
Virginia: At the regular meeting of the Council of the Town of Chilhowie held at the 

Municipal Building, May 12, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Present: Honorable Gary L. Heninger, Mayor Presiding; Councilors Donna Blevins, 

James B. Bonham, III, Bill Clear, Alan Counts, Charlie Doane and F. Brent 

Foster. 

 

Absent: None.   

 

Also Present: Mr. John E. B. Clark, Jr., Town Manager; Mrs. Marlene L. Henderson, 

MMC, Clerk-Treasurer; Messrs. Trent Crewe, Town Attorney; Stephen 

Price, Chief of Police; C. David Haynes, Fire Chief and Jay Keen, Public 

Works Director.  

 

Mayor Heninger called the meeting to order.  Mr. David Gary gave the Invocation.  The Pledge 

of Allegiance was recited.   

 

Approval of Minutes: 

Motion by Brent Foster, second by Donna Blevins Council adopts the April 14, 2016 meeting 

minutes with the following correction for Jim Bonham’s vote to abstain concerning Thompson & 

Litton.  The motion was approved with following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye        Jim Bonham   Aye 

Bill Clear   Aye        Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane   Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 

 

Citizens Time: 

Linda Routh, a resident of Interstate Campground, appeared before Council to state that the thirty 

residents at the Interstate Campground apartments appreciate the Town providing water and 

sewer services but have also endured increases over the past several years.  Ms. Ruth presented 

Council with a petition signed by the residents stating that the water rate increases have become 

a hardship. Most of the residents are on social security and/or disability.   

 

Lieu Via Gary appeared before Council on behalf of the Garden Club to say thank you to Bill 

Clear and Mayor Heninger.  The Garden Club has planted flowers in the Town Recreation Park 

and it would have not been as easy without the help of Bill Clear and his crew. 

 

 Old Business: 

Mr. John E.B. Clark, Jr. reported on the following: 

 

 Negotiations with Thompson and Litton on East Lee Highway Project and Submission of 

Proposed Contract – The first contract price was $38,000 which is 22% of the contract 

price which appears to be high.  Since then the project manager line item has been 

eliminated from the contract brining the contract price down to $34,000 on a $195,000 

construction project.  VDOT is satisfied with the contract price due to a lot of surveying 

will be conducted toward the project.  It was requested to waive the late fees from the 



contract due to VDOT reimbursements.  Final approval of the contract is contingent upon 

VDOT’s approval.   

 

Motion by Brent Foster, second by Donna Blevins Council approves the Contract with 

Thompson and Litton and authorizes the Town Manager and/or Mayor to execute the Contract 

contingent upon approval of VDOT.  The motion was approved with following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye        Jim Bonham   Abstain 

Bill Clear   Aye        Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane   Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 

 

 Update of Completion of Public Works Project for Fiscal Year – Action steps have been 

taken within this fiscal year.  Orchard Avenue is complete, Midnight Drive sewer project 

is complete and the creek crossing at Mill Creek is scheduled to begin and should be 

completed within two weeks. 

 

Motion by Donna Blevins, second by Alan Counts Council continues this matter.  The motion 

was approved with following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye   Jim Bonham   Aye 

Bill Clear   Aye   Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane   Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 

 

 Appointments to Board of Zoning Appeals - Mrs. Henderson reported that those serving 

on the Board of Zoning Appeals are as follows:  Lynn Pease – Chairman, J. David Gary, 

Luther C. Houchins, III, Cathy M. Smith and Kathy S. Wright.  The terms of Luther 

Houchins, Cathy Smith and Kathy Wright expired on March 16, 2016.  Mr. Houchins 

does not wish to be reappointed.  Ms. Smith and Ms. Wright both agree to serve if 

reappointed.  Mrs. Rebecca Wilkinson-Smith has agreed to serve if appointed. 

 

Motion to Charlie Doane, second by Alan Counts Council recommends Cathy Smith, Kathy 

Wright and Rebecca Wilkinson-Smith to the Circuit Court to serve on the Board of Zoning 

Appeals of the Town of Chilhowie, Virginia.  The motion was approved with the following 

recorded vote: 

Donna Blevins  Aye    James Bonham  Aye 

Bill Clear  Aye    Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane  Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 
 

 

 Update on Farmer’s Market Rules – The discrepancy between the rules and regulations 

concerning the Farmer’s Market and the letter that was sent to all vendors has been 

resolved.  The letter stated that vendors are allowed to purchase produce at other 

locations and resale them at the Farmer’s Market until that particular produce comes into 

season within the area.  The rules and regulations stated vendors were not allowed to 

purchase and resell produce.  The rules and regulations have been updated to state that 

the vendors are allowed to purchase produce elsewhere and resell it at Chilhowie’s 

Farmer’s Market.   

