
Virginia: At the regular meeting of the Council of the Town of Chilhowie held at the Municipal 

Building, Thursday, February 14, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Present: Honorable Gary L. Heninger, Mayor Presiding; Councilors James B. Bonham, III, Bill 

Clear, Brent Foster, Lewis W. Shortt, Jr. and Cathy M. Smith. 

 

Absent: None.  

 

Also Present: Mr. William C. Boswell, Jr., Town Manager; Mrs. Marlene L. Henderson, MMC, Clerk-

Treasurer; Messrs. Rick Money, Town Attorney; David Haynes, Fire Chief; Jay Keen, 

Director of Public Works and Steve Price, Police Chief.   

 

Mayor Heninger called the meeting to order.  Mr. Boswell gave the Invocation.  The Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited.   

 

The matter of approval of the regular meeting minutes held January 10, 2013 was brought on for discussion. 

Upon motion of Mr. Foster, second by Mrs. Smith and unanimously passed the minutes of the regular 

meeting held January 10, 2013 are approved.  Record of vote:  Ayes:  Councilors Bonham, Clear, Foster, 

Shortt and Smith.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

Citizen Time 

 

Deanie Dimick I am here to give the update for the Library activity for last month.  Linda 

reports that they were open for fifteen days and closed for two Holidays and 

closed one Saturday due to inclement weather.  She wanted to make sure to tell 

the Town’s folks that she appreciates the support for getting the sidewalks 

cleared off in the bad weather and removing a bat that came and visited the 

Library.   

 

 They had 103 visitors per day on the fifteen days they were open and had seven 

children’s programs during the month that were well attended.  There is a new 

work study student named Thomas McCarty and they are organizing for the 

summer reading program.  Overall the circulation is up even though the weather 

in January made it hard for anyone to use it.  Any questions from anyone?   

 

Bill Clear How many in the summer reading program? 

 

Deanie Dimick I do not know what the numbers normally go up there, they are ordering books 

and planning activities now.  I can look that information up for you if you would 

like to know next time.  Thank you. 

 

Mayor Heninger Thank you.  Did you have anything to say Mr. Pease, come on up, you got here 

late and did not sign in. 

 

Lynn Pease I apologize; I was paying my respects to Mr. Blevins. But I did register out 

there.  I just wanted to mention that Linda Dean will be here shortly.  She is 

closing up the Library for the day and she just wants to make a few comments, 

but I want to talk on behalf of the Friends of the Library regarding the request 

for additional funding in your budget for this coming year.  I think you have 

received this past week a request from the main….. 

 

Bill Boswell Right. 

 

Lynn Pease Just to let you know the Library is doing very well, just as you heard, holding 

their own.  Got a lot of kids involved and the extra money requested is going to 

support some additional books and things for the kids as well as the adults.  We 



would just like you to strongly consider their request for that, I know things are 

tight but whatever you can do will be greatly appreciated.  Any 

questions….thank you. 

 

Mayor Heninger Thank you. 

 

Linda Dean Hello, I am Linda Dean, Supervisor of the Chilhowie Library for those of you 

who do not know me.  I just wanted to thank the Town Council and the Town of 

Chilhowie for supporting us over the past years and I brought with me statistics 

for the last nine years.  I think this will show that we have grown quite a bit and 

I will try not to take up too much of your time. 

 

 As you look at this you can see that we had 20,000 pass through our doors the 

last fiscal year and we presented 91 programs which 22,000 did attend.  I have 

also done something this year and it started in October, we extended our hours 

by three hours, one hour each on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday.  And so we 

are hoping that is going to work out a little bit more.   

  

 We are asking the Board for an additional increase to support Chilhowie of 

$600.  This will be a 3% increase over the past year.  We hope you will consider 

this as a good investment to the Community, we think the Library is a good 

value to your Community.  We also have a problem with a light and I think that 

you all are aware of the lights out front.  We are concerned for the safety of the 

people going up and down the steps at night. 

 

Jim Bonham Yes Mrs. Dean, I would like to say that I met with the contractor this morning in 

regard with the Old High School Committee. 

 

Linda Dean Good. 

 

Jim Bonham  This contractor will be over there tomorrow to fix those lights. 

 

Linda Dean Wonderful, wonderful, we were just concerned that people will fall and so forth.  

