
Virginia: At the Special Called meeting of the Town of Chilhowie held at the 

Municipal Building, Tuesday, July 11, 2013 at 6:15 p.m. 

 

Present: Honorable Gary L. Heninger, Mayor Presiding; Councilors James B. 

Bonham, III, Bill Clear, Brent Foster, Lewis W. Shortt, Jr. and Cathy M. 

Smith. 

 

Absent: Councilwoman Kelly Spencer-Hill.  

 

Also Present: Mr. William C. Boswell, Jr., Town Manager; Mrs. Marlene L. Henderson, 

MMC, Clerk-Treasurer; Stephen W. Price, Police Chief.   

 

Mayor Heninger called the meeting to order. 

 

The matter of the meeting with the Chilhowie Apple Festival Committee to discuss area 

churches being involved to sell food items during the Chilhowie Apple Festival was brought 

on for discussion. 

 

Brent Foster We were trying to see about getting more of the Churches involved in the 

Apple Festival and see what we can do to get that started again like they 

were years ago.  We were trying to boost, it is always better to have more 

people in Town so we was going to send out letters inviting them to 

participate again and Mr. Bonham mentioned to bring this matter up 

before the Apple Festival Committee, so that is what we are here for is to 

bring it up and get other ideas on that.  

 

Cathy Smith And of course the times were from that Saturday morning before the 

parade, during the parade and after the parade because I know the only 

places to get anything to drink or eat is right down in Town.  There are a 

lot of people that are forming the parade and everybody getting ready for 

the parade up on the far end of Town.  And we have a number of Churches 

up there that could easily set up, but of course go through the Health 

Department regulations and everything and those are things that they 

would have to get worked out.  They could set-up up there and sell water, 

food and things to eat because you have a lot of bands coming in and a lot 

of kids that might need water or might need food.  I know at least fifteen 

to seventeen bands that are in Town.   

 

Mayor Heninger And if you are down around the red light Rouse’s is closed now. 

 

Cathy Smith That is exactly right, there is nothing else and you will not be able to get 

anything to drink or eat until you get down in Town or be at the festival or 

the Shell, McDonalds and Hardees and of course that area is going to be 

closed off while the parade is going through or while they are assembling. 

There is very limited access there.  But we wanted to get it more 

community oriented because it is a community festival. 



 

Brent Foster And of course if the Churches decided to do this they would have to have 

permission from where ever they set up, they would have to have 

permission from the business owners to do that.   

 

Mayor Heninger How many used to set up years ago? 

 

Brent Foster I know the Baptist Church did.   

 

Mayor Heninger I know you all did you set up in your parking lot. 

 

Cathy Smith And you basically set up in your parking lot or in that area. 

 

Bobby Dunn We provided some coffee and soft drinks for the bands gathered in our old 

parking lot; then we operated a hot dog thing. 

 

Mayor Heninger Yes, right at this side of it. 

 

Bobby Dunn Yes.   

 

John Snodgrass I never did hear the answer to how many Churches were involved. 

 

Mayor Heninger I do not remember but there were quite a few. 

 

Cathy Smith That is before I moved here in 2000. 

 

Brent Foster There was four or five.   

 

Lynn Pease Why did they stop coming?  What happened? 

 

Rebecca Smith That was the only two we had at that time and we were a one day festival 

then instead of three.   

 

Gene Groseclose When the festival went to three days the Churches did not want to 

participate.  So we started to get outside vendors or any Church that 

wanted to come to a three day thing.  We never got any participation and 

so in the last ten, twelve, fifteen years we have had vendors come in and 

pay a fee when they come in and they pay a percentage of what they make.  

Churches are welcome to do the same thing but we require a million dollar 

policy. We had Churches call and say that they did not have that kind of 

coverage and they could not do that.  We did not turn the Churches down, 

they just did not participate.   

 

Bobby Dunn May I just say something? 

 

Cathy Smith Yes, please. 



