
Virginia: At the regular meeting of the Council of the Town of Chilhowie held at the 

Municipal Building, Thursday, June 12, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Present: Honorable Gary L. Heninger, Mayor Presiding; Councilors James B. 

Bonham, III, Brent Foster, Kelly Spencer-Hill, Lewis Shortt and Cathy M. 

Smith. 

 

Absent: Councilor Bill Clear. 

 

Also Present: Mr. William C. Boswell, Jr., Town Manager; Mrs. Marlene L. Henderson, 

MMC, Clerk-Treasurer; Mr. Paul Cassell, Town Attorney; Messrs. Stephen 

Price, Chief of Police; C. David Haynes, Fire Chief; Jay Keen and Public 

Works Director.   

 

Mayor Heninger called the meeting to order.  Mr. Boswell gave the Invocation.  The Pledge of 

Allegiance was recited.  Rachel Hurley, Sarah Hurley and Dana Hurley sang the National 

Anthem.   

 

 

Approval of Minutes: 

Motion by Cathy Smith, second by Brent Foster Council adopts the regular May 8, 2014 and the 

continued meeting May 20, 2014 meeting minutes.  The motion was approved with following 

recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Jim Bonham   Aye   Bill Clear   Absent 

Brent Foster   Aye   Kelly Spencer-Hill  Aye 

Lewis Shortt   Aye   Cathy Smith   Aye 

 

 

Citizen’s Time: 

Coach Mark Halsey appeared before Council to thank the Town Council for the dinner and the 

opportunity to recognize the participants and athletes from Chilhowie High School.  He stated 

that they are proud of them and the way they represented the school and the community.  Coach 

Halsey introduced Abby Lyles, who was State Champion in Forensics which is an academic 

program.  Coach Halsey stated that Grayson Jackson is the State Champion in heavy weight 

wrestling.  He stated that as a team the wrestling team finished second in the state and they are 

really proud of them to.  Coach Halsey stated that Abram Clear was second runner up in State 

this year in Forensics.   

 

Coach Halsey stated that another group is the State Champions that went to Richmond and won 

the Girls Basketball State Championship who includes Danielle Catron, Ckareekeea Branch, 

Kinsey Sabo, Grayson Tilson, Lauren Kestner, Amber Billings, Lea Richards, Rachel Hurley and 

Emily Smarr.  Coach Halsey presented the Council with a plaque of the State Championship 

team to remain at the Town Hall.  

 

Coach Ron Cahill appeared before Council to introduce the Track Team.  He stated that they are 

the last of the athletics to finish, they actually finished the day after school was out.  Coach 



Cahill stated that 1,600 meter relay team consisted of Ckareekeea Branch, Taylor Billings, Lea 

Richards and Hannah Richards.  He stated that the 300 meter hurdler individual champion is 

Jenny Richards.   

 

Mayor Heninger stated that the Town appreciates all that they have done and on behalf of the 

Town of Chilhowie he presented them with a trophy for all State Champions of this year.   

 

Coach Mark Halsey stated that on behalf of the girls’ basketball team they have sent a letter to 

Mr. Boswell for him to present to the Council.  He stated that after the athletic departments have 

had the success they have had this year and they are proud of their accomplishments; the burden 

of purchasing rings is sometimes more than the school can handle.  Coach Halsey requested 

anyone or any business help support that financial obligation to provide the girls with a ring this 

year.  He stated that any support would be very much appreciated.  Mr. Foster inquired as to how 

much a ring is.  Coach Halsey stated that one ring is around $250 to $275 and the total is $4,800.  

Mr. Mike Sturgill, Chilhowie High School Principal stated that the school is giving about $100 

per ring and those are keepsakes forever.   

 

Mr. Foster inquired as to how much the school needs to purchase the rings.  Mr. Sturgill stated 

that they have taken up donations but they still need around $3,000.  He stated that over the years 

the Town and Town Council has been very supportive of the High School and he thanks the 

Town for their wonderful support of the High School and all of the other schools in Town.  Mr. 

Shortt inquired if there is any money left in the budget to support a donation.  Mrs. Spencer-Hill 

inquired if there is a line item in the Wellness and Parks budget.  Mayor Heninger stated that he 

would make a personal donation.  

