
Virginia: At the regular meeting of the Council of the Town of Chilhowie held at the 

Municipal Building, June 11, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Present: Honorable Gary L. Heninger, Mayor Presiding; Councilors Donna S. 

Blevins, James B. Bonham, III, Billy L. Clear, Alan W. Counts, Charlie E. 

Doane and F. Brent Foster. 

 

Absent: None.   

 

Also Present: Mr. John E. B. Clark, Jr., Town Manager; Mrs. Marlene L. Henderson, 

MMC, Clerk-Treasurer; Messrs. Paul Cassell, Town Attorney; Stephen 

Price, Chief of Police; C. David Haynes, Fire Chief.  

 

Mayor Heninger called the meeting to order.  Mr. Gary Montgomery gave the Invocation.  The 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited.     

 

Approval of Minutes: 

Motion by Brent Foster, second by Donna Blevins Council adopts the May 14, 2015 and 

continued May 19, 2015 meeting minutes.  The motion was approved with following recorded 

vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye   Jim Bonham   Aye 

Bill Clear   Aye   Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane   Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 

 

Citizens Time: 

Michelle Hartzog and Michael Carter of Home Nursing Inc., members of the Smyth County 

Adult Multidisciplinary Team, gave a report on the Older Americans Day held in the Chilhowie 

Town Park in May.  They thanked the Town for their help with this event. There were 

approximately seven hundred fifty meals served to the seniors.  Mr. Carter also stated that this is 

one of the biggest events in Southwest Virginia for senior citizens to attend.  There were over 

forty vendors for this event who handed out information on their services.  

 

Lynn Pease of 752 Skyview Drive gave a report on the Chilhowie Library.  He stated that the 

May activity at the Library showed a little bit of growth over last year compared to Saltville and 

Marion whose numbers went down.  He also stated that the Library continues to grow and have 

different programs for the children, many thanks to Linda and to the Town who supports the 

Library one hundred percent.  Mr. Pease reported that the story time ended at the end of May.  

The Library had eight programs with one hundred eighty-eight children in attendance.  The 

Library is currently preparing for the summer activities.    

 

Mr. Pease also spoke about the Board of Supervisors meeting on the budget Tuesday June 9, 

2015 at 6:00 p.m.  He stated that the Town of Chilhowie was well represented by Mayor 

Heninger, Vice Mayor Jim Bonham, Interim Town Manager John Clark, Jr and Councilman 

Alan Counts.  The petition was presented to the Board with nearly eight hundred signatures in 

support of the Library.   

 



Mr. Pease also inquired about the historic plaque that he had asked for to go in the Bonham 

Tourism Center.  He inquired about what was going on with that and if the council had thought 

anything else about that.   

 

Cathy Smith of 149 Crestwood Drive gave a report about the Board of Supervisors meeting on 

Tuesday June 9, 2015.  She stated that she was upset about the School Board Budget was there 

was no communication between the Board of Supervisors and the Budget Committee.  She 

thought that the Board of Supervisors and the County Administrator and the Library Board 

should have communicated better with each other when making the budgets.   

 

Mrs. Smith also brought up the vehicle fees.  She stated that the council had proposed in the 

budget to increase the fee from fifteen dollars up to twenty five dollars.  This is a direct impact 

on the town citizens she wanted to know why we didn’t increase the meals tax a small bit, and 

she thinks that would take care of anything at all and take care of that extra ten dollars that are 

going to impact the town citizens.  Then that meals tax would come from anyone that dines here 

in the Town.  She would like the Council to reconsider increasing the meals tax.   

 

Mrs. Smith also had a concern about the overgrown weeds on Sulphur Springs Road that are 

becoming a problem again. She stated that on the way home from school there was a snake in the 

road.  She would like the Town to take care of this problem with letters to the home owners 

about keeping it mowed. 

 

Gary Montgomery of 1113 Sunset Drive stated that he would like to thank the Town Manager 

Mr. Clark for helping with the trash pickup and getting a break on the bill because the trash was 

not picked up in the winter.  Next Mr. Montgomery gave a positive review on the new shelter 

being built next to the First Baptist Church on Railroad Ave.  The people are really excited about 

the shelter being built, and the church would like to thank the Town for their promptness.   

Mr. Montgomery had a complaint about the yard sale signs everywhere.  He stated that it is 

beginning to make the Town look bad with the signs everywhere.   