 

Bobby Dunn Our Church just did not want to participate, in our perspective we were 

regulated out.  There are so many regulations put upon the Churches, 

whether you call it health reasons, or if you participate in this then you 

have to participate in something else.  I have been here twenty-three years 

and we were involved in the beginning and then we quit.  So it was not 

that we just did not want to participate. 

 

Cathy Smith And it may be something…… 

 

Brent Foster This may be offered and there not be a single Church who will want to due 

to regulations.   

 

Mayor Heninger But you do not know until you try it.  If there is any way then keep the 

money in this area.  It is a community Apple Festival and the Churches are 

the community.  

 

Laura Etta Wilkinson Can I speak, I did sign up to speak? 

 

Mayor Heninger Yes, go ahead. 

 

Laura Etta Wilkinson I am going to stand back here, I do not like that.  The Churches did 

provide the food along with the Young Farmer’s Club and two to three 

more things, all on the west end of the street. Then we were a two day 

festival and that was because the schools were out for a parent teacher 

conference on Friday.  That is when we had the pet show and had all kinds 

of things for the children.  When the school did away with that day and the 

children were in school we went to a three day festival.  We have not then 

or have not now discriminated against the Churches.   

 

 Now, most of them do not want to do on Sunday and like Gene said 

people wanted food and so we started looking out to see what we could do 

and we checked with other Towns to see what they were doing.  We 

started out with a few vendors and they helped us draw up a type of 

contract that we then gave to the Town Attorney at that time, Danny 

Lowe. Later I will tell you about the Master Plan.  But you know we work 

eleven months a year. Do the work and if everybody comes in here and 

they set up free, let me tell you something, they cannot just say Churches 

anymore, we cannot just discriminated.  If everybody comes in on 

Saturday our people are not going to want to set up and give us any 

money.   

 

 If we do not get any money then we cannot give you all $50,000 that we 

have given you for the renovation of the Old High School.  We cannot 

come up with that kind of money if we do not have somebody helping.  It 

is really not fair for us to do the work and other people come in on 



Saturday and not pay a dime.  Now, people were still setting up with the 

first one there and then another.  When Bill Rush was Town Manager he 

and our Chairman at that time which was Mike Martin, we paid their way 

to go to…was it Norfolk Gene? 

 

Gene Groseclose Virginia Beach I think. 

 

Laura Etta Wilkinson Virginia Beach to the Virginia Fair Association meeting and they came 

back with a lot of ideas.  Bill said that he was tired of people complaining 

about people wanting to come and sell yard sales and food stuff.  Even at 

their business they did not know how to say no.  So he said I think this is 

the item and he came in with the Master Plan from the Oyster Festival.  So 

he said let’s all get together and see what we can do about making this 

work for the Apple Festival.  He worked on it and he worked on it and 

Danny Lowe worked on it and I think that it is a great plan.  It takes care 

of everything, specifies everything as far as safety, police department, 

highway department and EMS. It even tells us how much money we are 

supposed to have as far as insurance.  We used to carry one million, Mr. 

Boswell asked us to go to two million, which we did. 

 

 Our food people send us a copy of their Liability Insurance of one million 

dollars before they ever show up.  The Health Department sends them a 

packet for them to go over what their requirements are.  So we have had 

Churches, matter of fact one from Saltville last year, and do you know 

why they did not come?  The Liability Insurance policy did not bother 

them, they called back and he said it was a matter of volunteers; the same 

way it is with us.  Now if we are going to set up all over Town, we will 

have the Town Council Festival down here on your letter head and Apple 

Festival up here, two entities cannot do this.   

 

 I am going to read you the purpose of this Master Plan which your Town 

Manager at that time and your Town Attorney at that time approved and 

got it all set up. But the purpose for the Chilhowie Community Apple 

Festival Master Plan is too corporate with the Town of Chilhowie and 

provide liability coverage, explain special licensing procedures, provide a 

safety outline should the need arise for emergency medical services and a 

presentation of a general overview of scheduled festivities.  Now, the 

Master Plan also provides the written basis of obtaining approval of the 

Chilhowie Town Council to conduct the Chilhowie Community Apple 

Festival on Saturday, September 21
st
, which is when we have our Beauty 

Pageant and September 27
th

, 28
th

 and 29
th

 of 2013.   

