
Virginia: At the regular meeting of the Council of the Town of Chilhowie held at the 

Municipal Building, December 14, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Present: Honorable Gary L. Heninger, Mayor Presiding; Councilors Donna S. 

Blevins, Billy L. Clear, Alan W. Counts, Charles E. Doane and F. Brent 

Foster. 

 

Absent: None.  

 

Also Present: Mr. John E. B. Clark, Jr., Town Manager; Mrs. Marlene Henderson, Clerk-

Treasurer, MMC; Messrs. Paul Cassell, Town Attorney; Stephen Price, 

Police Chief; Jay Keen, Public Works Director; David Haynes, Fire Chief 

and Randy Sturgill, Building Official.  

 

Mayor Heninger called the meeting to order.  Bobby Dunn gave the Invocation.  The Pledge of 

Allegiance was recited.   

 

Approval of Minutes: 

Motion by Alan Counts, second by Brent Foster Council adopts the regular November 9, 2017 

and continued November 14, 2017 meeting minutes.  The motion was approved with following 

recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye        Bill Clear   Aye          

Alan Counts   Aye                             Charlie Doane   Aye         

Brent Foster   Aye         

 

Citizens Time: 

 

Lynn Pease appeared before Council to report the serious business of the Smyth County Board of 

Supervisors.  On December 4, 2017 a Board of Supervisors meeting was held and they discussed 

and decided on a Resolution to terminate the Library Board of Trustees.  This was no public 

knowledge that the matter was going to be addressed.  The Agenda did not include a call out for 

what will be discussed.  Citizen’s time was held as normal and people spoke out against closing 

the Board of Trustees with no response by the Board of Supervisors.  Mr. Pease read the 

Resolution to the Council. 

 

According to the Resolution the effective date of the closure of the Library Board of Trustees is 

set for July 1, 2018.  The new Library Director was unaware of this as well.  Curtis Rhea, a 

newly elected Board of Supervisors member spoke as a citizen and is dead set against 

terminating the Library Board of Trustees.  Mr. Pease discussed emails that circulated 

concerning this matter from March 2017.  The Resolution has been sent to Richmond for 

approval from Legislature to exempt Smyth County from maintaining a Library Board of 

Trustees.  

 

Motion by Brent Foster, second by Donna Blevins Council authorizes the Town Manager to 

write a letter to the Smyth County Board of Supervisors requesting more information regarding 

the Resolution to terminate the Library Board of Trustees.  The motion was approved with 

following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    



Donna Blevins   Aye        Bill Clear   Aye          

Alan Counts   Aye                             Charlie Doane   Aye         

Brent Foster   Aye         

 

Alan Keesee appeared before Council to introduce himself.  He stated that he was born and 

raised in Chilhowie and expressed his interested in serving on Council and is on the ballot for the 

Special Election scheduled for January 16, 2017.   

 

Public Presentation: 

 

 Presentation of Recreation League Football Trophies – Junior Plemmons, Recreation 

Football Director, appeared before Council to express his gratitude for Council’s time 

and presented two of the three trophies that are offered in the League. The 1
st
 and 2

nd
 

grade football team went undefeated as well as the 3
rd

 and 4
th 

grade football team who 

was also undefeated. Each participant received an individual trophy as well.   

 

Mr. Plemmons has overseen the Recreation Football program for several years now and 

is making great strides each year to improve the Recreation League program. The League 

consists of Chilhowie, Patrick Henry, Holston and Saltville.  Other areas are showing 

interests in participating in this circuit.  The recreation football program is a feeder 

program for the High School Football program.   

 

 Presentation of the Fiscal Year 2015 Audit – Jim Fern partner with Hicok, Fern & 

Company, CPAs, located in Abingdon, Virginia, appeared before Council to give the 

Executive Summary of the 2015 Audit.  Two reports were issued, one for the 

Independent Audit and another for Government Auditing Standards.  Both reports were 

unmodified or clean reports.  A change occurred in 2015 naming the Town as a whole.  

The Town lost $900,000 worth of net assets or net position because the Auditors have to 

include a new Pension Liability which was the decrease in equity.  This Pension Liability 

will reoccur each year.  The Town is right at break-even budgeting.   

 

Old Business: 

 

 Update on Mill Creek Water Treatment Plant Project and Pay Request Number 9 – Jeff 

Spickard, The Lane Group, reported progress on the construction of the Water Treatment 

Plant continues with the membrane skid number 2 has been installed.  The contractor is 

currently working on piping interconnections that are needed in order to put the 

equipment into service.  Still awaiting electrical equipment that is scheduled for delivery 

some time in January. Overall the project is on schedule.  The Contractors application for 

pay is $911,705.41 and The Lane Group application for pay is $37,786.20 for a total of 

$949,491.61.   

 

Motion by Brent Foster, second by Bill Clear Council approves Pay Request Number 9 in the 

amount of $949,491.61.  The motion was approved with following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye        Bill Clear   Aye          

Alan Counts   Aye                             Charlie Doane   Aye         

Brent Foster   Aye         

 



Mr. Clark, Town Manager, reported the surplus equipment was placed on Govdeals.com 

and it was realized the equipment is not ready to be picked up after the bidding process.  

The equipment will be placed back on Govdeals.com in late February or March. 

 

 Update on Inoperable Vehicles – Chief Price, Police Chief, reported seventeen letters 

were sent out and three have reported they have corrected the issue.  Mid-January the 

Police Department will go out and inspect and those not in compliance will be issued a 

second notice and proceed from that point forward.   

 

 Update on Virginia Maintenance Code Violations on Burned Out Structures – Randy 

Sturgill, Building Official, reported three letters have been sent out regarding burned out 

structures.  At this time only one has responded.  The letter granted ninety days to bring 

the structure up to Code.  Once the ninety days have expired a second notice will be 

issued.   