 

Motion by Lewis Shortt, second by Brent Foster Council donates $1,000 to Chilhowie High 

School for the Championship rings.  The motion was approved with following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Jim Bonham   Aye   Bill Clear   Absent 

Brent Foster   Aye   Kelly Spencer-Hill  Aye 

Lewis Shortt   Aye   Cathy Smith   Aye 

   

Mike Carter and Michelle Hartzog with Home Nursing Company appeared before Council as 

representation of Smyth County Adult Multi-Disciplinary Team who is the group who each year 

organizes the Older American’s Celebration which the Town sponsored and assisted in May of 

this year.  Mr. Carter thanked the Town, Town Council, Town Employees and vendors that 

participated that day.  He stated that over 500 seniors were able to come to the park and enjoy a 

day out in celebration of them.  Mr. Carter stated that they wanted to come and issue a Thank 

You Proclamation to the Town Council and Town employees that helped.  Mr. Carter stated that 

there were 650 meals served that day and 35 vendors participated.  He stated that it was the 

Town that allowed that event to be successful this year.   

 

Mr. Dwight Barker appeared before Council to report on the Centennial Committee.  He reported 

that John Paul Jones who is an art teacher in Bland County and from Chilhowie is setting up in 

the Old High School to paint the Town mural.  Mr. Barker stated that July 27
th

 at 3 p.m. the 

Chilhowie Community Centennial Choir will be performing at the High School.  He stated that 

the Choir will be made up of individuals from area Churches.  Mr. Barker stated that they will be 



singing patriotic songs and religious songs that were written prior to 1913.  He stated that if 

anyone attends the area churches and is interested to please come out and join them.   

 

Mayor Heninger stated that at this time there will be a Public Hearing on the proposed 2014-

2015 Budget. 

 

Mayor Heninger opened the Public Hearing at 7:25 p.m. 

 

Dwayne Heath Is this on water and sewer and meals tax?  It is my understanding that the 

rates for water and sewer would go up 5% each year for five years and I 

would like to know when the five years starts and when it ends. It seems to 

me now that it has been going on now for more than five years.  Also, you 

all have added a $2 charge to go to future improvements on the water and 

sewer; is that being put into escrow or an account and how much is in the 

savings account.   

 

 On the meals tax, you are talking about raising it 2%.  Are the other 

businesses paying the same amount of taxes as the restaurants are?  If you 

are going to raise the tax on the restaurants 2% shouldn’t you raise the 

taxes on all of the other businesses in Chilhowie by 2%?  Thank you. 

 

Shirley Little I got a question, naturally.  I was in the Post Office the other morning and 

I said something about my water bill being high and was paying a water 

bill in Bristol that I pay all the time at my mother’s house and one of your 

wives was behind me and I did not know it and I did not care.  When I say 

something I know what I am talking about it is does not bother me one bit 

because I stand on it; and she said we had to get a grant when the water 

was off two or three days.  Did we have to get a grant to fix the water 

when it was off two or three days?  Did we get a grant?  I thought a grant 

had to go through processes.  That is my question, now do I get an 

answer? 

 

Mayor Heninger We are here to listen and we are not answering right now. 

 

Shirley Little Well, if you know if a grant can go through that quick because the water 

was off a couple of months ago, I cannot remember when it was.  But if a 

grant goes through that quick then man we better get some more grants.   

 

Mayor Heninger Is there anyone else? 

 

Mayor Heninger closed the Public Hearing at 7:27 p.m. 

 

Dick Ryan appeared before Council with good news.  He thanked the Council and Town for their 

continued support of the Library.  The Library is doing excellent and they are up to 26,000 items 

circulating this year in the Library which is quite an amazing job.  Mr. Ryan stated that the 

Librarian Linda Dean does a tremendous job and requested Mr. Ryan to report that during the 



month of May they were getting ready for the summer reading program and they have distributed 

flyers to the schools, head start and businesses and sign ups began June 2
nd

.  He stated that they 

anticipate a large number of participates this summer and they also have five family events on 

Thursday afternoons in the gym area.  They have been busy preparing crafts, games and 

activities for the reading programs also orders have been finalized for books and AV materials.  

Snakes Alive will be there next Thursday at 1:00 p.m., everyone is invited.  Mr. Ryan stated that 

they are also having their membership drive for the Friends of the Chilhowie Library. He does 

not recall seeing any Town Council members on their list yet.   

 

David Gary appeared before Council and stated that during the recent Candidate’s Forum one of 

the questions revolved around the issue stated that there is a community perception that the 

Town Council does not respond or resolve community issues in a timely manner.  He stated that 

he saw to deflect that issue by stating that perception is not always reality; at least giving the 

benefit of a doubt that the perception was somehow not fair.   Mr. Gary stated that he has now 

seen firsthand that perception may be more on the true side than he originally thought.   