 

 Every year for the last probably ten years we have brought this to you all. 

We have our dates and everything updated and I do not think that it could 

be spelled out any better than what is in the plan.  So if you all do not 

approve of our plan then there is no Apple Festival because you all shut us 



down or whatever you want to do.  But we cannot have two groups doing 

this and if you are going to let people do this for free….I do not have 

anything against the Churches, I do not think that there is a single one in 

the forty members in the Apple Festival that do not go to Church. But we 

have to and I will let Mr. Groseclose tell you about that.  The last six years 

we have given to the schools, Gene can tell you more on how many 

different things, for the last six years we have given out the total of what 

Gene? 

 

Gene Groseclose $32,000 and some odd dollars. 

 

Laura Etta Wilkinson $32,000 that does not include the $50,000 we gave to you all, it does not 

include the half that we have paid for the stage at the park, it does not 

include the half that we paid for the original Christmas lights on Main 

Street.  We pay for the flags for the Apple Festival, we pay $300 to $400 

to decorate the Town and that is not just for the Apple Festival.  So 

anyway, we are not going to be able to have our food people, they are not 

going to come in and compete with free. Come in and stay when 

everybody else can stay for one day and they come in and would love to 

go home and not stay for three days. But we have a lot of people that can 

only attend on Sunday and cannot during the week.  So you know if we 

close it down to one day what are you going to do?  Anyway that is story. 

 

Bill Clear How many concessions do you have? 

 

Gene Groseclose Usually ten to twelve.  Let me ask you a question.  Why did the Town 

Council sit here in a Special Meeting and decide to do this without 

bringing this up to the Apple Festival like you are doing right now?  What 

it does right now to us is make us look bad, that we are against the 

Churches. 

 

Cathy Smith We have not decided on anything.   

 

Gene Groseclose Somebody wrote it up that we are against the Churches. That is just the 

way it looked and you all did not have the courtesy to call somebody and 

say that we are going to have a Special meeting and we are going to 

discuss this.  Now do not tell me that you could not have picked up the 

telephone to nobody here and saying how about coming down here we are 

going to discuss the Apple Festival.  You all have these plans and you 

have had them for years and you know what is in it.  So I think you 

stepped out of line by putting it in the paper before you discussed it with 

the Apple Festival.  So whatever happens tonight is going to look bad on 

either the Town or the Apple Festival one way or the other.   

 

Laura Etta Wilkinson On top of that everybody gets a Smyth County News.   

 



Gene Groseclose That is right. 

 

Laura Etta Wilkinson I did not get a letter informing me of it, none of us did.  We had to read it 

in the Smyth County News and had Bo Bonham not been man enough to 

stand up and say that you needed to talk to us you all would have voted it 

at the Special Meeting without even considering us. 

 

Cathy Smith It was an idea and this is why we have asked you all here now.   

 

Rebecca Smith Can I say something?  It would be like me going into Brent’s drug store 

and saying you got a whole lot of old people standing in line. You need 

more help and then I go put an ad in the paper saying that Brent is going to 

need help and he is going to hire two more people.  Well they show up and 

Brent says I cannot afford to pay you, if I pay you I cannot be open.  We 

say Brent why are these people standing in line and Brent says well they 

do not have to stand in line they all come at the same time. I am not 

making them stand in line.  It is the same thing, you know, we could have 

consulted with Brent before we put the ad in the paper and you all could 

have consulted with us before you put it in the paper. 

 

Bill Clear How long have you had this Master Plan? 

 

Gene Groseclose Ever since Bill Rush has been here. 

 

Bill Clear As to what, how many years? 

 

Gene Groseclose When was he Town Manager? 

