?  As far as the 

structure goes, this has to do with the structure.  So are we ready to vote, 

or do you want some more discussion or you want to table it?  What is the 

feeling of the Council? 

 

Brent Foster We started this looking for.  We started with a Farmer’s Market and then 

we found out that the deed was set and that it could not be built and we did 

not stop at that point.  I guess the feeling at that time I guess we would 

have all said okay the deed is this way and it cannot be changed we would 

have stopped right then.  If you want to vote on it.   

 

Mayor Heninger Somebody make a motion and you can vote on it.   

 

Kelly Spencer-Hill We are voting on changing the deed? 

 

Brent Foster Yes.  On whether we support the County to change the deed or not support 

the County and ask that they not change the deed.   

 

Shirley Little Well if you all change the deed on that property can you change the deed 

on all of the other property all over Chilhowie then any time you want to if 

you have the right to change the deeds? 

 



 

Jim Bonham Probably so, I mean the Council has that because we are in charge of the 

property for the Town. 

 

Shirley Little But where does our rights come in. 

 

Mayor Heninger But any deed can be changed.  

 

Brent Foster Yes. 

 

Mayor Heninger I mean any deed.   

 

Jim Bonham  You know the zoning actually looks at a lot of different things, whether it 

is zoned residential, whether it is zoned commercial, recreational.   

 

Gene Groseclose Yes, but that is not changing the deed. 

 

Shirley Little But that is not changing the deed though.   

 

Lynn Denney May I say one real short thing?  When you all were first discussing this a 

little while ago, before all of this, you said that it was just specific, the 

only thing you wanted the Board to do is allow this one little change 

specifically for the structure to be built for the Farmer’s Market.  But then 

we turn around and say we can not only use it for the Farmer’s Market, we 

can use it for this and we can use it for that.  So I am a little confused.  If 

you are only going to change it for the Farmer’s Market then why are we 

talking about using it for other things and why do the Farmer’s need a 

stage?  I know it is not set in stone, but I am just curious about that.    

 

Bill Boswell Mr. Mayor. 

 

Mayor Heninger Yes. 

 

Bill Boswell The reason the stage was included, when we talked to Mount Rogers about 

funding the actually grant search was going to be for a Farmer’s Market 

and Cultural Center and Mount Rogers felt like that by combining the 

function of the Farmer’s Market with, I will call them Cultural Events, 

Apple Festival or whatever else can be held there, we would have a better 

chance for grant funding.  That is the reason why the stage is in the 

drawing. 

 

Cathy Smith And it was a larger amount when we included that. 

 

Bill Boswell Yes. 

 

Cathy Smith I remember that now.   

 



 

Rick Money I understand the structural issue.  If you read the deed, without a deed 

change the Town has the right to pave ten percent of this lot on the 

peripheral which could allow for a lot of farmers sell their produce at least 

on the business side.  So there is an option, it requires paving the property, 

but the deed does say that.  I am not advocating it or anything but for some 

reason it was put in the deed.   

 

Cathy Smith Just ten percent of it?   

 

Kelly Spencer-Hill Can pave ten percent of it. 

 

Cathy Smith Pave ten percent of it.  

 

Rick Money They can pave ten percent of it.  You might want to review that and 

contemplate what that might mean for the Town.  That is a lot of 

opposition to a structure, but how much opposition is there to paving ten 

percent on peripheral.   

 

Jim Bonham Can that be in one spot? 

 

Rick Money  It says peripheral, but it does not say it has to be.   

 

Brent Foster That would be about where the gravel at the bottom is now where the 

Farmer’s Market is.   

 

Rick Money Yes, ten percent 

 

Kelly Spencer-Hill I think I know, when I was here, when I was an employee of the Town, 

when we started the Farmer’s Market, we had originally discussed the 

option of paving that area and making that area more presentable for the 

farmers for a Farmer’s Market.  I am for the Farmer’s Market, I would 

love to see a structure but we have so much opposition against the deed 

change I think we need to consider that as well as a Council and maybe 

that might be a route that we can go right now until we can come together 

and see if we want to do that as a Community.   