I want to thank Mr. Boswell and the Town because every time I have had some 

little problem it is immediate that someone from his staff or he himself comes to 

the Library and usually it is bats that is our common reoccurring problem.  But 

he has been very supportive of our Library and we hope you will consider us 

asking for additional money, we know the economy is bad.  Thank you. 

 

Mayor Heninger Thank you.  

 

 

The matter of the Manager’s Report was brought on for discussion.  Mr. Boswell presented the following: 

TOWN MANAGER’S NOTES 
TOWN OF CHILHOWIE COUNCIL MEETING 

FEBRUARY 14, 2013 
7:00 P.M. 

 
A. Invocation  
       Pledge of Allegiance  
       Roll Call  
 
B. Approval of the Regular January 10, 2013 meeting minutes  
 
C. Citizen Time 

 

D. FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION: 



 

1. Manager’s Notes – January 2013 
 - Highlights, Discussion & Clarification 

TOWN MANAGER’S NOTE: Request approval to be included in the Town website 
www.chilhowie.org 

 
2. Public Works 

- Update on status of Water/Sewer Capital Projects 
  

Sludge Handling and Lab Project at WWTP 
TOWN MANAGER’S NOTE: Preconstruction meeting held with the contractor on January 
28, 2013. Project start date is March 1, 2013. 
 

- Selection of HVAC Contractor 
TOWN MANAGER’S NOTE: Two bids were received and have been evaluated. The 
Public Works Committee met on Wednesday, February 13th to review and make a 
recommendation to Council. 

 
 
 

  - Farmer’s Market – No actionable items 
 TOWN MANAGER’S NOTE: The Mayor and Town Manager made a presentation to the 

Board of Supervisors Building and Grounds Committee on February 5th. The full Board 
agreed to change the wording of the deed at their regularly scheduled meeting on 
February 12th. 

 
3. Finance & Personnel – Committee Report 

- Building Inspection Fees 
- Erosion and Sediment Control Permit and Fees 

- Smyth County Educational Foundation Request 
TOWN MANAGER’S NOTE: Mrs. Widener will make a presentation at Council after 
discussing with her Board on February 20th. 

- Back Pack Program (Continued from August meeting) 
- Project Graduation Request for Funding 
- Fire Department Equipment Procurement 

TOWN MANAGER’S NOTE: The FD wishes to replace twenty (20) air packs and 
purchase two (2) power stretchers and two (2) power stretcher loaders. Information is 
contained in the Council packet. 
 

4. Wellness & Parks  
 - Wellness Program – No actionable items 

- Park Walking Trail - No actionable items 
 

5. Old High School  
- Update from OHS committee meeting – OHS Renovation 
 

6.     Fire & Police – No actionable items 
 
F.  Any Other Council Business 

Consideration of appointment that expired  
December 31, 2012 
 

Planning Commission: Sherry Whitely 
 
Zoning Board of Appeals: David Haynes 

 
Resolution on Crooked Road 
 

G. Adjournment 

http://www.chilhowie.org/


 

Upon motion of Mrs. Smith, second by Mr. Foster and unanimously passed Council hereby accepts the 

Manager’s Report as presented and directs it be entered into the minutes as reported and posted on the 

www.chilhowie.org website.  Record of vote:  Ayes:  Councilors Bonham, Clear, Foster, Shortt and Smith.  

Nays:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

 

The matter of the Public Works was brought on for discussion.  Mr. Boswell reported the update on the Water 

and Sewer Capital projects.  The sludge handling and lab project at the Wastewater Treatment Plant, the 

preconstruction meeting was held with the contractor on January 28
th

 and the project start date is March 1
st
.  

Everything is in order for a smooth start. 

 

Mr. Boswell reported that the Public Works Committee met the previous Tuesday to evaluate the bids for the HVAC 

contractor for schedule maintenance and repair services.  He reported there were two bidders; Cooks Mechanical 

Services and Custom Air.  The bid packets and recommendation were included in the Council packet.   

Upon motion of Mrs. Smith, second by Mr. Bonham and unanimously passed Council hereby awards the 

contract to Custom Air with option two. Record of vote:  Ayes:  Councilors Bonham, Clear, Foster, Shortt 

and Smith.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

Mr. Boswell reported that the Mayor and Town Manager made a presentation to the Board of Supervisors Buildings 

and Grounds Committee on February 5
th

 and they voted to approve the change of the wording of the deed.  He stated 

that the full Board met on February 12
th

 and agreed to change the wording of the deed allowing the Town of 

Chilhowie to put the Farmer’s Market at the corner of Chilhowie Street and Pine Avenue.  Mr. Boswell stated that 

even though they voted they are asking themselves if they have to have a Public Hearing and they have not come up 

with the answer yet.  Mayor Heninger stated that the Board does think that they have to have one.   