 

Brent Foster Twelve. 

 

Gene Groseclose Okay, twelve years. 

 

Bill Clear Well it is about time that we make some changes.   

 

Gene Groseclose Alright, make them! 

 

Bill Clear I mean it is twelve years, and I asked you last year to bring in some 

suggestions and you never brought a thing to me.   

 

Laura Etta Wilkinson Well……. 

 

Bill Clear I have got it on the minutes, twice I have asked you to bring in some 

suggestions so that we can help you with the Apple Festival and you have 

never said a word to me and you have never brought anything in at all. 

 

Gene Groseclose This has been on file for ten or twelve years. 



 

Bill Clear Okay, this is what I say, it has been on file for ten or twelve years, maybe 

we need some changes in it?   

 

Rebecca Smith Could you not have said that when you approved it last year?  That would 

be the time to say that when it was before you, and say hey we need to 

meet with them and make some changes. 

 

Bill Clear Then we would have had this meeting last year then right? 

 

Rebecca Smith Well it would have been a private meeting with you all and it would not 

have been in the newspaper making everyone look bad.  

 

Laura Etta Wilkinson And we probably…. if you asked what the Town could do there probably 

was not anything for us to say because you all provide people to come up 

and do the trash cans, you help us set up stuff and everything. The Fire 

Department and EMS is always available so I do not know what else we 

need to ask you guys for because we do all of our own printing and all of 

our own paper work and everything else and the Town as far as being 

supportive they have been there with what help we have needed.  You 

have let us use the tables from the park so I do not really know what else 

you expected us to tell you that we wanted from the Town. 

 

Gene Groseclose How many years have you been a volunteer Bill? 

 

Bill Clear Do what now? 

 

Gene Groseclose How many years have you volunteered to help with the Apple Festival? 

 

Bill Clear I have not volunteered any. 

 

Gene Groseclose How many years have you lived here? 

 

Bill Clear In Town? 

 

Gene Groseclose This has been going on for sixty years.   

 

Bill Clear My wife has volunteered every year until two years ago. Somebody 

jumped on her for what she did and she has not volunteered since.  They 

blessed her out because she was sitting back there doing something that 

she was supposed to do and she would not let somebody take quilt or 

something out. Somebody with the Apple Festival jumped on her and she 

has not been back since and she says she will not be back. 

 

Gene Groseclose I am not talking about your wife, I am talking about you Bill.   

 



Bill Clear Me?  I have helped you out.   

 

John Snodgrass So you are mad about somebody jumping on you wife? 

 

Bill Clear Yes Sir. 

 

John Snodgrass So you want to throw the Apple Festival away? 

 

Bill Clear I am not worried about that, but you talk about….we have helped you 

move tables. 

 

Rebecca Smith That is what we just said. 

 

John Snodgrass My goodness. 

 

Gene Groseclose I am not being paid for it Bill and I am up there volunteering and setting 

up tents and not getting a thing out of it and tearing it down. That is why I 

asked you if you volunteer. 

 

Bill Clear Nobody has asked me to volunteer.   

 

Gene Groseclose The Town of Chilhowie pays you to move the tables; the Town of 

Chilhowie pays you to mow and everything else.  My taxes pay you but I 

volunteer for nothing. 

 

Bill Clear There is no paid personnel on the Apple Festival? 

 

Rebecca Smith No, all volunteers. 

 

Gene Groseclose No. 

 

John Snodgrass So the reason for the letter going in the paper and the comments going in 

the paper….let me finish, so you could come to this meeting and say we 

need to make a change in the Master Plan.  If you would have come to the 

Apple Festival….let me finish, if you would have come to the Apple 

Festival Committee we would have welcomed a change in the Master 

Plan. We do not hide the Master Plan from you.  I like you Bill and I love 

your wife to death, please do not go home and tell her I do not like her 

because I love her to death. But for the reason you were just spouting, I 

recommend that a motion be made that Mr. Clear be removed from City 

Council. He does not have a clear mind about City and Town issues, that 

is no way to run, that is no way to run your business.  You would not do 

that in your classroom. If someone done something to you out of your 

classroom you would have been real respectful to them, and so would you 

Cathy.   