 

Mr. Gary said that during the April 10
th

 Council meeting he spoke on the issues of the rules of 

the Old High School and how the Chilhowie Ministerial Association has been denied use of the 

building.  He stated that he requested the Town’s Council as a representative of the Chilhowie 

Ministerial Association change the rules to remove any and all references to Church and 

religious use of the facility.  He stated that the request was met with hardly a change in 

expression from the Council members and the stone cold sound of silence.  Mr. Gary stated that 

as the Town Council they have a number of options available for their use when a request comes 

to them by a citizen of the Town.  He stated that the Council can acknowledge the request in 

some manner and consider what action needs to be taken.  Mr. Gary stated that the Council can 

actually meet, discuss and make any changes appropriate.  He stated that the Council can also 

meet, discuss and decide that no changes are necessary.   

 

Mr. Gary stated that Council can simply ignore the requests of the citizens of this Town who 

elected the Council members to serve them.  He stated that the request to change the rules of the 

usage of the Old High School is not on the agenda.  Mr. Gary stated that once again the sound of 

silence is loud and clear.  It appears that Council has chosen the least inappropriate option; they 

are simply ignoring the request.  He stated that the request has never been acknowledged, there 

has never been a response to the Ministerial Association or even a mention of the request made.  

Mr. Gary stated that his question is how long a group of citizens needs to wait before a request of 

the Town Council is addressed.  He inquired as to how long a person has to sit around and wait 

for the Town Council to decide to respond.  Mr. Gary requested the Town Council to revise the 

rules of the Old High School to eliminate any references to Churches or religious activities.        

Mr. Gary stated that during the next Council meeting he will be present to address the same 

issue. 

 

Mr. Bonham stated that it is a one line rule that was placed in the agreement from the result of 

the grant funding received years ago.  He stated that after doing research and going through four 

drawers of file cabinets he cannot find the documentation.  Mr. Bonham suggested as the Town 

Council to remove that one rule because it is not appearing in the grant information.  He stated 

however he was contacted when the grant was written and was instructed that there are two uses 



that the building could not be used for, one being political rallies for a single political group or it 

cannot be used for religious activities where the Church uses it on a continual basis.  Mr. 

Bonham stated that there was not any kind of restrictions if the Church requested to rent the 

facility or use it for any other activity except on a continual use where the building is used as a 

Church instead of a community center.  He stated that he would like to straighten all of this up 

right now and put it to bed and go ahead and have the rule removed.   

 

Mr. Foster stated that it being a Ministerial Association it broadens it to be more community than 

one particular Church.  Mr. Bonham stated that it is a community center and it should be used by 

the community.  Mayor Heninger inquired if the grant money would have to be paid back if this 

goes against the original agreement.  Mr. Bonham stated that it is not well enough documented.  

It was a major part of the grant it would be spelled out clearly in the grant and it is not.  Mr. 

Cassell inquired if it was a grant document that the Town signed.  Mr. Bonham stated that it was 

not signed by the Town it was signed by the Old High School 501 © (3).  Mr. Gary stated that in 

his opinion that the Town either now or in the future, accepts a grant that would cause the Town 

to discriminate on the basis of religion the Town should turn the grant down.  He stated that if 

this has occurred in the past then the Town should pay the grant back if need be.  Mr. Gary stated 

that if money is more important than doing what is right then there are more problems than any 

one of them would like to admit.             

 

Motion by Jim Bonham, second by Brent Foster Council adopts the change of the Old High 

School rules to remove any reference to Church or religions.  The motion was approved with 

following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Jim Bonham   Aye   Bill Clear   Absent 

Brent Foster   Aye   Kelly Spencer-Hill  Aye 

Lewis Shortt   Aye   Cathy Smith   Aye 

 

Gary Montgomery appeared before Council and stated that the First Baptist Church men’s group 

would like to request Council to create some space at the flag pole because they are trying to get 

together and start story telling around the flag pole.  He stated that they need a little space there 

to put a chair and maybe a speaker and a place for a person to stand. 

 

Mr. Montgomery inquired about the 99 year deed.  He stated that if he had a piece of land there 

would not be any one coming around and having yard sales or anything like that on his land.  Mr. 