 

Bill Clear Let me ask a question.  What if the Board of Supervisors wanted to build 

something there, can they do it?   

 

Gene Groseclose No. 

 

Laura Etta Wilkinson No, it is not their property.   

 

Gene Groseclose They deeded it to the Town.  They deeded it to the Town. 

 

Rick Money No, it is the Town’s deed, these are conditions subsequent.   



 

 

Bill Clear It belongs to the Town. 

 

Mary Heninger So the property has already been deeded to the Town. 

 

Brent Foster It was deeded to the Town with stipulations.   

 

Lieu Via Gary It was deeded to the Town with certain restrictions in place and if violated 

it goes back to the County. 

 

Mayor Heninger Yes. 

 

Mary Heninger Okay, I thought it was still property that still belongs to Smyth County.  

So I misunderstood all together.   

 

Gene Groseclose The Town paid one dollar for it.   

 

Laura Etta Wilkinson Even one of the farmers, oh what is his name, the one with the apples, he 

even said that he thought they were in the best place to be and I even 

suggested that night that if they did not want to move the why not pave it 

and have the Highway Department to fix the entrance and exit and even 

put lines down if you wanted. 

 

Upon motion of Mr. Foster, second by Mr. Clear and passed Council hereby directs the 

meeting minutes of the Public Hearing as well as the current meeting minutes to the 

County for the Board of Supervisors to review.  Record of vote:  Ayes:  Councilors Clear, 

Foster, Shortt, Spencer-Hill and Smith.  Nays:  Councilor Bonham.  Absent:  None. 

 

Jim Bonham  I really feel like we should have voted tonight. 

 

Brent Foster  Make a motion. 

 

Mayor Heninger Make a motion.   

 

Jim Bonham   This one has already passed. 

 

Brent Foster  This was just to send the minutes.   

 

Kelly Spencer-Hill This was just to send the minutes to the Board of Supervisors and they will 

be able to see all this opposition. 

 

Mayor Heninger We can rescind it.   

 

Gene Groseclose Now how is the Board of Supervisors going to know how the Council 

feels? 

 



 

Motion made by Mr. Foster for Council to vote yes to change the deed or vote no to not 

change the deed by each member. 

 

Motion died from the lack of a second. 

 

 

Mr. Boswell reported that on the Grubmore Road water extension project, the residents have 

written Representative Morgan Griffith’s office to solicit funding.  Mr. Boswell recommended 

postponing any action until Representative Griffith responds to the letter.   

Upon motion of Mr. Foster, second by Mr. Bonham and unanimously passed Council 

hereby continues this matter.  Record of vote:  Ayes:  Councilors Bonham, Clear, Foster, 

Shortt, Spencer-Hill and Smith.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

The matter of Finance and Personnel was brought on for discussion.  Mr. Boswell reported 

that the Finance and Personnel Committee had met previously that week.  He stated that there is 

a continuing item on the agenda for the Back Pack Program, he inquired if there were any issues 

regarding the program.  Mrs. Smith stated that they are in good shape.  

 

Mr. Boswell reported that a decision was made regarding the Berry Lease by the Committee.   

Upon motion of Mr. Bonham, second by Mr. Foster and unanimously passed Council 

hereby determines that the arrangement of the lots are not that usable and hereby sets a 

one-time lease agreement fee of $5,000 instead of continual.  Record of vote:  Ayes:  

Councilors Bonham, Clear, Foster, Shortt, Spencer-Hill and Smith.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  

None. 

 

Mr. Boswell stated that the Finance and Personnel Committee met regarding the budget and just 

for information must be advertised for a public hearing and following the public hearing Council 

must then wait a minimal of seven days and then adopt the budget.  Mr. Boswell reported that 

once the budget is advertised Council cannot change the budget until after the public hearing, but 

they can change it in any way they want, after the public hearing.  He stated that there has been 

some information requested such as a listing of all the Town’s employees and their pay rate and 

if the 3.5% increase was approved what the rate would be then.  Mr. Boswell stated that the 

Smyth County Tourism budget is also in front of the Council.  He stated that he has spoken to 

Ron Thomason and he informed Mr. Boswell that they do not receive grants in their hand.  