 



Cathy Smith Probably and looking at this, probably with the newspaper it was an idea 

and probably should have not been put in the paper.  What we are looking 

at is how can we bring the community together?  How can we work 

together with this and you know, and do it in some kind of positive 

manner instead of up here fussing with each other?   

 

John Snodgrass We have the same. 

 

Cathy Smith We do not need to be, we are trying to improve the place and this is our 

goal.  This is the primary goal and this is the only reason Mr. Foster 

brought it up. 

 

John Snodgrass We have the same, the plan says that we should work together with the 

Town. 

 

Cathy Smith The plan is great, the Master Plan is great. 

 

John Snodgrass To me that means that two people get together or two groups and you sit 

down. I am sorry but the paper is not invited to that particular meeting at 

this time and we work out our problems.  The paper is not invited to 

Executive Committees are they?  Are they invited to executive 

committees?   

 

Rebecca Smith In terms of being asked to volunteer, we have asked the newspaper year 

after year to invite people to volunteer. We have sent letters to all of the 

Civic Organizations, to everybody asking for volunteers, so everyone in 

here has been asked to volunteer.   

 

Brent Foster We did not ask the paper to put that article in. 

 

Cathy Smith No. 

 

Brent Foster That was reporting. 

 

David Gary That was them doing their duty, we do not criticize the paper for doing 

their duty that is their duty. 

 

Brent Foster Yes. 

 

David Gary To me it should have been held different; it should have been done 

different.                               

 

Cathy Smith Yes. 

 



David Gary The other thing that bothers me right now is I am real hurt that someone, 

the paper or you or even our Pastors would think that I am against the 

Churches.  I mean I am more than hurt over that. 

 

Cathy Smith I know.  Nothing has been said like that. 

 

David Gary I belong to an organization and we do not support Churches and that is not 

true. 

 

Rebecca Smith Discriminate. 

 

Brent Foster That has never been said either. 

 

Rebecca Smith That is what was implied in the article. 

 

Cathy Smith Well there needs to be a retraction on that, because that is not what we 

meant nor what was said. 

 

Brent Foster That was never said, it was brought up, are you going to do civic groups or 

are you going to do this and we set it to one group of people that we could 

get in touch with quicker. Start little and go big.  It could have easily been 

send this out to civic groups and see if they want help, but…. 

 

Rebecca Smith But you still should have asked us first. 

 

Cathy Smith Well it is done, where can we go from here?  We do not need to go 

backwards we need to go forwards.   If we need to apologize to you all 

then I apologize to you all because we got the cart before the horse and we 

probably should have done it a different way.  But we need to look 

forward and look at what we can do from now; we need to move forward 

and not keep criticizing.   

 

David Gary I have a hypothetical situation, let me throw this out.  I go to Bobby Dunn 

and say Bobby you got that Church on West Lee Highway and I would 

like to set up. My Church and I would like to set up a hot dog stand and 

drinks and other stuff. May I have your permission to set that up? He says 

sure no problem.  Now can I set that up without being a part of the Town 

or the Apple Festival?  Do I have to be under the Apple Festival’s 

umbrella to set up a hot dog stand on a property that has given permission 

to me? 

 

Brent Foster As of right now yes.   

 

David Gary I cannot do that on private property?  I cannot do that in my yard?   

 

Brent Foster No. 



 

Bill Clear Who does he have to have permission from? 

 

Cathy Smith Apple Festival. 

 

Brent Foster That is what the Apple Festival Master Plan was approved for years ago.   

 

David Gary Is that a statue?  Is that a Law or is that just a Master Plan? 

 

Brent Foster It is a Master Plan. 

 

David Gary Then it is not a law. 

 

Brent Foster It is not a law. 

 

David Gary Then I can do it since I am not breaking a law, right? 