 

 Update on Downtown Revitalization Project – Mr. Clark, Town Manager, reported the 

downtown drainage revised sketch has been submitted to VDOT and Norfork & Southern 

Railroad.  The final design of Main Street has been obtained.  Measurements of sidewalks 

from the center of the street were discussed. Consolidating the overhead utilities is 

expected to cost $97,347.74.  This is not directly in the budget but can possibly be made 

up.  VDOT plans to do the paving which saves $45,000 and possibly the reduction on the 

drainage will save grant funds that can be directed toward the overhead utilities.   

 

A conference call including thirteen individuals was held December 1
st
 to discuss the old 

Superior Mills building.  It is believed it is worked out to conduct part of the study to 

identify problem areas.  The demolition bids should be advertised late winter.  Façade 

drawings on all of the buildings within the downtown area are now complete.  The plans 

are to be presented to all the property owners and a meeting is to be scheduled with the 

architect to discuss his plans for the buildings.  

 

 Update on Planning Commission Rewrite of Comprehensive Plan – Lynn Pease, Planning 

Commission Chairman, reported the Planning Commission is working closely with 

Aaron Sizemore, Mount Rogers Planning District Commission and is on line with being 

completed in April 2018.  Planning Commission meetings are scheduled for the first 

Tuesday of each month to discuss the rewrite Comprehensive Plan with Mr. Sizemore.   

 

New Business: 

 

 Presentation of Recreation League Football and Cheerleading Report – Mr. Clark, Town 

Manager, stated the reports are included in the Council packet and it is for information 

purposes only.   

 

 Update on Town Hall Security – Chief Price, Police Chief, issued a handout to Council 

regarding the training for workplace safety.  A lot of discussion was held during the 

training and was an excellent employee training.  Workplace safety training is now 

expected to be held annually.   

 



Randy Sturgill, Building Official, reported he has obtained a bid for bulletproof glass for 

the windows at the Town Hall.  If bulletproof glass is installed the appearance of the 

windows will not change.  The quote obtained is good for thirty days.   

 

Motion by Brent Foster, second by Donna Blevins Council refers this matter to the Public Works 

Committee.  The motion was approved with following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye        Bill Clear   Aye          

Alan Counts   Aye                             Charlie Doane   Aye         

Brent Foster   Aye         

 

 Report on Part-Time/Elected Official Health Insurance Coverage – Paul Cassell, Town 

Attorney, reported there is a Code Section referencing the matter. The State Code section 

states in addition to salary each member of Council and/or Mayor of any Town may be 

compensated with such benefits that is provided to Town employees.  There are other 

Towns that do provide benefits to their Council members.  The quote will be obtained 

March or April 2018 and would go into effect July 1, 2018.   

 

 Report on Title Search on 132 River Road – Paul Cassell, Town Attorney, requested to 

continue the matter due to communication errors. 

 

Motion by Donna Blevins, second by Brent Foster Council continues this matter. The motion 

was approved with following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye        Bill Clear   Aye          

Alan Counts   Aye                             Charlie Doane   Aye         

Brent Foster   Aye         

 

Department Reports: 

 

Mr. Clark, Town Manager, reported a letter was sent from United Way thanking the participants 

of the United Way Bagging Event.   

 

Jay Keen, Public Works Director, reported the roof is leaking at Reid’s Pump Station.  He 

obtained a quote for a new flat rubber roof at the cost of $4,500.00.  There is a lot of money in 

electronics and equipment in that building. 

 

Motion by Charlie Doane, second by Brent Foster Council approved the purchase of a flat rubber 

roof at the cost of $4,500.00. The motion was approved with following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye        Bill Clear   Aye          

Alan Counts   Aye                             Charlie Doane   Aye         

Brent Foster   Aye         

  

Mayor Heninger wished all Town Employees, Council Members and Citizens a Merry 

Christmas. 

 

 

 

 

 



Closed Session: 

 

 Update on Claims on Auto Crash and 162 Scenic View Drive-  

 

Motion by Donna Blevins, second by Charlie Doane and unanimously passed Council hereby 

enters into Closed Session for Update on Claims on Auto Crash and 162 Scenic View Drive - as 

allowed under Section 2.2-3711(A)(7) of the Code of Virginia, as amended. The motion was 

approved with the following recorded vote: 

Donna Blevins   Aye         Bill Clear   Aye 

Alan Counts   Aye   Charlie Doane   Aye 

Brent Foster   Aye     

 

Upon motion by Donna Blevins, second by Alan Counts Council hereby enters into Open 

Session. The motion was approved with the following recorded vote: 

Donna Blevins   Aye         Bill Clear   Aye 

Alan Counts   Aye   Charlie Doane   Aye 

Brent Foster   Aye     

 

CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED SESSION 

The Town of Chilhowie has convened a closed meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative 

recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; 

and Section 2.2-3711(A)(7) of the Code of Virginia requires a certificate by the Council that 

such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Town of Chilhowie hereby 

certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully 

exempted from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting  

to which this certificate applies, and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in 

the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Town 

Council. 

 

Approved with the following roll call vote: 

Donna Blevins   Aye         Bill Clear   Aye 

Alan Counts   Aye   Charlie Doane   Aye 

Brent Foster   Aye     

 

 

Motion by Brent Foster, second by Donna Blevins Council adjourns the meeting at 8:12 p.m.  

The motion was approved with the following recorded vote: 

Donna Blevins   Aye         Bill Clear   Aye 

Alan Counts   Aye   Charlie Doane   Aye 

Brent Foster   Aye    

 

 

______________________________Mayor  ______________________________Clerk 

 Gary L. Heninger     Marlene L. Henderson, MMC 

 

   