 

Mr. Bonham inquired if the Town would be responsible for the recording the deed or will the County.  Mayor 

Heninger stated that it would be the County.  Mr. Money confirmed.   

Upon motion of Mr. Bonham, second by Mr. Shortt and unanimously passed this matter is continued.  

Record of vote:  Ayes:  Councilors Bonham, Clear, Foster, Shortt and Smith.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.   

 

The matter of Finance and Personnel was brought on for discussion.  Mr. Boswell reported that Council 

requested the Town Manager to get in touch with the Smyth County Educational Foundation and have someone 

come speak to Council about its purpose and projects and so forth.  Mr. Boswell stated that he had contacted Mrs. 

Sonja Widener and she stated that they will have a Board meeting on February 20
th

 and they will decide who will 

appear before Council during the March Council meeting.   

Mr. Boswell stated that he does not have any more information regarding the backpack program other than a request 

in his Church bulletin for money.  Mrs. Smith stated that they have recently had sizeable donations and they are 

good until the end of the year.  She stated that the Community has opened their pockets and they really do appreciate 

that very much. 

Mr. Boswell stated regarding Project Graduation a lady spoke to him shortly after last month’s meeting and she was 

going to come and make a presentation regarding Project Graduation, but she is not present.  Mrs. Smith stated that 

she spoke to Mr. Sturgill and inquired about an explanation on what the money is being used for, there have been 

some changes for this year.  She stated that she will follow up with Mr. Sturgill.   

Mr. Boswell reported that the Finance Committee met prior to the Council meeting to review the request for the Fire 

Department to replace twenty air packs, purchase two power stretchers and two power stretcher loaders.  Mr. Foster 

stated that this is included in this year’s budget and the payments are for a ten year plan and the payment is actually 

lower than budgeted for.  

Upon motion of Mr. Foster, second by Mr. Shortt and unanimously passed Council hereby approves the Fire 

Department to purchase twenty air packs, two power stretchers and two stretcher power lifts.   Record of 

vote:  Ayes:  Councilors Bonham, Clear, Foster, Shortt and Smith.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.   

 

http://www.chilhowie.org/


The matter of the Old High School was brought on for discussion.  Mr. Bonham reported that they are working 

on the lights and they should be up and running by the end of the week.  Mr. Foster inquired if anyone had checked 

the guttering and roof for leaks.  Mr. Keen stated that has been completed.  Mr. Bonham inquired if there has been 

any more leaks noted.  Mrs. Dean stated that she has not noticed any leaks.   

Upon motion of Mr. Foster, second by Mrs. Smith and unanimously passed this matter is continued.  Record 

of vote:  Ayes:  Councilors Bonham, Clear, Foster, Shortt and Smith.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.   

 

The consideration of appointments that expired December 31, 2012 was brought on for discussion.  Mrs. 

Smith stated that she has someone that has agreed to serve on the Planning Commission, Stephen Marion, he lives 

on Sunset Drive.  She stated that he is a retired teacher who moved here from Florida about seven years ago and he 

would like to get involved in the Community now that he is retired. 

Upon motion of Mrs. Smith, second by Mr. Foster and unanimously passed Council hereby appoints Stephen 

Marion to serve on the Planning Commission.  Record of vote:  Ayes:  Councilors Bonham, Clear, Foster, 

Shortt and Smith.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.   

 

 

The matter of the Board of Zoning Appeals appointment was brought on for discussion.  Mr. Boswell stated 

that this is becoming more important because there is a Public Hearing before the Board of Zoning Appeals next 

Tuesday and there is another appeal of a zoning decision that will probably be before the Board in the next couple of 

weeks.  Mr. Boswell stated that this individual has to be appointed by the Circuit Court.  Mr. Foster inquired if the 

Council makes the recommendation.  Mr. Boswell confirmed and stated the Circuit Court would approve the 

recommendation or not.  Mr. Foster inquired if there were anyone in mind for that appointment.  Mayor Heninger 

inquired as to how many are on the Board.  Mr. Boswell stated that there are five members on the Board.  Mr. Foster 

stated that he knew in the past the person whose term was expired was asked if they would be interested in being 

reappointed, but in this situation it would be a conflict of interest.  Mr. Haynes stated that he has resigned.   