 

Brent Foster Probably.  

 

David Gary Well, so what is, if a Church wants to go down on Highway 11 and set 

something up without the umbrella of the Apple Festival and the Town of 

Chilhowie and they have permission to set up on a piece of property there 

then let them do it.  There is no law against that. 

 

Brent Foster I will jump on with Gene on this, that was what was happening years ago.  

Like they said we had yard sales, we had one person sitting here and one 

person sitting there and there were no organization to it what so ever 

and…. 

 

Rebecca Smith And if someone eats a hot dog from your stand and they get sick then they 

are going to sue the Town and the Apple Festival. 

 

David Gary They cannot sue the Town if I am not on Town property or through the 

Town. 

 

Rebecca Smith Then they will sue Mr. Dunn’s Church or whoever they can come up with. 

 

David Gary They may sue me.  

 

Cathy Smith That is some of the things that we need to find out.  We need to find out 

about the liability. 

 

Brent Foster And that is what the Master Plan took care of at that time.   

 

Cathy Smith With the entity and the Apple Festival and this is a fact finding thing for 

all of us.  Through the years laws have changed.  If they have food then 



they will have to go through the Health Department and they will have to 

do that.   

 

David Gary When we were in Newton I know we had a Soldiers Reunion and they 

even stopped Churches from giving away free stuff.  Could not even set up 

a booth giving away free stuff, because the other vendors said that it is not 

fair for us to come and sell stuff if somebody next to us is going to be 

giving away. 

 

Darlene Snodgrass You can purchase a three day insurance policy for one million or two 

million for about $500 and that is what most people do.  When I do 

Pageants that is what I do, I have to show the hotel that I am going into 

that I have the insurance.  I paid $500 and I am there three days and we 

show we have our policy for the three days and that is it, it is $500 but it is 

required.  

 

Lou Via Gary So any Churches or any entity that wants to set up now they still have to 

provide insurance. 

 

Brent Foster And they would have to register with Apple Festival. 

 

Jim Bonham Also a percentage of fees of your sales goes to the Apple Festival to. 

 

David Gary What percentage would that be. 

 

Lou Via Gary So that is not changing at all. 

 

Gene Groseclose $150 or 10% whichever is the closest and $300 is the maximum.  

 

David Gary So you are asking people to buy a $500 insurance policy and then give 

them at least $150, well if my Church says well it is going to cost us $650 

upfront we are not doing it. 

 

Jim Bonham  We have had at our Tractor Show the Church of God that is the other 

Church out at the other end of Town. They have a portable food truck and 

they were actually going to use it at our Tractor Show, but they found out 

that the certification on that I think was something like $600 from the 

Health Department to get it recertified.  So they had chosen when we had 

the Tractor Show over at Riverside, the old Riverside School, they decided 

to use their commercial kitchen and pay the Ruritan Club so they did not 

have to recertify that one unit.  So there is a lot of charges involved in 

preparing food and having it in a safe place that the Health Department 

recognizes that it is safe and to distribute food to the general public. 

 

Lou Via Gary So it is really doing the same thing that the Master Plan already has, 

everybody right now is still welcome. Why are we sectioning out 



somebody and saying that we want to invite you when they are already 

invited.  I do not see where people are not invited to be a part of the Apple 

Festival. 

 

Laura Etta Wilkinson Hey David let me ask you a question.  If everybody sets up in all these 

yards and everything who is going to pay out all this money that we pay 

out to the Town, schools and organizations?  We are not like Rich Valley, 

Abingdon or any of these places, they all have a gate. The only gate we 

got is at the band competition.  If it rains we are just out of luck because 

we do not have a gate.  The only thing that we actually have a gate on is 

that and the Beauty Pageant, but yet we work our hineys off all this time 

and you know, it is not fair that we do the work and try to give back to this 

community. Like I told you, as much as we have given to the old school 

renovation, $32,000 in six years to this community sports group and all 

kinds of things.  Mr. Groseclose has a list.  The CPA will finish with the 

books next week if you want to see them.  I am just saying if we did not 

do the work then there would not be an Apple Festival and people could.      