Montgomery stated that the first thing he would do concerning the deed would be to do away 

with the rummage sale that is occurring on Saturdays because it does not look good, it is not safe 

and it is unsanitary.  There is a Church right beside it that is being remodeled and the yard sales 

do not look good.  Mr. Montgomery inquired as to what can be done about it, he suggested 

rerouting it to the park where it is a secure area and latrines are available.   

 

Mr. Montgomery inquired as to who should be addressed concerning the Farmer’s Market, he 

suggested the Farmers.  He suggested inquiring as to what can be done with that space.  Mr. 

Montgomery stated that he would get a business to occupy the space comparable with Farmers.  

He stated that it would be a business for all year round but still provide space for the Farmer’s 

Market.  Mr. Montgomery suggested Council to take this into consideration.   

 



Mr. Montgomery addressed Councilwoman Smith and stated that he thanks God for her and he 

has been praying for her and thinking that God has given her the greatest gift and that is to teach 

his children and Mrs. Smith will have a lot of time to do that now.  He thanked Mrs. Smith for 

her service.   

 

Public Works: 

Town Manager Bill Boswell reported on the following items: 

 Water and Sewer Capital Project:   The project is complete therefore there is no report.   

 Burn Building:  The burn building is also complete.  Mrs. Spencer-Hill inquired if the 

burn building was complete to where it will be utilized.  Mr. Boswell stated that there are 

people scheduled to use it later this month. Chief Haynes stated that there is a need for 

more gravel to be spread.  Mayor Heninger inquired if they have had any response 

concerning paving.  Chief Haynes stated that he has not received a response at this time.  

Mrs. Spencer-Hill inquired if it is considered a closed project.  Chief Haynes stated that 

as far as the grant money is concerned it is closed.  

 

Mr. Bonham stated that all public works projects should be on the agenda to be addressed.  He 

inquired if the water accountability should be reviewed more often.  Mrs. Smith agreed and 

requested to be updated on the water accountability.   

 

 Farmer’s Market and Loman’s Store: Mr. Boswell stated that these two matters should 

be combined for the Downtown Revitalization because both will be included in the 

project.  

 

Motion by Jim Bonham, second by Brent Foster Council combines Farmer’s Market and 

Loman’s store and renames it to Downtown Revitalization.  The motion was approved with 

following recorded vote:                                                                                                                    

Jim Bonham   Aye   Bill Clear   Absent 

Brent Foster   Aye   Kelly Spencer-Hill  Aye 

Lewis Shortt   Aye   Cathy Smith   Aye 

 

Mr. Boswell reported that the Town received a $35,000 grant from the Department of 

Housing and Community Development.  He stated that there have been two meetings, 

one being with a DHCD representative. One of the most important things in a successful 

planning grant and developing a plan is community involvement.  Mr. Boswell stated that 

it has been pointed out to him that Council cannot run this show and the Town Manager 

cannot either, it has to be run by citizens.  He stated that a meeting is scheduled for June 

23
rd

 in the Community Room at 6:30 p.m. for the initial planning meeting of the 

community.  Mr. Boswell stated that several of the majors businesses in Town are signed 

up including the schools and nursing home.  He stated that every citizen is encouraged to 

attend.  The planning phase should be completed by September or October and then will 

be able to apply for funding to carry out the plans.   

 

 Bonham House Railing: The price for the Bonham House railing has not been obtained 

from the contractor.   

 



Motion by Cathy Smith, second by Brent Foster Council continues this matter.  The motion was 

approved with following recorded vote: 

Jim Bonham   Aye   Bill Clear   Absent 

Brent Foster   Aye   Kelly Spencer-Hill  Aye 

Lewis Shortt   Aye   Cathy Smith   Aye 

 

 Smyth County Tourism Association Liability Agreement: Mr. Boswell reported that 

three months ago the Liability Agreement was delivered to the Director of the Tourism 

Association which would absolve the Town of some of the liability that can occur at the 

Bonham House.  He stated that it was given to Mayor Helms who is currently out of 

Town.  Mayor Helms has to sign the agreement and then Mayor Heninger must sign the 

agreement.  Mr. Cassell advised Council that if the agreement is not signed soon then he 

recommends the Town send certified letters advising of the fact the Bonham House 

employees are not covered under the Town’s liability policy.   