Groups of localities gets to do things and the individual Towns and Counties have to demonstrate 

that they have spent $1.00 for every $2.00 worth of grant but it does not mean that the Tourism 

Association is getting money in their hand, they do not get money in their hand.  He stated that 

the budget before Council reflects what he would need to be able to, even if he gets the 

opportunity.  There are no grants on the table right now, but if he did he would take money from 

that budget to meet the obligation of the $1.00 for every $2.00 they get in a grant.   

 

Mr. Boswell stated that the budget does not include the $4.25 per capita.  Mrs. Henderson stated 

that it is the same as last year, $3,654.  Mr. Boswell stated that is half requested.  Mr. Foster 

inquired if that is what is in this year’s budget.  Mr. Boswell confirmed.  Mr. Bonham inquired as 

to what the percentage that would be toward the total budget.  Mr. Foster stated that it would be 

less than one percent.  Mr. Bonham stated that he feels the Town should support it up to the 



 

$4.25 per capita.  He stated that as a Council member he feels that is such a very small part of the 

Town’s budget that it is good to support Tourism and it brings in a lot of things for the Town.  

Mr. Foster stated that he thinks the Finance Committee needs to review that along with the 

budget and include it in the discussions.  Mr. Boswell stated that it would have to be done pretty 

quickly and also hold a called Council meeting.  Mr. Foster agreed.   

Upon motion of Mr. Foster, second by Mr. Clear and unanimously passed Council hereby 

refers this matter to the Finance and Personnel Committee for review and hold a called 

Council meeting shortly thereafter.  Record of vote:  Ayes:  Councilors Bonham, Clear, 

Foster, Shortt, Spencer-Hill and Smith.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

Mr. Boswell reported that he mentioned in the Finance Committee the necessity the Town has 

for another zero turn lawn mower.  He stated that he has obtained quotes from Meade Tractor, 

New Holland and Abingdon Equipment and they are before Council.  Mr. Boswell stated that the 

apparent low bidder for the gasoline model is Meade Tractor with a John Deere model Z9-15B 

which is a commercial grade lawn mower.  Councilman Clear has seen the lawn mower.  Mr. 

Boswell stated that the lawn mower is much heavier than the current mower.  Mr. Clear stated 

that it is a lot bigger.  Mrs. Spencer-Hill inquired if there are issues with the current lawn mower.  

Mr. Boswell stated that it is in bad need of a repair.  Mayor Heninger stated that it is worn out.  

Mrs. Spencer-Hill inquired if the repair cost exceeds the purchase price. Mr. Boswell stated that 

there is a need for two mowers and the current mower will be repaired.  Mrs. Spencer-Hill 

inquired if it would be coming from the current budget.  Mrs. Henderson confirmed.   

 

Mrs. Smith inquired as to how much repairs for the current mower would be.  Mr. Boswell stated 

that they have not taken it to the repair shop yet.  Mayor Heninger stated that they did not know 

what they are getting into.  Mr. Boswell stated that it is not moving very fast.  Mr. Clear stated 

that the clutch underneath the deck is going bad.  Mr. Boswell inquired as to which line item that 

would come from.  Mrs. Henderson stated that it would come from Building and Grounds, 

Capital Outlay, 10-480-99, there is $22,000 in that line item and nothing has been spent therefore 

there is money in the current budget.   

Upon motion of Mr. Foster, second by Mr. Clear and unanimously passed Council hereby 

approves the purchase of the zero turn John Deere lawn mower.   Record of vote:  Ayes:  

Councilors Bonham, Clear, Foster, Shortt, Spencer-Hill and Smith.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  

None. 

 

The matter of the Old High School was brought on for discussion.  Mr. Bonham reported that 

they will be having their meeting the upcoming week.  He stated that they did not meet the 

previous month, but a quorum is expected for the upcoming meeting.  Mr. Bonham stated that 

everything is looking good at the old school and it is being used for activities and the Library.  