 

Rebecca Smith There is no fee to enter the old school, like she said there is no door fee 

but we give out ribbons.  All of the children 1
st
 through 3

rd
 grade get a 

ribbon, we give money for 1
st
 and 2

nd
, and anybody who gets a ribbon for 

1
st
 and 2

nd
 gets money.  You have the money and ribbons for the parade 

route, you have the trophies, sweepstakes money and everything for band 

competition and you also have to pay the judges for the band competition.  

Not only do you have to pay them but you have to pay them for mileage 

and provide them with food.  So there is a lot of outlay in this, it is not just 

something that you snap your fingers and it happens.  You pay out money 

for the port-o-johns and you have to meet a certain number of criteria for 

the port-o-johns and sinks and everything that is going on with the Health 

Department.  So there are a lot of things that are hidden expenses mainly if 

you want to call them that and if you do not have some income which we 

do get from the fees we could not operate and there would be no festival. 

 

David Gary I am not saying that it should be that way; I am just saying that it is not 

against the law then you should be able to do it if you wanted to.   

 

Brent Foster I was invited to the Methodist Church Tuesday night, Bo was you invited? 

 

Jim Bonham No. 

 

Brent Foster You were singling me out? 

 

Mayor Heninger I was invited. 

 

Gene Groseclose Because the simple reason I did not realize the check that they talked 

about at the meeting to. I called Cathy Monday night and the way she 



understood it you were to come this meeting tonight. I had not been 

notified of anything so we wanted to know what was going on before we 

came down here. And I hate to say it but Cathy had a medical problem and 

I said okay, I will make it to the meeting Thursday night.   

 

Laura Etta Wilkinson Brent I asked Kelly to, different ones of us they said it was not likely that 

you would come to our meeting and Gene said that he had talked to Cathy 

and I said I talked to Kelly. John was going to talk to you and Jack 

Stamper, and I am sorry he is not here and he is our President, and Jack 

was going to talk to the Mayor.  So we were the only ones that volunteered 

and it was a called meeting and we did invite you to the Tuesday meeting.   

 

John Snodgrass Just to clear up a little item Brent, when I spoke with you I told you that 

this was not a personal attack and I would not be a part of it. We just 

wanted somebody to give us a heads up before we came in here and sort of 

have an understanding of what had happened.  So the singling out 

statement is not true.  

 

Brent Foster Okay, well that is the exact same way.   

 

John Snodgrass If you felt that then I wished you would have told me.   

 

Brent Foster I did not know that until later on I found out that others had not been 

asked, but had meant to be asked. 

 

John Snodgrass Each person had a different person, we know that three or more had to get 

in on a called meeting, we thought that maybe we could get one or two 

and some thought none would come.  But that was a task that I was 

assigned and I went about it as graciously as I could. I believe that you 

would speak to the fact that I was polite and did not, but do not think that I 

was going to put you in a corner; because I would not do that. 

 

Brent Foster No, you did not. 

 

Cathy Smith Well I think at this point why don’t we just let it rest for this year and 

between now and next year let’s find out more information and see what 

we can do to work together.   

 

Bill Clear It is like he said, if they want to set up then they set up, there is nothing 

that we can do about it. 

 

Rebecca Smith That was hypothetical.   

 

Bill Clear But still, like he said it is not against the Law.   

 



John Snodgrass Concerning the Master plan we are going to let it go for one more year? A 

year should be ample time for the Council and the Festival to get together 

and if there are changes that need to be made like any other organization 

we can agree and disagree and then walk out of the building and still be 

friends.  That to me is the way to do it and I would welcome a change, it 

has been twelve years. So maybe there are some great ideas out there and 

maybe you all got them.   