 

 Motion by Cathy Smith, second by Brent Foster Council continues the matter of the Tourism 

Association Agreement.  The motion was approved with following recorded vote: 

Jim Bonham   Aye   Bill Clear   Absent 

Brent Foster   Aye   Kelly Spencer-Hill  Aye 

Lewis Shortt   Aye   Cathy Smith   Aye 

 

Finance and Personnel: 

Town Manager Bill Boswell reported on the following items: 

 Presentation of the 2011-2012 Audit by Jim Fern with Hickok, Fern, Brown and 

Garcia:  Mr. Fern appeared before Council to present the audit report for the year ending 

June 30, 2012.  He stated that the independent auditors report explains their 

responsibilities as auditors and the Town’s responsibility for the presentation of the 

financial statements.  Mr. Fern stated that their qualified clean opinion is that the 

financial report presents everything in accordance with generally acceptable accounting 

principles.  Mr. Fern stated that they are also required to issue another report in regard to 

internal control being in compliance.  The Town’s internal control system is in 

compliance with laws and regulations and in accordance with government auditing 

standards.  He stated that they must test compliance with those laws and review the 

internal control system and they found them to be adequate.   

 

Mr. Fern reported on the management’s discussion, this is the Town’s representation of 

how the year that ended 2012 was.  He stated that he would encourage all members to 

read pages 4 through page 11, it is a summary of the year’s activities.  Mr. Fern stated 

that 2012 was a very tight year for the Town of Chilhowie.  The water and sewer net 

assets were increased by $260,000 and the general fund reported a surplus for the year of 

$4,035.  Mr. Fern stated that they can see for the year 2012 the money was brought in and 

then paid out and the year was started at one level and finished at the same level.  He 

referred to page six that show the government activities such as general fund and the 

business type activities such as the water and sewer fund, 2012 numbers were compared 

to 2011 numbers.  Mr. Fern stated that the total assets for 2012 for general activities were 

$3,700,000 and the liabilities were $726,000 and the net assets were right at $3,000,000.  



He stated that concerning water and sewer the net assets were about $16,000,000 and 

$11,000,000 is owed in debt, therefore there was about $4,800,000 net assets on the water 

and sewer fund.   

 

Mr. Fern stated that comparing the sources of revenue and expenditures it can be seen 

that things were very close and tight.  He stated that the Town ran a very tight ship in 

2012 and kept the Town going.  Mr. Foster inquired about how the Town compares to 

other Towns Mr. Fern is auditing.  Mr. Fern stated that the Town of Chilhowie compared 

to other Towns is about the same. He stated that there are a lot of localities struggling to 

get by with the increases in cost and holding the tax rate, it is tough.  Mr. Fern stated that 

most localities are starting to feel the cut backs from State and Federal Government.   

 

Motion by Jim Bonham, second by Brent Foster Council accepts the 2011–2012 Audit as 

presented.  The motion was approved with following recorded vote: 

Jim Bonham   Aye   Bill Clear   Absent 

Brent Foster   Aye   Kelly Spencer-Hill  Aye 

Lewis Shortt   Aye   Cathy Smith   Aye 

 

 Back Pack Program:  Mr. Boswell stated that the Back Pack Program is over for the 

year at the middle school.  Mrs. Smith stated that the kids will start back August 20
th

.  

Chief Price stated that he had spoken to Dawn Kegley and she informed him that the 

Church is providing 150 back packs every other week.  Shannon Gentry is also purposing 

letters to the other Churches in the area for participation.   

 

Motion by Cathy Smith, second by Brent Foster Council continues this matter.  The motion was 

approved with following recorded vote: 

Jim Bonham   Aye   Bill Clear   Absent 

Brent Foster   Aye   Kelly Spencer-Hill  Aye 

Lewis Shortt   Aye   Cathy Smith   Aye 

 

 VRS Employer Retirement Contribution Rate Resolution:  Mr. Boswell reported that 

the Town has a VRS Employer Retirement Contribution Rate that the Town is required to 

contribute to the VRS.  Mrs. Henderson stated that the Council must choose either the 

certified rate or the alternative rate.  She stated that the alternative rate is lower if the 

Town has a bigger liability, but the Town has been able to pay the rate that has been 

accessed every year and if the Town continues to stay at the rate of 14.25% it will remain 

at the current rate.  Mr. Cassell stated that if the alternative rate is chosen it will increase 

the unfunded liability.  Mrs. Henderson confirmed.    

