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Town Manager’s Report to Mayor and Town Council 

February 9, 2017 
 

 
New Ad for H.L. Bonham Visitors Center Tourism Brochure and Pending Installation of Rally  
Chilhowie Signs  
 
You have in your agenda a new ad for the H.L. Bonham Tourism Brochure. The brochure is the first to be done in about four 
years, I am told by Director Ron Thomasson. The ad is being put together by an agency out of Wytheville. We added some 
information / pictures from the old ad the Town had and I think it is much more “tourism friendly”, especially with the new 
inclusion of the Civil War Trails log and Tourism Trail. Special thanks to Felicia Eller from the town Staff for her help in this 
endeavor. 
 
Regarding the “Rally Chilhowie” Sign we are at this writing cleaning out the space at the bathrooms at the Visitors Center. 
The soft drink machine was removed and the sign should be installed on February 1. Special thanks to Robyn Lee of Clinch 
Valley College of the University of Virginia, and the committee including Kelly Spencer- Hill, Sherry Hale and Kyra Bishop for 
their work. A facsimile of the sign is in your agenda packet.  
 
Virginia Municipal League Legislative Day 
 
I attended the annual Virginia Municipal League Legislative Day on January 25 in Richmond at the Library of Virginia. The 
event started at 3:00 that afternoon and I left that morning to get there.  A copy of the agenda is in your agenda packet. 
 
The next morning I joined the Town of Marion delegation at the State Capitol before returning home for a photo 
opportunity. They briefly asked Governor Terry McAuliffe for his help in relocating the state highway shop from its current 
location on Route 16 so that property could be used for a commercial / economic development. I reintroduced myself and 
thanked the Governor for the Commonwealth’s Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) funding the 
Town of Chilhowie’s Downtown Revitalization Project. Because of the brevity of my stay in Richmond I did not get to go by 
the office of DHCD, as I did in 2015 to make them more aware of the project.  
 
 
Joint Public Meeting with Planning Commission on Adopting Rewrite / Recodification of Zoning Ordinance, Planned Unit 
Development  Ordinance, Subdivision Ordinance and Flood Plain Ordinance  
 
You have in your agenda packet a notice of a Joint Public Hearing between the Planning Commission and Town Council. The 
ad was run twice on January 25 and February 1 in the Smyth County News, a paper of general circulation, as required by 
15.2-2204 of the Code of Virginia. 
 
    
 



   

The revised ordinances will be placed in one document for easy access and comprehensiveness. As stated before, the staff, 
attorney, and Planning Commission and Mt. Rogers Planning District Commission have met at least six times in formulating 
this document.   
 
The procedure at the joint Public Hearing will be as follows. After the Public Hearing is completed and public comments 
made, if any, the Planning Commission Chair will ask for a recommendation to adopt the ordinances. Following that the 
Town Council will make a motion to accept or reject the Planning Commission’s recommendation.  
 
 
Meeting of the Fire and Police Committee, and Park and Recreation Committee  
 
On the agenda will be two reports from the committees listed above.  A reorganization of the Fire and Emergency Services 
(EMS) Department was presented to the Committee on January 31.  Since this proposed reorganization presents a variety 
of personnel issues that item will be placed in Closed Session. 
 
The Park and Recreation Committee will present a recommendation on dealing with the 17 pieces of weight equipment 
now stored at the old Clark’s Pharmacy Building. As I have discussed before the owner of the building has indicated that the 
space may rented out or building sold in the future.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
John E. B. Clark, Jr. 
Town Manager 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 


