
Virginia: At the regular meeting of the Council of the Town of Chilhowie held at the 

Municipal Building, July 14, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Present: Honorable Gary L. Heninger, Mayor Presiding; Councilors Donna Blevins, 

Bill Clear, Alan Counts, Charlie Doane, F. Brent Foster and Don Hicks. 

 

Absent: None.   

 

Also Present: Mr. John E. B. Clark, Jr., Town Manager; Mrs. Marlene L. Henderson, 

MMC, Clerk-Treasurer; Messrs. Trent Crewe, Town Attorney; Stephen 

Price, Chief of Police; Josh Davidson, Assistant Fire Chief and Jay Keen, 

Public Works Director.  

 

Mayor Heninger called the meeting to order.  Mr. Gary Montgomery gave the Invocation.  The 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited.   

 

Approval of Minutes: 

Motion by Brent Foster, second by Donna Blevins Council adopts the regular June 9, 2016 and 

continued June 16, 2016 meeting minutes.  The motion was approved with following recorded 

vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye        Bill Clear   Aye          

Alan Counts   Aye                             Charlie Doane   Aye     

Brent Foster   Aye   Don Hicks   Aye 

 

Citizens Time: 

Gary Montgomery appeared before Council to remind Council that they had previously 

discussed beautifying the Town signage and suggested to move forward with that project.  

Council was also invited to the Chilhowie Lions Club’s meetings that are held on the first 

Thursday of each month.   

 

Mayor Heninger welcomed new Council member Don Hicks and welcomed back Alan Counts 

and Bill Clear who were re-elected. 

 

Reorganization of Town Officials: 

 

 Election of Vice-Mayor –  

 

Motion by Bill Clear, second by Charlie Doane Council elects Brent Foster as Vice Mayor. The 

motion was approved with following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye        Bill Clear   Aye          

Alan Counts   Aye                             Charlie Doane   Aye     

Brent Foster   Abstain  Don Hicks   Aye 

 

 Organizational Appointments of Town Attorney, Clerk – Treasurer and Police Chief –  

 



Motion by Donna Blevins, second by Alan Counts Council approves to retain all officers as they 

are: Trent Crewe and Paul Cassell, Town Attorney; Marlene Henderson, Clerk-Treasurer and 

Stephen Price, Chief of Police.  The motion was approved with following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye        Bill Clear   Aye          

Alan Counts   Aye                             Charlie Doane   Aye     

Brent Foster   Aye   Don Hicks   Aye 

 

 Committee Appointments – Proposed Committee Appointments were presented to 

Council.  

 

- Finance and Personnel Committee: Alan Counts, Chairman, Brent Foster and 

Donna Blevins.  

-   

- Fire and Police Committee: Brent Foster, Chairman, Charles Doane and Bill Clear.  

  

- Wellness and Parks Committee: Bill Clear, Chairman, Donna Blevins and Don 

Hicks.   

 

- Public Works Committee: Charlie Doane, Chairman, Alan Counts and Don Hicks. 

 

Motion by Brent Foster second by Donna Blevins, Council accepts the Committee Appointments 

as presented. The motion was approved with following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye        Bill Clear   Aye          

Alan Counts   Aye                             Charlie Doane   Aye     

Brent Foster   Aye   Don Hicks   Aye 

  

 Smyth County Tourism Association – Mayor Heninger has been a representative for 

Chilhowie on the Smyth County Tourism Association since it began and inquired if any 

of the Council members would like to serve on this Committee.  Meetings are scheduled 

for the first Monday of each month at the H.L. Bonham House at 6 pm. 

 

Motion by Brent Foster, second by Alan Counts Council appoints Donna Blevins to the Smyth 

County Tourism Association. The motion was approved with following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye        Bill Clear   Aye          

Alan Counts   Aye                             Charlie Doane   Aye     

Brent Foster   Aye   Don Hicks   Aye 

 

Old Business: 

 

 Update of Mill Creek Regional Plant and Approval of Interim Financing Package – Mr. 

Jeff Spickard reported that the project is progressing toward advertisement for bids for 

the project.  A proposed schedule for the project was presented.  There are a few 

outstanding requirements for Rural Development that will be completed by the end of 

next week.  Most of the permits have been acquired. The next hurdle is to determine the 

project’s expense.  Project completion is proposed as late fall of 2017.   

 



Rural Development is requiring Interim Financing on $1.8 million on the loan.  In the 

past Rural Development has fronted this portion of the loan, but now they leave this to 

the locality.  The Town would like to advertise in the local newspaper as well as directly 

mail the information to the four banks within the Town of Chilhowie.  Proposals are due 

August 8, 2016 with a recommendation to Council during the next regular scheduled 

Council meeting.   

The Interim Financing is considered a line of credit as the Town draws funds down.  In 

the beginning the pay requests will be smaller but toward the end of the project the pay 

request will be rather large.  The Interim Finance will close quickly after the larger draw 

downs.  Drawdowns require approval from the Town and Rural Development prior to 

disbursement.   