He stated that they are unaware of any problems or issues.  Mrs. Smith inquired as to how the 

rental or community use of the building is doing.  Mr. Bonham stated that he sees people there 

for Zumba and the community college usually finishes up this time of year and they do not do 

anything during the summer.  He stated that the GED classes are still being held and Zumba 

exercise class.  Mr. Boswell stated that Yoga is still currently meeting on Thursday nights.   

 

Mr. Boswell stated that he has noticed that the benches that were installed are beginning to rust.  

He inquired if that was something the Town should repair, they need to be ground down and 



 

repainted.  Mr. Bonham stated that surprised him that they are rusting already because they were 

ground down before.  Mayor Heninger inquired as to how long they have been there.  Mr. 

Boswell stated about a year to year and a half. 

Upon motion of Mr. Bonham, second by Mrs. Spencer-Hill and unanimously passed 

Council hereby continues this matter.  Record of vote:  Ayes:  Councilors Bonham, Clear, 

Foster, Shortt, Spencer-Hill and Smith.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

The matter of any other Council business was brought on for discussion.  Mr. Boswell 

reported that the consideration of appointments to fill the unexpired terms of the Zoning Board 

of Appeals needs to be addressed.  Mayor Heninger inquired if anyone had any suggestions.  Mr. 

Foster stated that he had spoken with a couple of people and none of them wanted to do it.  Mr. 

Money stated that there are neutrals interested in Zoning because it was discussed between 

residential and business in prior meetings.  He inquired if anyone in the audience was interested 

in zoning and non-conforming uses, if so they could be on the Board of Zoning Appeals because 

that is the particular issues that are reviewed.  Mr. Money stated that he does not throw the Board 

members out to the lions, he tries to educate them with regard to the issues and present the cases 

and have them understand as to what is going on and then the individual Board members make 

the decisions.  Mr. Money suggested for audience members to ask around Town to see if anyone 

is interested.  He stated that the person is recommended by Council and then appointed by the 

Circuit Court.  Mr. Money stated that it is a quazi judicial type forum where a decision is made 

like a lower level court decision that does not appeal to Council; it is appealed to the Circuit 

Court and then directly to the Supreme Court.  He stated that it is a very important function of 

the Town.   

 

Mr. Groseclose inquired as to how the Town keeps getting trailers, repair shops; automobile 

dealerships in what are residential sections.  Mr. Money stated that there is a need for an active 

Board of Zoning Appeals.  Mr. Groseclose stated that he thought there was one.  Mr. Money 

stated that they are lacking two members; there are only three out of the five.  Mr. Groseclose 

stated that matter should go to the Planning Commission.  Mr. Money stated that it is the Board 

of Zoning Appeals.  Mr. Groseclose stated that the permits are from the Planning Commission 

not from the Board of Zoning Appeals.  Mrs. Smith stated that there are two positions on the 

Board of Zoning Appeals that need to be filled and that is what the Council is asking.  Mr. 

Money inquired if Mr. Groseclose would like to be a member of the Board of Zoning Appeals.  

Mr. Groseclose stated No.   

 

Mr. Boswell inquired if the Finance Committee meeting can be scheduled for the following 

Monday or Tuesday night at 6 o’clock.  Mr. Foster stated that he would be unable to attend on 

Monday, but he can on Tuesday.  Mayor Heninger stated that Tuesday at 6 o’clock the Finance 

and Personnel Committee will meet.  Mayor Heninger inquired as to who is on that Committee.  

Mr. Boswell reported that Mr. Foster, Mr. Bonham and Mr. Shortt are on the Committee.  Mr. 

Boswell inquired if the Council meeting can be continued until Tuesday, at 7 o’clock.   

Upon motion of Mr. Foster, second by Mrs. Smith and unanimously passed Council hereby 

schedules the Finance and Personnel Committee meeting for Tuesday, May 14, 2013 at 6 

pm, followed by the continued Council meeting at 7 pm.  Record of vote:  Ayes:  Councilors 

Bonham, Clear, Foster, Shortt, Spencer-Hill and Smith.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 



 

Mr. Boswell stated that he has commented before about the good folks that work for the Town 

and some of the things they are subjected to by the citizens.  He stated that an anonymous note 

was received through the U.S. Mail.  He refused to read it aloud because the language is so bad.  