Upon motion of Mr. Foster, second by Mr. Bonham and unanimously passed this matter is continued.  

Record of vote:  Ayes:  Councilors Bonham, Clear, Foster, Shortt and Smith.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.   

Mr. Foster inquired if the person appointed to the Board of Zoning Appeals be a member of the Town Council.  Mrs. 

Henderson stated that she did not think so.  Mr. Money inquired if Mr. Haynes had already resigned.  Mr. Haynes 

confirmed.  Mr. Money stated that he does not think it would not be good because a decision can be appealed to the 

Circuit Court and that would be awkward.  Mrs. Smith stated that when she took office she had to resign. 

 

The matter of a Resolution on the Crooked Road was brought on for discussion.  Mr. Boswell reported that the 

Town was requested to write a Resolution formally indorsing the National Heritage Area Designation of the 

Crooked Road.  He stated that the request will be sent to the National Park Service, Morgan Griffin and others. Mr. 

Bonham inquired if the Town was part of the Crooked Road.  Mr. Boswell stated that he does not know the answer.  

Mr. Bonham stated that he has noticed that there is no signage around the Town for the Crooked Road. 

 
Resolution of Support 

 
Whereas, the Town of Chilhowie supports The Crooked Road: Virginia’s Heritage Music Trail and its 

mission to support economic development in Southwest Virginia by celebrating, preserving and promoting 
the region’s rich musical heritage; and 

 

Whereas, The Crooked Road Board of Directors has determined that the organization should research 
and pursue National Heritage Area designation for The Crooked Road through the National Park Service 

and the U.S. Congress; and 
 

Whereas, The Crooked Road has held public input sessions throughout the 19 county, 4 city and over 50 

town region of Southwest Virginia, to present the benefits of a National Heritage Area designation and to 
receive public comment; and 

 



Whereas, The Crooked Road has proposed to include provisions in the designating legislation to ensure 

that such a designation will have no effect on property rights or local zoning; and 
 

Whereas, the recognition and potential funding to be attained through this designation will have a 
positive and lasting impact on the Town of Chilhowie and the entire Southwest Virginia region; 

 

Now, Therefore, Be it Resolved that the Council of the Town of Chilhowie does formally endorse the 
National Heritage Area designation of The Crooked Road, and does formally request that the National 

Park Service, Congressman Morgan Griffith, Congressman Robert Hurt, Senator Mark Warner, and 
Senator Tim Kaine take the necessary steps to expedite this designation for the benefit of all Southwest 

Virginians. 
 

Adopted this 14th day of February, 2013. 

 
Town of Chilhowie 

 
 

___________________________   ____________________________ 

Gary L. Heninger, Mayor    Marlene L. Henderson, MMC, Clerk 
 

Upon motion of Mr. Foster, second by Mr. Bonham and unanimously passed Council hereby adopts the 

Resolution as presented and hopefully lead to the Town of Chilhowie putting something on the Crooked 

Road.  Record of vote:  Ayes:  Councilors Bonham, Clear, Foster, Shortt and Smith.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  

None.   

 

 

The matter of any other Council business was brought on for discussion.  Mr. Boswell reported that he has 

received an email from Mr. John Graham who is the Chairman of the Board at Loaves and Fishes.  He stated that 

they are requesting to park a trailer beside the Loaves and Fishes building.  Mr. Boswell reported that they have 

consulted with Tom Campbell who worked at KVAT and has pretty good knowledge about storage and shelving.  

He stated that the Loaves and Fishes seem to keep running out of space; they are serving 400 families twice a 

month.  He stated that KVAT is going to send a trailer for their use that is no longer road worthy, to be placed beside 

the building to store boxes.  Currently they have to have about 800 boxes each month and maintaining that much 

inventory is taking up too much space in the Loaves and Fishes building.  Mr. Keen reviewed the area and 

designated an area for the trailer to be placed that will not interfere with anything.   

 

Mrs. Smith inquired if there were another building in Town that they could relocate to giving them more room.  Mr. 