 

Motion by Brent Foster, second by Bill Clear Council authorizes advertisement for Interim 

Financing. The motion was approved with following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye        Bill Clear   Aye          

Alan Counts   Aye                             Charlie Doane   Aye     

Brent Foster   Aye   Don Hicks   Aye 

 

Approval to advertise construction bids was requested.  The letter of conditions is 

currently being worked on.  The Attorney has completed the title opinion of the land. 

 

Motion by Charlie Doane, second by Alan Counts Council authorizes advertisement for 

construction bids contingent upon Rural Development’s approval to advertise. The motion was 

approved with following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye        Bill Clear   Aye          

Alan Counts   Aye                             Charlie Doane   Aye     

Brent Foster   Aye   Don Hicks   Aye 

 

 Update on H.L. Bonham Tourism Trail – The project is substantially complete, with the 

exception of a Change Order in the amount of $44,477.85 and the punch list.  A 

substantial completion inspection of the project was conducted with VDOT, Town staff, 

Contractor and The Lane Group.  The punch list was created and should be completed 

within thirty days.  VDOT was impressed with the outcome of the project.   

 

The proposed Change Order concerns improvements that were recommended by staff 

such as added safety measures.  The largest expense item is paving the trail on the south 

side of the river from the Bonham House up to the bridge.  The Contractor was contacted 

for pricing.  VDOT alluded that there are additional funding left in the project.  Safety 

items discussed include a handrail on the south side of the river at the cost of $3,977.85, 

add six removable steel bollards which are steel pipes that prevents vehicles accessing the 

trail at the cost of $4,050.00 and the larger cost was the paving proposal received from 

the contractor of $36,450.00 which is approximately 130 tons of asphalt.  

 

In the event of the Town obtaining a new contractor for the paving work the Town would 

have to advertise the project and complete all requirements from VDOT.  The Town 

would be required to pay 20% of the cost for the paving.  There is currently $120,000 left 



in the VDOT funds.  Mr. Spickard recommends the safety measures of bollards and a 

hand railing be approved and address VDOT concerns obtaining another contractor for 

the paving of the walking trail since VDOT has indicated they will not participate in the 

paving costs that the contractor has submitted.   

 

Motion by Charlie Doane, Brent Foster Council approves the change order for bollards and hand 

rails for safety concerns.  The motion was approved with following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye        Bill Clear   Aye          

Alan Counts   Aye                             Charlie Doane   Aye     

Brent Foster   Aye   Don Hicks   Aye 

 

The bridge is now anchored and fully supported on all four corners.  VDOT has reviewed the 

change order pertaining to the bridge and has accepted it.  The handrail on the steps to the bridge 

was included in the original drawing.   

 

 Report on Town Receiving Transportation Safety Award from Department of Motor 

Vehicles June 27 in Richmond – Josh Davidson, Assistant Fire Chief, reported that the 

Chilhowie Fire Department received the 2016 Highway Safety Award for Occupancy 

Protection.  The Town has supported the department for more than four years to obtain 

training for Child Passenger Safety Seat Technicians.  The department was recognized by 

the DMV as well as the Governor at the awards reception on the Capital grounds. 

 

 Report on Highway Safety Initiative from March to June, 2016 – Council approved this 

project March 2016 and requested reporting. Chief of Police generates this report; it is 

included in the Council’s packet. The report reflects the program has generated more 

revenue than expenditures and the number of arrests, transports.  

 

 New Business: 

 

 Adopt Appropriations Resolution for fiscal year 2016-2017 –  

 

RESOLUTION 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 15.2-2506 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as 

amended, the Town of Chilhowie published notice of and 

subsequently held a public hearing on June 9, 2016 for presentation 

and citizen comment on the proposed fiscal year 2016-2017 Town 

Budget; 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 15.2-2503 of the Code of Virginia, as amended, 

the Town Council of the Town of Chilhowie approved and adopted 

the 2016-2017 Town Budget on June 16, 2016; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that pursuant to §15.2-2506 of 

the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended, the Town Council of the 

Town of Chilhowie hereby resolves that the funds for the 



contemplated expenditures budgeted in said 2016-2017 Town Budget 

be appropriated on an as needed basis for the 2016-2017 fiscal year 

beginning July 1, 2016. 

 

RESOLVED, this 14
th

 day of July 2016 by vote of the Chilhowie Town 

Council.  Record of vote: Aye:       

Nay:         

Absent: 

 

 

                                               ACKNOWLEDGED AND SIGNED: 

 

 

______________________________             ____________________________________ 

       Gary L. Heninger, Mayor                     Marlene L. Henderson, MMC, Clerk 

 

Motion by Donna Blevins, second by Alan Counts Council adopts the Resolution as presented.  