 

Public Hearing: 

Town Manager John Clark, Jr. brought up for discussion the 2015-2016 Budget which was 

located on page 14 of the agenda.  The Budget was advertised in the Smyth County News 

Messenger on June 3, 2015.  He stated that this year’s budget is $4,438,593 which was an 

increase of $23,472 or 0.005% over last year’s budget.  The Finance Committee met on April 28 

and on May 5. With the entire Council meeting May 19, 2015.  The staff met numerous times 

before and after those meetings.   they did some real good things on breaking down the overtime, 

part-time and full time it was all lumped together.  He stated that he thought that it would help 

them to track it a lot better.  They also had several items lumped together and they have broken 

those out and made it a lot easy to figure out.  The budget includes a five percent increase to 

water and sewer.  In the donations each school will receive an allotted amount of money $1,000 

to the High School and $750 each to the Middle and Elementary Schools.  The budget also 

includes $35,200 for the walking trail.   Also the budget includes twenty to twenty-four thousand 

for a new public works position which is very much needed.  Mr. Clark also stated that he 

thought this budget was a little easier put together because of three things.  The meals tax was 

increased from about $40,000 to $424,964 because of added business will come from Taco Bell.  



The decrease in the administration wages of several tens of thousands of dollars due to the Town 

Manager not commanding benefits.  There is no change to the meals tax, it is at 5.5%.  Other 

localities are five and seven percent.  Not in the budget but would like for the Council to 

consider is the connection fee is at $700 to increase and the cost of decals increasing from $15 to 

$25.  This increase would bring in another $10,000. 

 

Mayor Heninger opened the Public Hearing at 7:25 p.m. on the 2015-2016 Budget. 

 

Mrs. Cathy Smith commended Mr. Clark and the Council for working together to get the budget 

under control.  She stated that the $10,000 from the decals will hit the Town citizens directly.  

Council should consider raising the meals tax even if it is only a quarter or a tenth of a percent.  

This would more than take care of that $10,000 that would be generated from the vehicle decal 

fees.  The meals tax increase would spread the expense to people that visit the town instead of 

the town citizens. Chilhowie has one of the lesser meals tax in the area; the Marion rate is at 7%.  

This would help the elderly citizens in the Town save that extra ten dollars. 

 

Mayor Heninger closed the public hearing at 7:27 p.m. 

       

Old Business: 
Mr. John E.B. Clark, Jr. reported on the following: 

 

 Reported on the selection of date to approve the budget-- Mr. Clark proposed several 

dates June 22 or June 23.  Council chose Monday, June 22, 2015 at 6:15 p.m. for the 

continued meeting. 

 

 Report on Update on Mill Creek Regional Plant – Mr. Clark noted that the cost of water 

was $36,385.27 for March; less than the anticipated $45,000.  April cost was $40,601.35.  

The Washington County Service Authority has reduced the cost of labor from 57 to 54 

hours.  Jeff Spickard with the Lane Group reported that that weekly meetings to review 

progress, resolve issues and integrate modules continue.  The three membranes will be 

received separately.  The first is expected to be received within five weeks with one week 

to install and be operational.  Approximately twelve weeks later the second bank will be 

received and installed.  It is believed that with the first skid the plant will be running at 

80-90% with the first skid and almost completely running with the second skid.  The 

Lane Group is working on a permanent interconnection with Washington County Service 

Authority.  Plans are expected by summer with advertisement for bids shortly thereafter.   

 

One modification could impact the water system.  The feeding of the fluoride treatment 

that we currently have will be impacted.  The fluoride is a voluntary additive to the water 

it is not required to be fed into the water.  There will be an interruption in the feeding of 

fluoride during a period of six to eight months.  The VDH will assist with this 

modification though a grant program.  Mr. Clark stated that the Town will notify area 

dentists and utility customers will be notified on the utility bills and on the website 

www.chilhowie.org.  Jeff Spickard also noted that there is natural fluoride in the water as 

well. 

 



 Report on Consideration of The Lane Group Contract on Mill Creek Regional Plant 

Failure – Mr. Clark reported on the contract and recommends that the contract be 

approved.  The Town’s portion will be $19,544 of the $34,900 Budget. 

 

Motion by Jim Bonham, second by Brent Foster Council approved the motion with following 

recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye   Jim Bonham   Aye 

Bill Clear   Aye   Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane   Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 

 

 Report on the Town Presentation at Smyth County Public Hearing on Budget on June 9 

in Relation to Library Funding – Mr. Clark stated that he presented the letter to the Board 

of Supervisors as Council requested.    

 

 Report on Heath Trailer Park in West Lee Highway – Mr. Cassell reported that the public 

hearing for Board of Zoning Appeals on the Heath Park is scheduled for August 19 at 

5:30 p.m. He has confirmed the date and time with the Heath’s attorney Mr. Watson and 

also with Mr. Pease.      

 

 Update on H. L. Bonham Tourism Trail – Mr. Clark spoke with Chase Buchanan 

concerning the trail.  VDOT is expected to release the project to be bid during the week 

of the June 22.         

 

New Business: 

Mr. John E.B. Clark, Jr. reported on the following: 

 

Mr. David Haynes Fire Chief reported on the consideration of Pump Test/Drafting Pit 

Project.  The Virginia Department of Fire Programs has awarded the Town of Chilhowie 

Fire Services a grant in the amount of $42,502.00.  Chief Haynes is working with The 

Lane Group on the project with construction to begin after July 1.  Both hydrant and/or 

water from the river may be used in the tanks. The tops of the tanks are covered so that 

no one can fall in them; they are not traffic rated so that way no one can drive over them.               