 

Gene Groseclose  But the thing about it is for every year for twelve years either Mr. Boswell 

or Mr. Rush has brought it up and the Council has sit up there and 

approved it and I do not think that any of you knew what was in the 

Master Plan. 

 

Cathy Smith I have read every word of it and it is a good plan. 

 

Laura Etta Wilkinson When?  Today. 

 

Cathy Smith No, I have read it every year.  It is a very good plan and it is very well put 

together. 

 

Gene Groseclose Well, only thing about it with it being brought up there is going to be hard 

feelings between the Churches, Apple Festival and the Town Council.  I 

do not know how you want to resolve it by just staying with the Master 

Plan or whatever. 

 

Cathy Smith Why don’t we just take this year and let’s talk about it and maybe there 

are some other ways that we can get the community involved some way. 

 

Gene Groseclose What are you going to tell Bobby? Bobby has the idea that he is going to 

set up a booth maybe. 

 

Bobby Dunn No, no I do not. 

 

Cathy Smith What do you need to say Bobby? 

 

Bobby Dunn   As Chairman of the Chilhowie Ministerial Association…. 

 

Cathy Smith Yes. 

 

Bobby Dunn Tell me something that I can take to the Ministerial Association. Do we 

have an invitation to participate or are there going to be so many hoops for 

us to jump through that it would be impractical for us to do it?  So I am 

going to report back to the Ministerial Association which is in September 

and I would like to give them something of some information. 

 

John Snodgrass Mrs. Smith is the Master Plan going to be on the agenda tonight? 



 

Cathy Smith We have it in our packets.   

 

John Snodgrass Well, your statement said that we are going to live with it another year… 

 

Cathy Smith Well, we have to take a vote, we have to vote on it, but it has been 

included in our packet this month. 

 

Brent Foster Since…. 

 

David Gary It makes sense to me and my opinion is that the Churches are certainly 

invited to participate as long as they abide by all the rules and regulations 

that everybody else has to.  I do not think. 

 

Gene Groseclose But the break down was that the Town of Chilhowie comes every year. 

 

Mayor Heninger But everything is up there.   

 

Brent Foster Right. 

 

Rebecca Smith But they could set up up there.   

 

Gene Groseclose The thing about it is if you go out here and talk to the Band Directors on 

the west end of Town, they will not let any student eat a thing prior to the 

parade. 

 

Brent Foster But there are more than students out there. 

 

Rebecca Smith  Not until you get to. 

 

Brent Foster Food City. 

 

Rebecca Smith Food City sets up on their front porch, they do, they set up on their front 

porch. 

 

Cathy Smith Yes, we need. 

 

Rebecca Smith The Hodge Podge on Main does too and since both of them are licensed 

food they do what they normally do. 

 

Lou Via Gary What about Tastee Freeze? 

 

Rebecca Smith They can if they wanted to and they do.  Anybody who is already in that 

business they can do whatever.       

 



Brent Foster I think that there has been a lot of information, good information from the 

Apple Festival.  Bobby since you do not have to report until September, 

after the Master Plan is approved, so how about that, because it has got to 

be approved before then.   

 

Bobby Dunn Can I have a copy of it after that? 

 

Mayor Heninger Yes.  

 

Jim Bonham I would like that say that I want to thank the Apple Festival and I support 

them for doing it for the community and for making the effort and doing 

the volunteer work and servicing the community like they have for the last 

sixty years.   

 

Mayor Heninger We all support them Bo. 

 

Cathy Smith Yes, it is a lot of work and we appreciate it, we do, we appreciate it very 

much.       

 

   

Upon motion of Mr. Foster, second by Mr. Shortt and unanimously passed the meeting is 

adjourned at 7:00 p.m. Record of vote:  Ayes:  Councilors Bonham, Clear, Foster, Shortt, 

and Smith.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Councilwoman Spencer-Hill.   

 

 

_________________________________  ____________________________________                                                                              

 Gary L. Heninger, Mayor           Marlene L. Henderson, MMC, Clerk 

 

Date approved:  August 8, 2013 
 