Money inquired about the zoning of the area.  Mr. Boswell stated that it is zoned industrial.  Mr. Clear inquired if 

the trailer could be parked behind the building instead of beside it because it will be out of sight there.  Mr. Boswell 

stated that he does not know the answer.  He stated that the people at Loaves and Fishes were concerned with 

walking back and forth to and from the trailer to get boxes.  Mayor Heninger suggested reviewing the site again and 

determine what would be best. Mr. Bonham inquired if this would be a temporary measure.  Mr. Foster inquired if 

they were looking to expand the building.  Mr. Boswell stated that they are not looking to expand the building.  Mr. 

Boswell stated that the wheels will not be removed therefore it is a temporary set up.  Mr. Bonham stated that it 

needs to be secured from theft.   

Upon motion of Mr. Foster, second by Mr. Shortt and unanimously passed Council herby approves the 

KVAT trailer to be parked beside the Loaves and Fishes building as a temporary solution.    Record of vote:  

Ayes:  Councilors Bonham, Clear, Foster, Shortt and Smith.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None.   

 

 

Mr. Foster inquired if anything was done about the widow’s walk that was mentioned at the last meeting.  Mr. 

Boswell stated that there has not been anything done.  Mayor Heninger stated that they mentioned at the tourism 

meeting if the Town can go into the restrooms and do away with the switches and install an on and off switch.  Mr. 

Keen stated that he can and do away with the timer inside the control room.  Mayor Heninger inquired if that can be 

done.  Mr. Keen confirmed.   



 

Mr. Foster inquired about Berry Enterprise and the demolition fees and if they have been paid.  Mayor Heninger 

stated that the fees will be paid.  He met with Mr. Bishop on this matter the previous night and everything has been 

worked out and will be taken care of. 

 

Mr. Bonham inquired if Mr. Bishop was going to go forward with the lease agreement.  Mayor Heninger inquired if 

Mr. Keen had found out who owned the right-of-way.  Mr. Keen stated that it shows to be an alley back there that is 

adjacent to the Rail Road Avenue and it is called Clay Alley.  He stated that he had researched the matter for about 

two hours at the Court House and needs more time on that, there is a good possibility that there is an alley way there, 

but the width us unknown.  Mayor Heninger inquired if it went all the way through.  Mr. Keen stated that it looks 

like it did go all the way through to Pine Street.  Mr. Bonham inquired if that is a public way.  Mr. Keen stated that it 

is just an alley like Hood Street.  Mr. Boswell stated that he wonders if an alley would be very useful to what the 

property is being used for now which is tractor and trailers.  He stated that it would be very difficult to stay on a 

small alley and it was not much of an alley when he remembers it.  Mayor Heninger stated that there were a house or 

two and a Church.     

Upon motion of Mr. Foster, second by Mr. Bonham and unanimously passed this matter is continued.  

Record of vote:  Ayes:  Councilors Bonham, Clear, Foster, Shortt and Smith.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

Mrs. Smith stated that Ms. Tiller at the High School and several others have approached her and there are five now 

on the swim team, who are in Christiansburg tonight competing for regions, they have been very successful.  Mayor 

Heninger stated that he has seen some pictures in the paper.  Mrs. Smith stated that they have done quite well and 

this is just the second year that Chilhowie High School has had a swim team.  She stated that she was approached 

and asked about the possibility of a Wellness Center with a pool so the swim program could grow in the future.  Mr. 

Bonham inquired as to where they practice.  Mrs. Smith stated that they practice at the Wellness Center in Marion 

and with as many that is swimming with the County it is quite crowded.  She stated that a Wellness Center in 

Chilhowie would be good for the community, even if a small version. 

Upon motion of Mrs. Smith, second by Mr. Foster and unanimously passed Council will hereby investigate 

the possibility of a Wellness Center with a pool that the schools can use.   Record of vote:  Ayes:  Councilors 

Bonham, Clear, Foster, Shortt and Smith.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

Mr. Bonham mentioned that the two candidates who are running for the vacant Council seat are in the audience, 

Kelly Spencer-Hill and Donna Blevins.  He stated that he would like to recognize them.  Mayor Heninger wished 

good luck to both of them.  He also stated that the special election is scheduled for April 2, 2013.    

  

 

Upon motion of Mr. Shortt, second by Mrs. Smith and unanimously passed the meeting adjourned at 7:32 

p.m.  Record of vote:  Ayes:  Councilors Bonham, Clear, Foster, Shortt and Smith.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  

None.   

 

 

_________________________________  ____________________________________                                                                              

 Gary L. Heninger, Mayor           Marlene L. Henderson, MMC, Clerk 

 

Date approved:  March 14, 2013 
 

 