Mr. Boswell stated that Council needs to see it; he passed the note through the Council members.  

Mayor Heninger stated that anyone in the audience if they would like to review the note after the 

meeting they are more than welcome to.  Mr. Boswell stated that this one was opened by the 

ladies in the office.  Mayor Heninger stated that if a person is going to write something like that 

they should be man enough to sign their name.  He also stated to learn how to spell his name and 

grow up and get a life.   

 

Mr. Money stated that when you see situations like this the State Police needs to investigate the 

matter because someone is upset.  Chief Price stated that the State Police is aware and so is the 

Commonwealth Attorney and the Commonwealth Attorney has stated that at this time there is 

nothing they can do.  Mayor Heninger stated that the ladies in the office do not need to be 

opening up things like this.  Chief Price stated that the latest note was generalized for the whole 

Town.  As far as the Police Department, the notes become a little more specific when it comes to 

his department.  Mr. Money stated that the matter is up for discussion.  Chief Price stated that it 

has been going on for six years, or as long as he has been employed by the Town.  Mrs. Smith 

stated that lately it has progressively got worse.  Mayor Heninger stated that notes are sent and it 

is posted on Topix and anyone can hide behind a computer, it takes a big man to do that.   

 

Mrs. Smith stated that she knows the Council has discussed the water accountability report and 

inquired as to what the status is.  She stated that Mr. Keen had created a report of how much 

water is sent out and how much water is billed.  Mr. Clear stated that Mr. Keen was currently 

working on it. 

 

Mr. Bonham stated that he had spoken with Sally Morgan with Smyth County and she inquired if 

anyone on Council was working on a project to do a river walk to extend the Town Park trails all 

the way out to the Elementary Schools.  To make that a scenic trail.  Mr. Bonham stated that 

Mrs. Morgan had stated that a lot of places were doing that and receiving grant money to help 

with the trails.  He stated that Abingdon is real active right now in doing a trail all the way across 

Town and tying into the historical parts of Town.  Mr. Bonham stated that he would like to see 

this matter go to a Committee and see what may be possible. 

 

Mr. Boswell stated that he had met with Mrs. Morgan and a representative of Fish and Wildlife 

the other day.  They have a grant to remove the low water bridge at the Industrial Park.  He 

stated that they also have additional funding for the river walk type project Mr. Bonham is 

talking about.  Mr. Boswell stated that he had heard back from them and they are putting 

together a plan of what they are thinking about which is tying into the end of the walking trail 

and going back to the Elementary School.  Mr. Boswell stated that when he received that 

information he will present it to Council and Committee.   

 

Mrs. Wilkinson inquired as to what C.O.A.C.H. has been asking for the past ten years when they 

got their first grant.  Mr. Bonham stated to pave the trail in the park.  Mrs. Wilkinson stated that 

the original intent was to obtain another grant to extend to Marion, but that was before the 

Bonham House.  She inquired as to what happened to the original grant money.  Mr. Boswell 



 

stated that it is wrapped in the Bonham House and at this time there is a renewed interest from 

VDOT and they seem to be changing people and the project is now being managed in Bristol.  

He stated that The Lane Group and he met with VDOT folks and they seem to be on a path that 

Richmond is satisfied that they can finish the bridge and trail and move on to something else.  

Mrs. Wilkinson stated that this matter has been discussed for ten years with C.O.A.C.H.  Mr. 

Bonham stated that there has been discussion about biking trail aspects with the walking trail.  

He stated that a lot of places even talk about tourism and try to link the trails.         

 

Upon motion of Mr. Foster, second by Mrs. Spencer-Hill and unanimously passed the 

meeting is continued at 8:22 p.m. to Tuesday, May 14, 2013 at 7:00 p.m.  Record of vote:  

Ayes:  Councilors Bonham, Clear, Foster, Shortt, Spencer-Hill and Smith.  Nays:  None.  

Absent:  None.   

 

 

_________________________________  ____________________________________                                                                              

 Gary L. Heninger, Mayor           Marlene L. Henderson, MMC, Clerk 
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