 

Resolution 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Chilhowie, Employer Code: 5-5229, does hereby 

acknowledge that its contribution rates effective July 1, 2014 shall be based on the higher of a) 

the contribution rate in effect for FY 2014, or b) eighty percent of the results of the June 30, 

2013 actuarial valuation of assets and liabilities as approved by the Virginia Retirement System 

Board of Trustees for the 2014-16 biennium (the “Alternate Rate”) provided that, at its option, 



the contribution rate may be based on the employer contribution rates certified by the Virginia 

Retirement System Board of Trustees pursuant to Virginia Code § 51.1-145(I) resulting from the 

June 30, 2013 actuarial value of assets and liabilities (the “Certified Rate”); and 

 

 BE IT ALSO RESOLVED, that the Town of Chilhowie does hereby certify to the 

Virginia Retirement System Board of Trustees that it elects to pay the following contribution rate 

effective July 1, 2014 

 

 X The Certified Rate of 14.25%  □ The Alternate Rate of 13.21%; and  

 

 BE IT ALSO RESOLVED, that the Town of Chilhowie does hereby certify to the 

Virginia Retirement System Board of Trustees that it has reviewed and understands the 

information provided by the Virginia Retirement outlining the potential future fiscal implications 

of any election made under the provisions of this resolution; and 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, the officers of Town of Chilhowie are hereby authorized and 

directed in the name of the Town of Chilhowie to carry out the provisions of this resolution, and 

said officers of the Town of Chilhowie are authorized and directed to pay over to the Treasurer 

of Virginia from time to time such sums as are due to be paid by the Town of Chilhowie for this 

purpose. 

 

        ______________________________ 

             Governing Body 

 

CERTIFICATE 

 

 I, Marlene Henderson, Clerk of the Town of Chilhowie Town Council, certify that the 

foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution passed at a lawfully organized meeting of the 

Town of Chilhowie Town Council held at the Town of Chilhowie, Virginia at 7 o’clock on June 

12, 2014.  Given under my hand and the seal of the Town of Chilhowie this 12
th

 day of June, 

2014. 

 

 

        ______________________________ 

          Clerk 

 

Motion by Cathy Smith, second by Brent Foster Council accepts the Resolution at the Certified 

Rate.  The motion was approved with following recorded vote: 

Jim Bonham   Aye   Bill Clear   Absent 

Brent Foster   Aye   Kelly Spencer-Hill  Aye 

Lewis Shortt   Aye   Cathy Smith   Aye 

 

Wellness and Parks: 
Town Manager Bill Boswell reported on the following item: 

Master Plan Template:  Mr. Boswell and the Town Attorney have not had an opportunity to 

work on the Master Plan Template recently.  



Motion by Cathy Smith, second by Brent Foster Council continues this matter.  The motion was 

approved with following recorded vote: 

Jim Bonham   Aye   Bill Clear   Absent 

Brent Foster   Aye   Kelly Spencer-Hill  Aye 

Lewis Shortt   Aye   Cathy Smith   Aye 

 

Old High School: 

Mr. Bonham referred the Old High School report back to the Centennial mural being painted and 

the Library report.  He stated that there are no actionable items at this time.  Mr. Foster inquired 

if the Old High School Committee’s books have been audited at any time.  Mr. Bonham stated 

that last year they did not but the year before they had an audit.  Mr. Foster inquired if the audit 

findings were turned in to the Town.  Mr. Bonham stated that the audit is available but he does 

not know if the report was given to the Town.  Mr. Foster inquired if that would be anything the 

Town would need since it is a Town building.  Mr. Bonham stated that it is a 501C(3) records 

that were audited and the grants are finished and all of the final reports have been completed and 

submitted.   

 

Mr. Bonham stated that the Committee has looked into upgrading the stage via lighting and 

curtain equipment and they have also talked about developing the classroom in the back and 

installing some furniture.  Mr. Foster inquired if the Committee had any other grant 

opportunities.  Mr. Bonham stated that they have not sought any grant funding recently.  He 

stated that the use of the school by the Community College could be pursued some more.  The 

Wellness Center also inquired about bringing some wellness classes to the Old High School in 

the back classroom.  He stated that the school was just one location that they were looking at.  

Mr. Boswell inquired if Mr. Bonham was aware that there are a different set of lights on each 

morning.  Mr. Bonham confirmed and stated that it has been rather difficult to locate.   

 

Motion by Brent Foster, second by Cathy Smith Council continues this matter.  The motion was 

approved with following recorded vote: 

Jim Bonham   Aye   Bill Clear   Absent 

Brent Foster   Aye   Kelly Spencer-Hill  Aye 

Lewis Shortt   Aye   Cathy Smith   Aye 

 

Fire and Police: 

Mr. Boswell reported on the following item: 

Consideration of the proposed changes to Town Code relating to the Fire Department:  Mr. 