 



 

Motion by Brent Foster, second by Alan Counts Council approves the changes made in the 

Farmer’s Market Rules and Regulations.  The motion was approved with the following recorded 

vote: 

Donna Blevins  Aye    James Bonham  Aye 

Bill Clear  Aye    Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane  Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 

 

 Submission of April Progress Report on Library – The Library report for the month of 

April was included in the Council’s packet.   

 

 Report on Pet Waste Station – The Pet Waste Station should be received this calendar 

year.  The Town has agreed to participate in this project.   

 

 Report on Mill Creek Steering Committee Meeting May 10
th

 – Mr. Foster reported the 

Committee met on Monday, May 9, 2016 to review a budget and review an agreement.  

The Town’s water output is roughly $0.38 per thousand gallons but when the Town was 

purchasing water from the Washington County Service Authority during the months of 

April, May, June, July and August at a cost of roughly $1.45 per thousand gallons. The 

expense of the water treatment plant will actually decrease during the next year due to the 

new filter and less filter maintenance.  Washington County Service Authority is to refund 

the Town roughly $40,000 due to the decreases in expenses for utilities.   

 

Motion by Jim Bonham, second by Donna Blevins Council continues this matter.  The motion 

was approved with following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye   Jim Bonham   Aye 

Bill Clear   Aye   Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane   Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 

    

 Report on Deed on Mill Creek for Water Treatment Plant Project – Mr. Crewe reported 

after lengthy negotiations the verbiage has been agreed to.  An eleven page deed has been 

sent to the Cole family’s attorney.  We believe that the attorney agrees to the language 

and are waiting for the deed to be signed and returned.   

 

 Report on Proposed Contract on Handicap Ramp – Mr. Jeff Spickard from The Lane 

Group reported that they have submitted a contract amendment to add a handicap ramp to 

the bridge.  The Lane Group has drafted a proposal basically covering the engineering 

design fees, construction administration and resident project representation for the 

additional time the contactor will need to construct the ramp.  They are looking at an 

hourly contract not to exceed $15,100.  The contractor is 93% complete and will be 

shortly 100% complete.   

 

The ramp is proposed to be wooden which is most economical.  The ramp on the north 

side of the river height is eleven (11) feet that they will have to overcome there for the 

proposal is for 150 feet of ramp.  The ramp on the south side of the river is a lot less and 

a lot smaller. The Contractor has requested a Change Order concerning the paving of the 



parking lots.  The Contractor would like to perform some paving maintenance prior to 

striping the parking areas such as repair and pressure washing.  The Contractor has 

requested funding to address issues underneath the foundation of the bridge abutment 

walls where it was either under or over excavated as well as a modification of the bridge 

anchor plate.  The bridge is not bolted in place at this time.  The total Change Order 

request amount is $7,100.  The Town has $7,936 on the project that is not obligated.  This 

savings is from material costs.  The Change Order could be accepted without changing 

the cost of the project.   

 

The $1,800 included in the $7,100 Change Order is for the bridge modification.  This 

covers the underneath of the foundation repair as well as the modification of the bridge 

attachment plate.  The contractor requires long receptacles.  The bridge does not set on 

the abutment wall exactly; the plates are overlapping the abutment where it slopes down.  

The solution is to raise the area where the abutment wall starts to slope to where it hits 

the bridge. It is only a few inches but will require the anchor bolt to be longer.  The 

responsibility lies between the contractor and the bridge manufacturer.     

 

Motion by Brent Foster, second by Donna Blevins Council continues this matter.  The motion 

was approved with following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye   Jim Bonham   Aye 

Bill Clear   Aye   Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane   Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 

 

 

New Business: 

 

The following was reported: 

 

 Report on Veterans Memorial Brick Campaign – The Town mailed the Brick Campaign 

brochure to all of the utility customers within the past week and at this time twenty-six 

(26) bricks have been sold.  The Memorial site has been prepared and is ready for the 

installation of the bricks.  

 

 Update on 2016-2017 Budget Formulation and Continued Town Council Meeting May 

23 to Review – The Finance Committee has met twice concerning the proposed budget.  

And recommends the Council meeting be continued until May 23, 2016 at 7 p.m. to 

review the proposed 2016-2017 Budget.   