 

Motion by Brent Foster, second by Alan Counts Council accepts the Fire Programs Grant in the 

amount of $42,502.00. The motion was approved with following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye   Jim Bonham   Aye 

Bill Clear   Aye   Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane   Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 

 

 Submission of Consumer Confidence/Drinking Water Quality Report – Mr. Clark 

reported there was a violation on the report on page 35.  Monitoring of the TTHM and 

HAA5 was completed. Samples were taken on December 17, but the permit may have 

called for them to be taken in October.  The staff felt the violation from October to 

December we did not monitor for those two standards.  The tests are now being done 

quarterly.   

 



 Notice of Award from Mt. Rogers PDC on Interconnection Grant/Loan at Mill Creek 

Plant– Mr. Clark reported that the grant is for $56,517 and requires a 50% match.  WCSA 

applied for this grant.  The Town is going to match with equipment and in-kind services.  

This project will help control the system, with valves, appurtenances and we would be 

more protected.  

 

Motion by Brent Foster, second by Bill Clear Council authorizes participation in this project with 

the Washington County Service Authority.  The motion was approved with following recorded 

vote:                                                                                                                    

Donna Blevins   Aye   Jim Bonham   Aye 

Bill Clear   Aye   Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane   Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 

   

 Notice of Town/County Quarterly Meeting.  Mrs. Henderson reported the Town of 

Marion is hosting the meeting.   A head count is needed by Monday. Staff will call 

Council on Monday for their attendance.    

 

 

Committee Reports: 
Mr. Clark reports on the committee reports: 

 

 Public Works Committee to discuss Chilhowie Apple Festival Building Request and 

Brush – To Be Continued. 

 

Motion by Donna Blevins, second by Alan Counts Council continues the matter of the Apple 

Festival storage building and brush to the July meeting. The motion was approved with the 

following recorded vote: 

Donna Blevins   Aye         Jim Bonham   Aye 

Bill Clear   Aye   Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane   Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 

 

 

 

Department Reports: 

Mr. Clark reported the Lomans Shelter is under construction.  The concrete pad was poured, the 

electrical work has been installed and it should be ready by the end of next week.  Picnic tables 

need to be ordered from the Vocational School.  Mayor Heninger suggested that a table from 

each shelter be used at this shelter until new tables can be ordered. 

 

Fire Chief David Haynes stated that Abingdon Fire Department used the Burn Building.  They 

brought twenty-seven people to the training.  

 

Police Chief Steve Price stated he spoke with Mr. Cassell about this prior to the meeting 

concerning E-Citation Maintenance Funding.  Last year the General Assembly passed legislation 

to add $5.00 E Summons System for maintenance of the System to each ticket written.  The 

Town will need to pass an ordinance in July that would allow for this to happen.  The Court will 



collect the funds and transfer them to the Town.  This will help to cover the costs associated with 

maintenance of the System.  The maintenance fee at the time is $2,165.00.  This will help greatly 

if this was passed.   

 

Any Other Council Business: 

Mayor Heninger announced that the Town of Chilhowie will host a car show that is being 

sponsored by Advance Auto Parts.  This will take place on August 8 behind the Advance Auto 

store.  Registration will be from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Awards will be given at 3:00 p.m.  

Preregistration cost is $15 and the day of the show is $20.  Any questions you may call Advance 

Auto Parts of Chilhowie at (276) 646-1756.  All the proceeds will go toward the Veterans 

Memorial. 

         

Motion by Donna Blevins, second by Brent Foster Council approves the Town hosting the car 

show. The motion was approved with the following recorded vote: 

Donna Blevins   Aye         Jim Bonham   Aye 

Bill Clear   Aye   Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane   Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 

 

Marlene Henderson stated that the Virginia Municipal League is assisting the Governor’s 

Mansion with the holiday tree this year.  Each locality is requested to participate by submitting 

one handcrafted ornament that uniquely represents their community.  These are needed this no 

later than November 1. 

 

Cathy Smith thanked Council for allowing the 8
th

 grader class at Chilhowie Middle School to use 

the Town Park for their annual picnic.  Also big thank you to Mayor Heninger for the use of his 

grill.   

 

Motion by Brent Foster, second by Donna Blevins Council this meeting is continued to Monday 

June 22, 2015 at 6:15 p.m. The motion was approved with the following recorded vote: 

Donna Blevins   Aye         Jim Bonham   Aye 

Bill Clear   Aye   Alan Counts   Aye 

Charlie Doane   Aye    Brent Foster   Aye 

 

     

______________________________Mayor  ______________________________Clerk 

 Gary L. Heninger          Marlene L. Henderson, MMC 