Boswell requested to continue this matter until the next regular Council meeting, Mr. Cassell, 

Chief Haynes and himself have not had the opportunity to address this matter.  Mr. Cassell stated 

that he has been sick for 2.5 weeks during the previous month.  He stated that it is not Mr. 

Boswell’s fault he was just not well enough to meet with him.   

 

Motion by Brent Foster, second by Kelly Spencer-Hill Council continues this matter.  The 

motion was approved with following recorded vote: 

Jim Bonham   Aye   Bill Clear   Absent 

Brent Foster   Aye   Kelly Spencer-Hill  Aye 

Lewis Shortt   Aye   Cathy Smith   Aye 



Any Other Council Business: 

Town Manager Bill Boswell reported on the following item: 

 Proposed Resolution to recognize June 2014 as Business Appreciation Month:  Mr. 

Boswell present the following: 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
       

   

 

BUSINESS APPRECIATION MONTH 2014 
 

 

WHEREAS, Governor Terence R. McAuliff has recognized June 2014 as 

BUSINESS APPRECIATION MONTH in the COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA, and 

called this observance to the attention of all citizens; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the Town of Chilhowie businesses play a vital role in strengthening our 

Town by providing jobs, enhancing the tax base, and increasing income to the community; and 

 

WHEREAS, the citizens of the Town of Chilhowie benefit from the positive business 

climate, economic growth, and job opportunities that are the contributions of local businesses; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Town of Chilhowie joins the Commonwealth in recognizing the 

accomplishments of our businesses, including our many small businesses that contribute greatly 

to the economic diversity of the Town; and 

 

WHEREAS, Business Appreciation Month increases public awareness of the valuable 

contributions that businesses make in our community. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, We, Council of the Town of Chilhowie, do hereby recognize 

June 2014 as BUSINESS APPRECIATION MONTH in the Town of Chilhowie and call this 

observance to the attention of all our citizens. 

 

 



Adopted this 12
th

 day of June, 2014. 

 

 

________________________________ 

Gary Heninger, Mayor 

 

Motion by Brent Foster, second by Cathy Smith Council adopts the Business Appreciation 

Resolution.  The motion was approved with following recorded vote: 

Jim Bonham   Aye   Bill Clear   Absent 

Brent Foster   Aye   Kelly Spencer-Hill  Aye 

Lewis Shortt   Aye   Cathy Smith   Aye 

 

 Appointment to Mount Rogers Planning District Commission: Mr. Boswell reported 

that Mrs. Smith appointment to Mount Rogers Planning District is not up until the end of 

the month and suggested continuing the matter. 

 

Motion by Jim Bonham, second by Brent Foster Council continues this matter.  The motion was 

approved with following recorded vote: 

Jim Bonham   Aye   Bill Clear   Absent 

Brent Foster   Aye   Kelly Spencer-Hill  Aye 

Lewis Shortt   Aye   Cathy Smith   Aye 

 

Mr. Foster stated that during the previous Council meeting the matter of looking into a fence for 

between the Little League ballfields and Randy Hearl’s property was mentioned.  Mr. Boswell 

reported that the Little League season will be over in one week.  He stated that Mr. Hearl has a 

responsibility to put a 54” fence around the swimming pool. Mr. Boswell stated that there was 

not a zoning permit requested for the pool.  Mr. Foster suggested sending Mr. Hearl a letter.  Mr. 

Cassell confirmed and stated that if the law was in place before the installation of the pool then 

Mr. Hearl has the obligation of installing a fence.   

 

Mr. Foster stated that he agrees with Mr. Montgomery concerning the yard sales and the danger 

of the sales.  He stated that he has seen people parked on the line and someone will get hurt.  

Mayor Heninger stated that a person goes to another Town they do not see this type of yard 

sales.  Mr. Boswell suggested fencing the area off similar to what is done the morning of the 

Farmer’s Market.  Mayor Heninger stated that it is a good idea to set up in the park, it is out of 

the way but it has got out of hand.  Mr. Cassell inquired if the Town has a permit process.  Chief 

Price confirmed.  Mr. Cassell suggested enforcing the permit process.  Chief Price suggested 

using the white fence and fence off the lot and place signs stating no yard sales on Town 

property.   