The motion was approved with following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye        Bill Clear   Aye          

Alan Counts   Aye                             Charlie Doane   Aye     

Brent Foster   Aye   Don Hicks   Aye 

 

 Adopt any and all Virginia State Code changes that became effective July 1, 2016 –  

 

Motion by Brent Foster, second by Donna Blevins Council adopts any and all Virginia State 

Code changes that became effective July 1, 2016. The motion was approved with following 

recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye        Bill Clear   Aye          

Alan Counts   Aye                             Charlie Doane   Aye     

Brent Foster   Aye   Don Hicks   Aye 

 

 Report on Possible Stream/Bank Improvements with Tennessee Round Table at Park 

and Sewer Treatment Plant – Mr. Keen and Mr. Clark previous met with representatives 

of the Tennessee Round Table and discussed the Park and Sewer Treatment Plant.  The 

idea is to plant some indigenous trees around the Sewer Treatment Plant and improve 

the fish habitats and environmental aspects of the river.  This is to improve the bank at 

the river, possibly remove some trees and replace with some other type of vegetation.  

Mr. Keen and Mr. Clark gave permission for the Tennessee Round Table to conduct a 

study and report to Council.   

 

 Substantial Completion of Water Interconnection Study by Lane Group – A study was 

conducted to evaluate an interconnection to the surrounding water systems.  The study 

will also determine what the best way to provide water to the Town in case of an 

emergency.  The study has been completed and copies have been sent to the surrounding 

water systems and attempting to finalize it.  Several projects were identified 

interconnecting to try to improve water transfers across the region east to west with 



Chilhowie being the central location.  A meeting will be scheduled for the stakeholders 

in the near future to obtain their input and finalize the study and identify the cost.   

 

 Report on Proposed Council Training Session Retreat by UVA Institute of Government 

– A request was made recently for a training seminar on Council relations.  Contact was 

made with the Institute of Government which holds seminars throughout the state.  

More information was provided in the Council’s packet.  Mr. Crewe, Town Attorney, is 

in favor of such seminars and encouraged Council and the Mayor to attend.   

 

The meeting must be advertised due to the fact that more than three Council members 

would be together.  The meeting will be open to the public.  Mr. Art Meade from the 

UVA Institute of Government will attend and provide a lecture with questions and 

answers.  A tentative date of August 20, 2016 during the morning is set.   

 

 Request for Public Works Committee to Review Wholesale Water Contract with Smyth 

County – The contract has been reviewed and it was adopted March 14, 2006.  It is five 

years old and has expired.  There are a few provisions the Committee need to be review 

such as percentage increases.   

 

Department Reports: 

 

 Veteran’s Memorial – Mayor Heninger reported the concrete contractor will be meeting 

with him concerning the memorial and sidewalks.  Sixty blank bricks have been ordered 

as fillers as well as sixty plus engraved bricks.   

 

 Community Development Block Grant for Downtown Project – There is no recent 

update concerning this project.   

 

 Joint Public Hearing – A joint Public Hearing with the Planning Commission will be 

scheduled in the near future concerning a request for the Gas House to be converted into 

a storage building which would require a Special Use Permit.   

 

 Outstanding Business License – Currently there are six delinquent Business Licenses 

outstanding.   

 

 EMS Inspection – The Fire/EMS Department recently passed the two year annual EMS 

inspection.   

 

 Town Hall Meeting – Chief Price attended a Town Hall meeting in Abingdon on June 

30, 2016 concerning opioid addiction.  The meeting was for Law Enforcement, Medical 

Professionals and Educators.  USDA has monies that will be awarded to the States to 

combat this issue.   

 

 Public Works Safety Boots – The safety shoe program is requested by the Public Works 

Department.  The Town pays up to $100 for a pair of safety shoes for the employee; any 

cost over $100 will be paid by the employee.  This is a budgeted item. 



 

Motion by Charlie Doane, second by Alan Counts Council approves the Safety Boots Program.  

The motion was approved with following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye        Bill Clear   Aye          

Alan Counts   Aye                             Charlie Doane   Aye     

Brent Foster   Aye   Don Hicks   Aye 

 

Any other Council Business: 

 

The Fire/EMS Vehicle is in service and the electrical issues in the Fire Hall are being addressed. 

The fence at Reid’s Store Pump House is installed.  The Weed and Trash Ordinance is still in 

effect and letters can be sent to those not in compliance.  The Duck sign has been installed at the 

Recreation Park.  The Walking Trail is in use and lots of citizens are using the trail.  A 

dedication will be scheduled at a later date.   

 

Motion by Alan Counts, second by Brent Foster the meeting was adjourned at 8:26 p.m. The 

motion was approved with the following recorded vote: 

Donna Blevins   Aye        Bill Clear   Aye          

Alan Counts   Aye                             Charlie Doane   Aye     

Brent Foster   Aye   Don Hicks   Aye 

 

 

 

______________________________Mayor  ______________________________Clerk 

 Gary L. Heninger           Marlene L. Henderson, MMC   

  

 

     

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 