 

 Bids on ¾ Ton Truck in 2015-2016 Budget – Bids were received from three dealerships 

for a 2017 F250 or larger size truck.  The low bidder was Morgan McClure dealership.  

The vehicle will also be used for snow removal.  $35,000 is available in the budget with 

the cost of the truck at $28,208.30. Snow removal equipment will be purchased 

separately. 

 

Motion by Brent Foster, second Donna Blevins Council approves the purchase of a ¾ Ton Truck 

from Morgan McClure dealership. The motion was approved with following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    



Donna Blevins   Aye   Jim Bonham   Aye 

Bill Clear   Aye   Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane   Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 

 

 Requests to Solicit Proposals on Sidewalk Repair on Old Stage Road, Sanders Avenue, 

Chilhowie Street and Church Avenue – VDOT is not going to fund the sidewalk repair 

project.  Savings from the tourism walking trail project can potentially be used for the 

sidewalk projects.  It was suggested to bid the project in order to have a better cost 

estimate.   

 

Motion by Brent Foster, second by Jim Bonham Council approves to obtain bids for the 

Sidewalk Repair Project.  The motion was approved with following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye   Jim Bonham   Aye 

Bill Clear   Aye   Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane   Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 

 

 Notice of Article in VML Magazine on Mill Creek – A copy of the article was included 

in the Council’s packet.  The article provided good publicity concerning the Mill Creek 

Water Treatment Plant project.   

 

 Report on Student Government Day and Crooked Road Event at Park – Students from all 

over the County review educational facts that go on throughout the County and then the 

students are divided up to their own Towns and tour the Municipality, Police Department, 

Fire Department and Public Works Department.  The Crooked Road’s Mountains of 

Music Homecoming Performance is scheduled for Wednesday, June 15, 2016 at the 

Recreation Park. This is a free event and the music will be provided by Valley Grass and 

Front Porch Gospel.   

 

 Report on Boys and Girls Basketball Program – Kelly Spencer-Hill, Director of the 

Basketball Program, provided a report to Council to detail the success of the program.   

 

Any Other Council Business: 

 

Mrs. Donna Blevins thanked the Public Works Department for the repair of her water meter.   

 

The Duck sign was discussed during the progress meeting that was held the Monday prior to 

Council meeting.  The signs have been approved but not manufactured at this time. 

 

Second notice letters have been sent to those delinquent on Business Licenses from the 

Attorney’s office.   

 

No updates on the Downtown Revitalization have recently been received from Mount Rogers 

Planning District Commission.   

 



Older American’s Day will be held in the Recreation Park on May 26, 2016 from 10 a.m. until 2 

p.m.  The Town of Marion will not be busing their senior citizens to Chilhowie for the event.  

There was no explanation as to why.   

 

The revised 2016 Apple Festival Master Plan was presented to Council. Public safety matters 

were discussed.  The Band Competition was also discussed.  The matter of citizens allowed to 

hold yard sales and bake sales on private property was discussed.  If the sales do not require a 

Business License citizens are allowed to hold such sales on private property.  The Town will also 

submit street closure permit request to VDOT on behalf of the Apple Festival.  Trash removal 

and responsibilities of the Town pertaining to the Festival was discussed.   

 

Motion by Charlie Doane, second by Alan Counts Council approves the 2016 Apple Festival 

Master Plan as presented.  The motion was approved with following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye   Jim Bonham   Aye 

Bill Clear   Aye   Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane   Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 

 

Mr. Clark reported to Council that a reimbursement of $20,768.40 was received from Mount 

Rogers Planning District Commission for the sewer relining project.  There are 1,200 feet of the 

project remaining and will be addressed this summer and fall.  

 

A letter from the Chamber of Commerce was included in the Council’s packet announcing an 

appreciation dinner for Top Level Chamber members on May 25, 2016. 

 

Water Shed Day was held for every sixth grader in Smyth County at the Chilhowie Recreation 

Park.  U.S. Park Service, Mount Rogers National Recreation, Soil and Water Conservation and 

others were present to provide information the students.      

 

The Fire Department requested a Fire and Police Committee meeting be scheduled in the near 

future.  A meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, May 18
th

 at 6 p.m.   

     

Motion by Brent Foster, second by Donna Blevins the meeting was continued until May 23, 

2016 at 7 p.m. The motion was approved with the following recorded vote: 

Donna Blevins   Aye         Jim Bonham   Aye 

Bill Clear   Aye   Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane   Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 

 

 

______________________________Mayor  ______________________________Clerk 

 Gary L. Heninger           Marlene L. Henderson, MMC   

 

 

 

  

 

 