 

Mrs. Smith suggested allowing yard sales by permit only.  Mayor Heninger stated that it would 

only get out of hand again.  Mrs. Smith agreed.  Mrs. Spencer-Hill stated that the Town has a 

permit requirement in-place already and the Town needs to enforce it.  Mr. Foster agreed.  It was 

stated that only those who live in Town may yard sale by permit.  Mayor Heninger stated that the 

majority of the yard sale people are not from Town.  Charlie Doane stated that technically it is 

not a yard sale it is more of a flea market.  Mr. Foster stated that it is a business.  Mr. Doane 



stated that they should have to have a business permit.  Mayor Heninger suggested putting a stop 

to it completely.   

 

Motion by Brent Foster, second by Cathy Smith Council directs the installation of a fence and 

place signage stating no yard sales on Town property. The motion was approved with following 

recorded vote: 

Jim Bonham   Aye   Bill Clear   Absent 

Brent Foster   Aye   Kelly Spencer-Hill  Aye 

Lewis Shortt   Aye   Cathy Smith   Aye 

 

Motion by Brent Foster, second by Cathy Smith Council requests to conduct a joint public 

hearing with the Planning Commission to consider amending paragraph 4.20-6 of Appendix A 

Zoning of the Code of the Town of Virginia to delete the limits on heights of signs.  After the 

joint hearing the Planning Commission will take action to provide their report to Council.  The 

motion was approved with following recorded vote: 

Jim Bonham   Aye   Bill Clear   Absent 

Brent Foster   Aye   Kelly Spencer-Hill  Aye 

Lewis Shortt   Aye   Cathy Smith   Aye 

 

Mr. Boswell inquired as to when to have the joint meeting.  Mr. Foster stated to have it during 

the next Council meeting July 10
th

.   

 

Mrs. Spencer-Hill stated that she would like to point out that in the Council packet there is a 

Certificate of Outstanding Service to the Community for The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of 

Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of the Commonwealth of Virginia Community Builders 

Award was presented to Marlene Lowe Henderson.  Mrs. Spencer-Hill stated that this certificate 

was in recognition of outstanding service to the community, and this award is given and heartfelt 

gratitude is expressed for significant efforts toward making the community a better place in 

which to live.  The audience applauded Mrs. Henderson for her achievement. 

 

Mr. Doane stated that they were discussing eyesores within the Town, two or three meetings ago 

and Mr. Foster brought up the old Rainbow pool.  Mayor Heninger stated that the Town is 

working on that.  Mr. Doane inquired if it is in process.  Mr. Foster confirmed.   

 

Mrs. Smith stated that concerning the Chamber of Commerce representative she would be glad 

to continue but she does not know if it has to be a Council member, but she would be happy to 

continue to represent the Town of Chilhowie.  Mayor Heninger inquired as to how that would 

work.  Mr. Boswell stated that he did not know.  Mr. Foster stated that they would look into that 

matter. 

 

Motion by Brent Foster, second by Jim Bonham Council continues this matter.  The motion was 

approved with following recorded vote: 

Jim Bonham   Aye   Bill Clear   Absent 

Brent Foster   Aye   Kelly Spencer-Hill  Aye 

Lewis Shortt   Aye   Cathy Smith   Aye 

 



Mr. Foster inquired as to how the Business License collection rate is.  Mrs. Henderson stated that 

there are still a few that is outstanding and the Attorney will send a letter to those outstanding. 

Mr. Bonham stated that there needs to be more discussion concerning the budget.   

 

Motion by Jim Bonham, second by Brent Foster Council continues this meeting until June 17, 

2014 at 6:30 p.m. The motion was approved with following recorded vote: 

Jim Bonham   Aye   Bill Clear   Absent 

Brent Foster   Aye   Kelly Spencer-Hill  Aye 

Lewis Shortt   Aye   Cathy Smith   Aye 

 

 

 

       ______________________________Mayor 

        Gary L. Heninger 

 

       _______________________________Clerk 

        Marlene L. Henderson  

 

Shirley Little stood before Council displaying a Purple Heart and demanded that the Council 

members look at it.  She stated that D-Day came this year and there was not a flag up 

acknowledging the soldiers.  Mrs. Little stated that everyone stood free today because of those 

soldiers that fought for our freedom and they were not acknowledged on D Day.  She stated that 

the Town and Town Council should be ashamed that the Veterans were not acknowledged on D 

Day. Mrs. Little stated that she appreciated what the Council did for the young people during this 

meeting, they needed to be recognized.  She stated that the Veterans need to be recognized too.    

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

   


